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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E following Letters, accor Jing 70 the 


French Editor, were all that could be pro- 


cured after the moſt diligent enquiry for 
Madame Du Barry's correſpondence to the 
time of her exile. Such as have been written 
by her fince, it ſeems, are entirely on the 


 ſubyett of her domeſtic concerns, and therefore 


can but little intereſt the Reader, 


Theſe Letters, with the aſſiſtance of the 
.; explanatory Notes, form a compleat hiſtory 
e this Female-PFawourite, as far as it can 
at all excite curioſity : The life of a Recluſe 
in a Convent, is of too uniform a nature to 
leave room to expect anecdotes, that may 


reward the pains of enquiring after them, 
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as the hiſtory of one day, divided betwixt 
the Rated exerciſe of religious duties, and the 
ſettled hours of recreation and refreſbment, 
may ſerve for that of whole years. 

The Tranſlator for himſelf begs leave 1 
add, that he has performed his taſk with 
Fidelity, and, he hepes, not without ſome 

degree of elt ance. At the ſame time that he 
has followed the Original with an exattneſs 
which ſpall mt diſappoint, he has endea- 
dvoured 10 make his Letter-writers expreſs 
themſelves with an eaſe that ſhall not diſpuſt 
his Readers. A celebrated writer has b. 
' ſerved, that Tranſlators are the peſt of our 
i literature , that they make frequent invafians 
on our idiom, and may in time reduce our 
: language under the yoke of foreign phraſes, 
and forms of ſpeech ; but in reality, little 
is te be apprehended from Tranſlations which 
| appear in the garb of flrangers, and which 

0 will for that reaſon become neglefted, and 
at length forced zo give place to ſuch as 
preſe ent thenye Foes in a more familiar dreſs. 


pn, Den 4 ——— — . 1 EO 


* : * * 
r — L 


THE COUNTESS DU BARRY. 


” of 


HERS . . 
© + 1 , * 4 
” " . 99 St Ss 1 A woe Bt 2 
3 97979727 rs —— ' A ak.” as 
ted — . ˙—— ihe . *. — mp net * 


* #45 b * 
. OOO TS ' 
- — N — = * — » 
7 * on ” wo hs 2 a * 
n 2 * 1 


LETTER 1 


To Monſieur BILLARD Du * MoxcrAu. 


id 
Convent of St. Aure, June 10, 1788, | \j 
Dear eſt Godfather and Sir, | 95 „ 8 


Il WRITE you theſe lines to do my- 
ſelf the honour of enquiring after your 
bu; | health, 


MF diane * Barry! is the daughter of 5 de Vau- 
bernier, an exciseman at Vaucouleurs; at which place ſhe _ 
Was born in 1744. Mr. Bil lard du Monceau, who had a 

| public 


* 


not prelty to read ſuch books, At laſt 


- — x34 


LET TER S TO AND FROM ! 


| health, and at the ſame time to inform 
Fou that what you have heard concern- 


ing me (you will pardon me, fir,) is 
entirely falſe. The Governeſs has told 


you that I read bad books, and that 1 
made the other boarders read them. 


It is no ſuch thing; it was Mademoiſelle 


Reville who had them from her cou- 


ſin, and ſhewed them to us; but 1 
would not read them, for I fad it was 


1 <q 


public office, happened to be there at the time of ber bir th, 
and lodged with the collector of exciſe. The collector's wife 
aſked him to ſtand godfather with her to Vaubernier's child, 


which he did, She was named Maria Jane. After the | 


death of her father, her mother, who was left without the 


leaſt proviſion, came to Paris with her daughter, in order to 


place herſelf in ſome family, as a cook, or houſekeeper, Her 


firſt application was to Du Monceau, to whom ſhe preſented 


bis god-daughter, He made the mother a preſent, and pla- 
ced the daughter in the convent of St. Aure, which was un- 


der the direction of the Abbe Griſel, the confeſſor of M. Bil- 
lard, caſhier of the poſts, the nephew of Du Monceau. It 


mould ſeem that the god-daughter did not behave very well, 


ſince the god- "lather received frequent complaints of ker a | 


| bk. . 


MADAME DU BARRY. 3 


I did read them, becauſe all my compa- 
nions had done ſo, and inſiſted upon 
my doing the ſame. This, my dear 
godfather, is the whole truth of the 
matter. As to the bad picture that was 


found torn to pieces, I can aſſure you I 


did not tear it, nor can I tell which of 


the boarders did. I pray to the Lord to 
' preſerve your health and life, and beg 


to ſee you when you can come here, 1 
look upon you as my father, and love 


you as much. I am, with all poſſible 
relpeQ, _-- 


Deareſt Godfather and Sir, 


Your, &c. 


Manon VAUBERNIER. 
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7 4 LETTERS TO AND FROM, 


T.” E T- L E > Woe © 
From the Abbe | DE * Bonne. 


Vier April seh, 1759. 
AND lo, my little queen, you are at 
Paris, and I am told are to be here this 
evening but as! ſhould be glad to ſee. 
you in private, that F Marcie may not 
break in upon us as he commonly does 
here, I ſend my valet de chambre to you 
to beg you would put off coming till to- 
morrow. I ſhall be at Paris this evening, 
and as ſoon as I arrive ſhall ſend Dumont 
to you. I rejoice to find you are at liber- : 
ty. Beſides the pleaſure I ſhall enjoy in 
ne . 


* Madame Du Barry had now left the convent, Her 
mother was cook in a family who lived in the country, and 
had her daughter with her. M. Du Monceau continued his 


kindneſſes to them, and allowed them a louis d'or every 
month, 


+ M. de Marcieu had the rank. of 1 in the army, and 
was roquently at the houſe where the Abbe viſited at Vitri, 
and where the mother and daughter lived. It ſeems he had 
a ſort of paſſion for Mademoiſelle Vaubernier. 


Mapaue DU BARRY. 5 
your company, I have a thouſand things 
to ſay to you, which I flatter myſelf you 
will not diflike to hear, It will be your 


require of you is to be more reſerv- 
ed, and to have that caution which is 
neceſſary with one in my ſtation. Leave 


long 'till I ſee my dear little Manon, 
whom I love above all things, I ſhall 
not ſtay long after this letter. 


LEE T8 1. 
0 the Abbe DE BoNNAc. 


8 Paris April 14, 1729, 
8 1 Kg 


"You: made me many promiſes 


when you firſt began to love me. I was - 


then your little angel, your fole delight, 
and you told me I could aſk nothing in 


Jour power that you would refuſe. 1 


M aſked 


fault if you are not happy. All that I 


the reſt to me. I ſhall think the time 


} | 4 
1 6 LET T ERS ro AND FROM 

aſked you for a filk gown, and you pro- , 
miſed to give me one the firſt time you 

1 came here, and you have now been 1 
| | three times without once thinking about - 
* me. That is not well of you, fir you 
hhauave deceived me. Had I known the 

.. value of the favour I did you, you 


ſhould not have come off ſo cheaply. 
You know I gave you the preference 
to M. de Marcien, and I am fure he 
would have acted more honourably than 
you have done. If you do not give me 
my gown before next Sunday, I will 
tell the lady all yu have done; I 
wil cry very. heartily, and then ſhe. 
will forgive me, and ſeold you. 
Aden, fr, I am your moſt humble 
ſervant, 


Manon VAUBERNIER. 


LE T- 


MADAME D U BAR R V. 


LETTER w. 


To 15 MoTHER: 


My dear Mother, FRE geil 


IAM very happy! in the family where 
you have placed me. Mr. 110 Mrs. 
Labille are very good to me. There 
come a number of fine folks here every 
day, and I ſee ſo many fine things con- 
ſtantly, that my time never hangs heavy 
upon my hands. What gives me the 


moſt trouble is, that I. cannot 8 


good things as the other ladies 


the hop. They tell me it is an . 


ing good buſineſs, ſo I work har d that 1 
may get money as well as they. 

There came a great * lady yeſterday 
to buy ſomething, and ſhe took a deal 
of notice of me. I believe ſhe has 
: taken a liking to me, for ſhe gave me 


nel 


*Sourdan, a famous procureſs at Paris, 


© . — A n 
— * SOS —— 


8 LET TERS ro axD rROR 
her direction, and bid me call upon her 
the firſt opportunity. I ſhall go to- 
morrow to her houſe, for ſhe certainly 
means me well. It has coſt you a 
good deal of money to put me here, 
but it ſhall not be loſt to you. I am 
. perſuaded we ſhall be one day rich folks, 
and when I get money you ſhall never 
want. Adieu, my dear mother, &c, 


Maxon F LANCON. 


To the Abbe DE“ GOoNZIER. 
8 1 „*, . | 
THE reaſon I did not tell you yeſ- 


terday my name, and place of abode, 
was, becauſe Madame Gourdan had 


— 


5 charged 


1 When Madame Du Barry went to Labille's ſhop (a 
Williger's) ſhe took the name of Mademoilelle Langon. 


New biſhop ot Arras, 


„ „„ 


tell me who you were; but by good 


luck I found it out, for you let a letter 
fall out of your pocket, which I picked 
up, . and put into mine. I herewith 
return, it, and take the opportunity of 


offering my . belt reſpects, hoping that 
you will continue your goodneſs to me, 
You promiſed to take me under your 
protection, and I hope you will be as 


good as your word. I do not find my- 
ſelf very well to-day, but hope | to be 


well enough to meet you at Gourdan's 
on Thurſday. I ſhall tell my miſtreſs 1 


am going to ſee my mother, You 


promiſed to give me a watch, and I ſup- 


| poſe you will bring it with you. Adieu, 
my dear fir; I love you as much as 


you deſerve, and that is a great deal 
indeed. 


| Langon, at Labille 8, a millener, l 
"=, Honorc-ſtrect. 


LE T. 


- MADAuf DU BARRY. 9g 


charged me not, She would not even 
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LETTER . 


To Mr, BiLLARD Do Moxcz au, her 
Soqfather. 


Paris, December 30th, 1760. | 
Deareſt Godfather ind Sir, 


SIN E the time we met at Madame 
Gourdan's *, when you were ſo angry 
with me for being there, I have been 
under great uneaſineſs leſt I had en- 
tirely loſt your favour. I can aſſure you, 
| Sir, T have never been there ſince; but 
have 


* A very 3 ſcene was played betwixt the 8 | 
and his godchild at the houſe of this lady. Du Monceau uſed 
to viſit the procureſs pretty frequently : ſhe had promiſed to 

introduce him to a fine young girl, who had never been 
| ſhewn to the town; the gentleman was punctual, and who 
© ſhould this new face be but his god-daughter. Aſhamed, 
and confounded at being ſeen in ſuch a houſe by the girl, he 
ſcolded her very heartily for coming there; © but, god- 
father, (ſaid the child very ſmartly) can there be any harm 
in coming where you are?” The godfather flew in a paſſion 
at this retort, and gave her- ſeveral ſtrokes with his cane; 
the god-daughter cried out aloud, and Madame Gourdan ran 

. . in, and parted them, We muſt do Madame Du Barry the 
Juſtice to ſay, that ſhe never went to that lady's houſe after 
mie adventure. 


(e 


MADAME DU BARRY. 11 


have kept at home at M. Labille's, 
where I give great ſatisfaction. Permit 
me to wiſh you many happy years, and 
a continuance of every felicity, I beg 
to be reſtored to your favour, which 1 
prize very much. I durſt not go to your 
houſe for fear you ſhould take it ill; 
for which reaſon my dear mother is 
the bearer of this letter. I pray God 
to preſerve you many and many years, 
I Am, with the oreateſt reſpect, 

My leareſt Godfather and Sir, 


Vour's, &c. 


Manon VAUBERNIER, 


I. E T- | 


9 3 
8 * 
"4 
FIG — — — — — — L bene 7 — — 
8 — . i wer 9s." ——— 932 _—_ 
nr A AS — — 
— * 
$ 4 : 


n 


— 
ome 


— 
ela 2” 
— 


- 7 
ny — 1 v1 ]§‚§— regs ne — — —ů— — 
A — 


- 
Te. ; 
N 
17 
13 4 
| * 
11 
11 
, 
11 
1 | 
T3 
1 * 
* 
1 the 
5 x L 
4 
_- 
ww 
= {129 N 
2 5 
| * 
11 
17 
THEE 
: 
: o5 
117 
5 
EC 
15 
13+ 
? + 
$24 * 
6 7 i 
TIES 
: 
3m}. 
(34+ 
*2 
: U 
57 
F _ * 
1 
2 * 
IF} 
i | 
5 2 # 
. 
417. 
1 
FTE 
} "1 
FR3 7 
7 
THE 
1221 
+7 
19 
1 
95 Fo 7 
11171 
4. 
11 
4.3 
4 5 
111 
: 
. 
11 
| 
* 
. 


— 8 — 4 
— — 


1 — IP 
* ” 1 CI” Ws : 
— — — © ot Oe ˙ nr "moe — 
n p : 
- — 
: Aon hen 7 : , 


10 LETTERS ro AND FROM 


LET ILL VI. 


To Mr. PiLLARp Do Moxcz av, her 


5 l Godfather. 


Paris, December zoth, 116. 


Deareſt Godfather and Sir, 


81 N CE the time we met at Madame 
Gourdan's *, when you were ſo angry 
with me for being there, I have been 
under great unea ſineſs leſt I had en- 
tirely loſt your favour. I can aſſure you, 
: Sir, 1 have never been chere ſince; but 
„„ have 


8 very pleafant ſcene was played betwixt the godfather 


and his godchild at the houſe of this lady. Du Monceau uſed 
to viſit the procureſs pretty frequently: ſhe had promiſed to 
introduce him to a fine young girl, who had never' been 
ſhewn to the town; the gentleman was punctual, and who 
" ſhould this new face be but his god-daughter. Aſhamed, 
and confounded at being ſeen in ſuch a houſe by the girl, be 


ſcolded her very heartily for coming there; © but, 


god- 


father, (ſaid the child very ſmartly) can there be any harm 
in coming where you are?” The godfather flew in a paſſion 


at this retort, and gave her: ſeveral ſtrokes with his cane; 


the god-daughter cried out aloud, and Madame Gourdan ran 
in, and parted them. We muſt do Madame Du Barry the 
_ Juſtice to ſay, that ſhe never went to that lady's houſe Aer | 


this nne. 


—— ed 
att Tie —— 


Map Au DU BARRY, 11 
have kept at home at M. Labille's, 
where I give great ſatisfaction. Permit 
me to with you many happy years, and 
a continuance of every felicity, I beg 
to be reſtored to your favour, which I 
prize very much. I durſt not 80 to your 
houſe for fear you ſhould take it ill; 

for which reaſon my dear mother is 
the bearer of this letter. I pray God 
to preſerve you many and many years. 
Lam, with the greateſt reſpect, 


My Jeareſt Godfather and Sir, 
Your's, &c. 


Manon VAUBERNIER, 


"LET: 


1 LETTERS TO AND FROM 
LE f TER VII. 


| From M. * DuvaL, Clerk in the Navy 
„ 


— — — IAC 
- ' N — Oy a 


= q February Gth, 1767. 
| W HY, my dear Langon, did you 
refuſe Nanking me the happieſt of man- 

kind? 


FP 2 


* The circumſtance Which brought M. Duval 2cquainted 
wich Madame Du Barry was ſomewhat ſingular. This 
young man was of a good figure, and had an income ſuffi- 

| | cient to enable him to dreſs genteelly, He lodged in Labille's 

T 3 houſe; Mademoiſelle Langon took a liking to him, and 

== made the firſt advances, She made them in this manner, 
if | Her miſtreſs could draw, and now and then gave the girls of 
I the ſhop a leſſon. Little Langon had made ſome progreſs, and 
amuſed herſelf with ketchiog the likeneſs of Duval; when 

| the had finiſhed her portrait, ſhe ſtuck it upon Duval's door. 
As ſoon as the young gentleman came home, he found it 
there, and immediately gueſſed it was the work of ſome of 

Labille's young ladies, on whole heart he muſt have made an 

impreſſion. His vanity was flattered, and he was from that 
moment in love with her. Which of them it was he did not 
know ; but no matter : he, ſticks the portrait up again, firft 

| writing under it, I wvwould fain know whadrew this, The 
next evening he finds another paper ſtuck upon it, with the 
figure of a young girl, and under it theſe words, I drew it. 
Behold him now enchanted with his good fortune; and as 

| ſoon 26 the mw was opened, next en he entered it, 

and 
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kind? you aſſured me; I told uh I 
did the fame; we had full liberty; 

time, the place were all as 00 
as we could have wiſhed, and yet we en- 
joyed only the ſhadow of pleaſure. 


By your own account you were not ſo 
reſerved with that fellow Bonnac. You 


5 promiſed to acquaint me with your rea- 
ſons, I long to know them, for I can- 
not gueſs what they can be. I did 
not ſleep the whole night; your image 
was always before my eyes, | fancied 


En  lhad 


and reviewed all the young ladies. Langon ſmiled ; ſhe wks. 


from that moment the object of his paſſion, he thought only 
of her. In the evening he writes upon the door theſe words, 


When can my painter ceme to finiſh my picture ? Little 


Langon, when ſhe went to bed, read them, and wrote un- 


derneath, Tour painter vill come and breakfaſt with you 


to-morrow at nine o'clock ;, leave your door open, Duval 


got every thing ready againtt the time appointed, and took 


care to ſend his man out of the way. The door was left 
ajar, and in trips young Lancon. They faſtened themſelves 
withinſide; they breakfilted; The young man takes ſome 


| liberties with his lover; ſhe refuſes him none except the laſt. 


He demands an explanation; ſhe promiſes one the next 


day. It was to engage her to keep ber word, chat he wrote 
tus letter. 
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| 1 | "BS LETTERS TO AND FROM 
I had you in bed with me; I thought 
I heard your voice, and that F: held 
you in my arms; but it was no more, 
L | - my dear charmer, than a dream. Give 
1 your reaſons to my ſervant, who i is the 
bearer of this. I wait your anſwer 
with the greateſt impatience, for, be- 
leve me, I am the moſt PII 
5 of lovers. Bs . 
2 | Epc! 5 N 


— 


= * T E R VIII. 
| | 3 5 To M. Duval. 


| | YES, my dear friend, I faid it, and 
- repeat it to you again, I love you very 
' fincerelyy Lou have told me as much; 
but on your part it is only a ſudden 
fl | ſpark of paſſion, which enjoyment will 
in a moment put out, and then you 
| *- will think no more of me, I begin 
Fo to know mankind, Attend, and I will 
tell 
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Mapame DU BARRY. 15 
tell you my ſentiments, I am tired of 
Working in a ſhop; I with to be my 
own miſtreſs; and I want to find ſome- 
body who will keep me. If I did not 
love you, I ſhould endeavour to get 
what money I could from you; I ſhould , 
bid you take an apartment for ine, and 
furniſh it; but as you told me you were 
not- rich, we may live in the ſame lodg- 
ing, and the difference in houſekeeping 


will be nothing at all. I ſhall coſt you 


nothing but in my board and dreſs; 


and if you are agreeable ; allow me 
only one hundred livres a month, and I 


will find myſelf in every thing. Upon 


this plan we may live happily together, 
and you will have no cauſe to complain 


of my reſerve. If you love me, accept 
my offer; if you do not, let us ſeek 
our fortunes ſeparately. Good day to 
IO. - 1 | embrace you with all my heart, 


| Langon, | 
on of February, 1761, at night. Rd | 
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%% DB RNC 
From M. Du vA. 
al 15th, 176 1. | 1 
v 0 U would e bel ſur - 
prized, my dear little girl, when you py 
heard that I had leſt my lodgings 
ſo ſaddenly. Your perſiſting to refuſe 
to make me completely happy, has 
cauſed me to give the preference to a 
lady, whom a little compliance on your 
part would have eaſily prevailed on me 5 
1 to ſacrifice to you. You mult know 
| | then, that I have made a conqueſt of a 
lady, whoſe rank does not a little 
flatter my vanity; and it is ſettled 
betwixt us, that 1 ſhould come and 
live with her. Be aſſured, my charmer, 
that if the moments I have paſſed with 
you. have not been engaging enough to 


have made me your conſtant lover, they 
Have 


— N 


MA DAME DU BARRY. 17 | ö 
always em me your friend whilſt g 
Ive. 1 Him 6 f 

Duvar. 4 

L 3 E * * ; 
To M. Dovar, | | 

16th April, SOR u 


You den me that you have left 
me for a lady of diſtinction, ſome great 
lady without doubt, with whom you are 
going to live, I am of opinion you gra- 
tified your own vanity in telling me 
this news. I know not if your heart 
is concerned, but I doubt it. I know 
that love makes no diſtinction of ranks ; 
and that he divides women only into two 
claſſes, the handſome and the ugly. I 
know too that a young girl of ſixteen is 
always preferable to a great fat creature 
of forty years of age, though ſhe had 
the blood of the Bourbons in her veins. * | 
C3 Think 


; 


- 
133 
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18 LET T ERS To Axp FROM 
Think of this; I give you twenty-four 
hours to conſider of it. Believe me 
you will never have the ſame offer made 
you twice. 1 would not have you think 
I am at a doſs. I have a lover far beyond 
you in point of figure; he is beſides 
younger than you are ; of a better com- 
plexion in ſhort; he is as handſome 
as an angel. Methinks I hear yau cry, 
fye, for ſhame, when I tell you he is 
my hair-drefſer. But don't you know, 
that great ladies of quality often prefer 
their footmen to their huſbands ? and, 
ſurely, you will not pretend to diſpute | 

their taſte. Aſk your's, if ſhe conſider- 
ed rank or condition, when ſhe took 
you? Mine has offered me marriage; 
but I ſhall not accept his offer, for 1 
might be tempted to break my mar- 
rage vows. If I do not chuſe to marry 
him, he agrees to furniſh me a lodging, 
and to ſpend all his earnings with me. 
Me ſhall ſee how it anſwers; fo long as 
we 


Manrame DU BARRY. 79 


we continue to like one another, every 
thing will go well. Adieu; think of 
. what I ſay to you. I certainly do love 
you at this preſent writing; but it will 
be ſoon over, and you will with to have 
me when you are tired of your lady of 
quality: but all in vain; the hair-dreſ- 
ſer will have rivalled you ; you will be 
vexed, and I ſhall laugh at you. | 
L. ANON. 


rn 
To 1 Laux, reſiding i in London. : 


Paris, 3 4 1761, 

W E are now, my unhappy friend, 
very far ſeparated from each other, and 
both of us in a wretched ſituation! 
That you ruined yourſelf by living 
with me I know very well and you 


know W 


* This Lamnet: 1s the n of W mention ie 


made in the laſt letter. It ſeems he lived with Madame 
Du er about four mmonene, 
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Think of this; I give you twenty-four 
hours to conſider of it. Believe me 
you will never have the ſame offer made 
you twice. I would not have you think 
I am at a doſs. I have a lover far beyond 
you in point of figure; he is beſides 
younger than you are ; of a better com- 
plexion ;—in ſhort; he is as handſome 
as an angel. Methinks I hear yau cry, 
fye, for ſhame, when J tell you he is 
my hair-dreſſer. But don't you know, 
that great ladies of quality often prefer 
their footmen to their huſbands ? and, 
ſurely, you will not pretend to diſpute 
their taſte. Aſk your's, if ſhe conſider- 
ed rank or condition, when ſhe took 
you? Mine has offered me marriage; 
but I ſhall not accept his offer, for 1 
might be tempted to break my mar- 
riage-vows, If I do not chuſe to marry 
him, he agrees to furniſh me a lodging, 
and to ſpend all his earnings with me. 
Me ſhall ſee how it anſwers; fo long as 
we 
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we continue to like one another, every 


What I ſay to you. I certainly do love 
you at this preſent writing ; but it will 
be ſoon over, and you will with to have 
me when you are tired of your lady of 
quality: but all in vain; the hair-dreſ- 
ſer will have rivalled you; you will be 
vexed, and I ſhall laugh at you. 
35 L ANCO N. 


d T.K-R- AL 
To“ LaMErT, reſiding in London. 
Paris, 3oth Auguſt, 1761. 
WE are now, my unhappy friend, 
very far ſeparated from each other, and 
both of us in a wretched ſituation! 
That you ruined yourſelf by living 
with me I know very well and you 
> 602 SO 


| * This Lamet is the hair-drefſer of whom mention is 


made in the laſt letter, It ſeems he lived with Madame 
Du Barry about four nd | 


thing will go well. Adieu; think of 
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know too. that hilft we lived Sober 
tably together, I refuſed to be kept by 

+ M. Monoye, who agreed to diſcard 
his fat miſtreſs, Madame Laurens. I 
loved you, and I fancied we ſhould do 
well; but it ſignifies nothing to fret and 

grieve; we muſt have a good heart, 
Do you endeavour to pick up ſome 
money in London, and I will ſtrive to 
ruin ſome old fool or other, who ſhall 
take me into keeping; and the firſt of 
us who grows rich ſhall help the other. 
What ſay you to this? I muſt inform 
you that I live with my mother again, 
Who has ſcarcely enough for herſelf; ſo 
to help out we go every evening to the 
Palais Royal, or the Thuilleries. Some- 
times we get our 17 or 18 livres be- 
twixt us and ſometimes leſs; however 
8 | We 


i. 


+ M. Monoye, a proctor in the parliament, lived with 
Madame Laurens upwards of twenty years. She kept a 
zeweller's thop in St. amd and has a ner by 
dene * 


th 


2 
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we make a ſhift to live, Still I am in 
hopes we ſhall not be forced to do this 
long, but ſhall make ſome good acquain- 
tance to bring us out of this way, Adieu, 
my dear Lamet, love me, and let me 
hear from you. 1 am your's whilſt I 
live. 


LAxęox. 


CET TER I 


To M. > © be GARDE, Maſter of the 
8 Requeſis. GE 


2 art 31th July, 1764. 


You inſiſt upon my opening my 
heart to you, lar, and declaring whe- 
ther 


& Pather Ange Piepus paſſed for the brother-in-law of 
Madame Du Barry's mother. In the year 1762, he ſaid 
Maſs at the Cour-neuve on holidays and Sundays to the old 
Madame la Garde, the widow of an exceeding rich Farmer- 
General, The Father found means to introduce this pre- 


tended niece to the lady, and ſhe was taken into the family 


'as a companion. She had two ſons, one a Maſter of the 
Requeſts, the other a Farmer General, Madame Du Barry 


Was 


— 
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ul 22 LETTERS To AND FROM 
I ther you are agrecable in my eyes. It MM 


is a difficult confeſſion to engage a wo- 
man to make; but at my time of life 
= it is hard to diſſemble. I tell you 
e that I have a regard for you, i 
and that I find great ſatisfaction in your : 
company; but there is ſo great a diſ- | 
tance betwixt us, in point of birth and 5 
fortune, that ſuch a declaration as this 
is a very dangerous one to make, and 
it may coſt me many tears now that! 5 
have made it. What is your end in 
Proſecuting your paſſion for me? Is it 
not to ruin a virtuous young perſon, 
whom after having ruined you will for- 
ſake? What is to become of her then 
-when deſerted and deſpiſed by all that 
YA N 723 know 


was addreſſed by both, and gave them both encouragement. 
She loved the Maſter of Requeſts, but the other was the 
richeſt; however, ſhe was never able to attach either of 
them to herſelf, This little intrigue was diſcovered by the 
mother, and Madame Du Barry was thereupon turned out 
of the family, The Maſter of the Requeſts, who had the 
good fortune to engage her affections, never made her any 
returns. . 


— 
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know her? Ah, fir, take my advice, 


ſtifle this infant-paſſion in its birth. Let 


me be the object of your eſteem only, 


and I ſhall continue to be happy. I 


ſhall always entertain the moſt orateful 
ſenſe of the many favours which I have 


received from you, and the good lady 
your mother. I beg the continuance of 
them, and that you will believe me to 


be with the bigheſt regard, fir, &c. 


DE VAUBERNIER, 


LAST e 


To M. La Garg, Farmer-General, 


Cour-neuve, 3oth July, 764. 


A THOUSAND thanks, ſir, for 


the repeater which I have, juſt received 


without knowing from whom; but as 
there 


24. LETTERS. TO AND FROM | 


there is no man living who knows how 
to confer favours like yourſelf, J imme- 
diately placed it to the ſcore of your 
generolity, and I am ſure I am not de- 
ceived. It is you alone can make pre- 
ſents in ſo noble a manner, I] am only 
ſorry I cannot wear it. Every body will 
admire it, and your mother will of 
courſe aſk me how I came by it. So 
that I muſt content myſelf with hang- 
ing it at my bed's head, and making 
it ſtrike whilſt I think of the donor. 
It is a great ſatisfaction to have our be- 
nefactors always preſent in the mind. 
We ſhall ſee you here on Saturday. 
% Nen promiſed your mother to come; 
and 1 for my part look forward to the 
hour of your coming with great plea- 
ſure. I am, with many acknow ledg- 
ments, &c. 


DE VAUBIRNIER. 


LET. 


—H— — —U—— . —— cetedatdies 
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RET TER XIV. 


To M. LA G ARDE, Maſter of | the 
- 18 Kequeſts. 


Cour- neuve, 11th Auguſt, 1766 

VO found the way, fir, to intro- 
duce yourſelf privately into my bed- 
chamber lat Monday, and my fright 
was ſo great that I had neither power to 
bid you begone, nor to cry out. You 
got into bed What proieliaions: « did 
you not make in that moment 
How ſoon am I undeceived ! I fog _ 
with great regret the very next day that 
you had little regard for me. You paid 1 
every attentign to that Farmer-general's i 
lady, who though the mother of four 
children ridiculouſly pretends to beauty, 
Lou told me it was only by way of diſ- 
guiſe, Ah, fir, I know better ; there 
was too much of warmth ; too much of 
pales in your looks and words, to 


D:: | induce 


* 1 
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26 LET T ERS To AxD FROM 
induce me to believe you feigned. Vou 
have impoſed upon my weakneſs; you 
have ſeduced me, and now you mean 
to abandon me; at leaſt I have all the 
reaſon in the world to fear ne KF it is 
not ſo, leave me no longer in doubt. 
Tell me ſincerely what you mean to do, 
and reſtore me to life again. I expect 

your anſwer to-morrow by St. Louis. If 

1 do not hear from you, I will go on 
| purpoſe to Paris to reproach you with | 
Four treatment. In the mean time, 
Jam, fir, &c. e 


*% 


Dr VAUBERNIER,. 


LET TE KR XV. 


To LAME r, at London. 


Conr-neuve, 14th. Anguf 1764, 
YO U are now ſettled, my dear 


Lamet, in the ſervice of a Lord at a 
ry 
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falary of fifty pounds ſterling a year. 
I give you joy upon it; endeavour to 
keep your place ill Wee ſhall prove 

more favourable to me. I am at preſent 
in the family of Madame La Garde, 
the Farmer-general's widow, as her 
ladyſhip's companion. Vou ſee I begin 


to creep up into high life. She has 
two ſons; the one a gownſman; the 


other a financier. They both pay their 
addreſſes to me: I know not Which is 


the moſt generous, but I give them 


both hopes, and I ſtrive to engage 
one of them to take me into keeping. 


I pretend to great modeſty in order to 
egg them on. Adieu, my dear friend; 
I ſhall inform you of every thing par- 


ticular that relates to myſelf. Let me 
hear from you often, and believe to be 
'whilſt I live your loving friend. 


LAN SON DE VAUBERNIER. 
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From the Count Du BARRY. 


Pali June 2oth, 1567. 0 

T HAVE already ſpoken to you 1 
ſeveral times, my charming creature, : 
MO. your coming to live with 2 
; but 1 never had a P oper opportu- Z 

ay to give you all the reaſons, and : 


thew you all the advantages: that ſhould 
_ Induce. 


4 > 5 LIGATION 
r 
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* Here is a long interval in Madame Du Barry's life; 
Which we ihall endeavour to fill up in brief, with all the cer- 
fainty poſſibie. She leſt Madame la Carde's houſe the end 
of January, 1765, and went to her mother's, who was mar- 
ried a ſecond time to one Rangon, for whom Madame la 

| Garde had procured a ſmall place under the Farmer Gene- 
ral. She lived with her mother very virtuouſly, excepting 
one little intrigue which the had with a peruke-maker, a 
neighbour of her mother's, in Bourbon- ſtreet; but this af- 
fair made very little noiſe, There lived in the fame ſtreet a 
Marchioneſs Duqueſnoy, who had card-playing twice a 
week; to fill up the group ſhe took young Langon into her 

' - houſe, and the conſequence was that her houſe was much 

\, reſorted to. She ſtaid there eighteen months; that i is to ſay, 
all the year 1766, and the fix firſt months of the year 
1767; at which period ſhe went to live with the Count 
au Barry. | 
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induce you to determine upon it. I 
will now explain myſelf more clearly, 
You will be immediately inſtalled ſove- 
reign of my heart ; in right of which 


you become miſtreſs of my houſe, and 


govern my ſervants, who from thence- 
forth will be your's. As I ſee all the 
beſt company, you muſt not be ſurprized 
to find dukes, marquiſſes, and even 


princes of the blood coming to viſit at 


my houſe, or rather your's. They 


will be proud of paying their reſpects to 
Jou, becauſe you will appear in the 
higheſt ſtile, as you will have diamonds, 
and every ornament befitting a woman 
of the firſt rank. I have a public 
aſſembly once a week, when you will 
preſide, and do the honours of the 


| houſe. All will become your admirers, 
As ſoon as you come to me I will give 


you a few preparatory leſſons. With 
your accompliſhments and graces you. 


will not fail to be admired and adored. 
D 3 


„ "I 
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by all that ſee you. Conſider of what 
I here write, and give your conſent. I 
ſhall go to-morrow. to the Marchioneſs 
Duſqueſnoy's when I expect your an- 
ſwWer. I am, in the, mean time, with 
the moſt inviolable attachment, my 
charming girl, 


The Couxr Du Baxxy, | 
LET TER XN. 
To MADAME RANYON, og 
Auguſt 2d, 1767. 
MY Swiſs, my dear mother, t told Z 
you I was not at home yeſterday; It : 
ſhould not have happened fo, if I had 
Known of your coming. But our aſſem- 
bly was ſo late before it broke up, that 
I roſe later than uſual yeſterday. Hi- 
therto I find nothing but what is agreea- 
ble in my new eſtabliſnment. The 


Count ſeems. mug attached to me; 
he 


N : * 1 


he refuſes me nothing, and is eager to 
prevent my wiſhes. Our aſſemblies are 
exceeding brilliant ; and if I may judge 


from the attention paid to me, and 


the number and quality of the perſons 
1 ſee here, I think I ſhould be at no loſs 
to find a new eſtabliſhment, in caſe the 


Count ſhould take it into his head to be 


reconciled with her to whom I ſucceed ; 


or that any other accident ſhould break 
off our connexion. However, I will not 


trouble myſelf about what may happen 


hereafter; I hate thinking, and love to 


enjoy the preſent moment. Adieu, my 


dear mother, the bearer of this will 
give you fix louis d'ors. Come to me 


to-morrow at eleven o'clock. Don't fay 


you are my mother, but aſk for Made 


moiſelle Lange, which i IS the name I paſs 
by here. 


 VAUBERNIER LANGE. 
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LET. T R XVII. 


70 M. Ravix 5 5 St. Fox Treaſurer 
General of the Navy. 


December 6th, 14707 
1 AM, my dear St. Foix, extremely 


unhappy. You cannot poſſibly imagine 
how ill Du Barry behaves to me. I am 
tired of being expoſed. to the brutality 
and caprices of his temper. If my 
ſituation has. had its ſweets, they are 
now quite embittered by his tyranny, 
and Iam determined to break with him, 
and leave his houſe, Amongſt the num- 
ber of gentlemen who frequent his houſe, 
you are the perſon I like beſt, for you 
ſeem to be of an amiable diſpoſition. * 
give you now a fair opportunity to prove 
the ſincerity of all the fine things you 
have ſaid to me; and the great pro- 
feſſions you have made me. But, re- 
| member, 1 mean nothing but a ſerious 


connexion; 
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connexion; on no other terms will I 
engage with you. You know well I 
have ſufficient choice; but I have a 
regard for you, and I give you the re- 
fuſal. We ſhall both be gainers if you 
conſent to my propoſal. You will have 
the entire poſſeſſion of a woman who © 
has ſome pretenſions to beauty, and J 

_ ſhall have the ſalisfaction to be no longer 
within the power of a tyrant, Adieu; 
determine ſpeedily, and let me have 
your anſwer, J am, if you chuſe it, 
| intirely 2 * 
5 | LANOE. 


* N XIX. 


"To M ADAME Ra NFON. 
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1 1 June 3d, 1766. A 
Y 0 U know, my deal mother, what | 


cauſe I have had here for uneaſineſs | 
and vexation. I could never have ſup- 
poſed that a man, for whom I felt no 
pailion, could have gained ſuch an aſ- 
; cendancy 
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cendancy over me as the Count has 
done. However, ſince I faw you, things 


were carried to ſuch a length that I. hd. 
determined to leave him. I had for that 


purpoſe written to a man, who pretended 
love to me. But though he was of a 


temper to ſacrifice every thing to plea- 


ſures of the moment, he had his diffi- 


culties about engaging on a ſettled plan, 
. ſeemed unwilling to take charge of 


I was juſt thinking of making 


1 choice, when an event, as for- 
tunate as it was unexpected, made me 
alter my reſolution, and has attached 


me more than ever to Du Barry, I 
have not time to relate particulars. 1 
| can only ſay that Monſieur Le Bel, valet 
de chambre to his Majeſty, and his con- 


fident, is to dine here to-day, The 
Count ſpoke to him concerning me, and 


you may gueſs the occaſion of his com- 
ing here, and What our deſigns. are. 


We = Hp Le Bel every moment whilſt 
I write, 
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J urite. Rejoice with me, my dear 
mother! Though nothing 1s yet certain, 
I cannot reſiſt entertaining the moſt flat- 


tering hopes. The Count has made me 
paſs for his ſiſter-in- law, and I am pre- | 


pared to act my part accordingly. But 
J hear M. Le Bel's coach, and I leave 
off writing to receive him. Adieu, my 
dear mother. Salt 


VaunennIer LANGE, 


EE T-T EA XY 
To LAMET, in London. 


Compeigne, Sept, 3d, 1766. 
1 H AVE juſt received your letter, 
my dear Lamet. It was next to a mira- 


cle that it found me after the alteration | in 


my fortune. Luckily they ſent it from 
Madame La Garde's to my mother, who 


conveyed it fafely to me. You with 
me to go to you at London, where you 


doubt 
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doubt not of my making my fortune. 
But all J could ever hope to get by your 
Engliſh Lords, would not equal what 1 


at preſent. eryoy, and which at one time 
could never preſume to expect. You 
little thought when we lived together, 
that you poſſeſſed a woman, who ſhould 
one day have a title, and become the 
miſtreſs of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


I thick I fee you now rubbing your 
eyes, as doubting whether you are per- 
fectly awake whilſt you read this part, 


It is even ſo, my poor Lamet; I have 


married (for form-ſake only) a great fat 


fellow, a Count Du-Barry, and I am 
at this preſent moment at Compeigne, 
where I exerciſe, with all its powers, 


5 the office of the favourite Sultana. I 


have no need to enjoin you ſecrecy ; you 


muff be ſenſible of what conſequence it 
is to yourſelf, as well as to me, not to 
blab. In order to ſecure your ſilence, 
ns at the ſame time to make you ſome 


amends 


n 
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amends for the thouſand crowns I have 


W coſt you, I fend you incloſed a bill for 
S a thouſand pounds ſterling.” It is paya- 


ble to the bearer, ſo that when you 


receive the money you Will have no 
occaſion to give your name. Pray write 
to me no more, till I ſhall point out in 


what way you are to ſend your letters, 


| expect you will uſe diſcretion, and 


W you may rely on my friendſhip, of 


which 1 wiſh to give you prodis.” 


The Counteſs Du Ba RRY, 


rr 
From the Count Du BARRY, 


| Paris, gth Sept. 1768. 


Yo U are now, my dear“ ſiſter, 
on the very pinnacle of fortune's wheel. 


R ·˙· cf 


Ws... Madame Du Barry was married the 1ſt of September, 


1768, at St. Laurence s church, to William Du Barry, her 
Kkeeper's 
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You have nothing left to wiſh for. 
But great circumſpection mult be uſed 
to keep you from falling. When in pri- 
vate with the King, be always gay, 
lively, and good-humoured ; in public 
be reſerved, and decent; in ſhort, the 
ſame as you ſee all others of the court. 
I would. not have you, however, carry 
yourſelf in a haughty manner ; on the 
contrary, you ſhould behave with the 
greateſt politeneſs and affability to every 
one, eſpecially to the ladies. You 
mult needs think the women all envy 
you ; and that there is not one of them, 
DE, who 


- 


+ keeper's brother. Le Bel, who introduced her to the King, 
told his Majeſty that ſhe was married to a perſon of rank, 

not ſuppoſing he would ever take ſuch an extraordinary ae 
to her as he did. Fearing afterwards that the King would 
diſcover the impoſition through ſome other perſon, and tha: 
thereupon he ſhould be in diſgrace, he threw himſelf at the 
King's feet, and told him he had been impoſed upon himſci;, 
and that Madame Da Barry was neither married, nor a 
woman of condition, “ So much the worſe, replied the 
King, let her be married immediately, that it may be out 
of my power to be guilty of a folly,” Accordingly withig 
-a week the marriage was en | 
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who at the 1 RATS time that ſhe makes 


you every profeſſion of friendſhip, does 
not wiſh your fall. Endeavour by every 


poſſible means to make the Duke de 


Choiſeul your friend; he is a great mi- 
niſter, and can do what he pleaſes with 
his maſter, Write to me every day. 
That 1 may give no jealouſy to people 
in office, I ſhall ſtay at Paris, and will 
go very ſeldom to court. You are ſenſi- 
ble you have no friend that is to be 
truſted beſides myſelf ; ſo do not fail to 
acquaint me with the moſt trifling matter 
= that concerns yourſelf, I am, your 
. brother and friend, . 


The Count Du Bannr. 
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To the Coun Du BARRv. 


1 
{ 


October I seh, 1 768. 


HIS Majeſty has the ſame regard 
for me, my dear brother, as ever. He 
is pleaſed whenever court is made to me. 
But I am much diſſatisfied with the 
Duke de Choifeul. He ſeems to have 
a ſettled diſlike, The Dutcheſs * his 
oo TL. ſiſter 
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*The Dutcheſs de Grammont was the 8 
woman belonging to the court. She was haughty and im- 
perious, and endeavoured to rule the whole court. She had 
gained ſuch aſcendancy over her brother the Duke de Choi- 
ſeul, that ſhe did with him as ſhe pleaſed, © This dutcheſs, 
lays a writer of that time, was a complete court-lady, in 
every ſenſe of the term; that is to ſay, ſhe was determined, 
forward, and without ſhame, She conſidered decency of 
behaviour as only proper for the vulgar ; and tho? ſhe was 
forty years of age, ſhe fancied ſhe had ſtill power to-pleaſe 
the ſovereign. Taking advantage of her rank, and the fa- 
vour in which her brother ſtood, ſhe intruded into the 
private apartments, and forced herſelf upon the monarch's 
ſecret pleaſures. Abuſing the eafineſs of his temper, and, 
his paſſion for women, ſhe ſeveral times participated his bed, 


almoſt againſt his will, As this commerce was rather the 
. - | Fa effect 
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filter is in a fury whenever ſhe ſees me. 
When ſhe looks at me, it is with eyes 
full of revenge and malice. It is im- 
| poſſible I can ever be upon terms with 
that woman, I am told the brother and 
ſiſter have had ſongs made about me. 
Should I complain to the King? You 
ought to know what paſſes abroad better 
than I do. How am I to act? I wait 
your reply that I may nique nothing 
without your advice. I am, with many 
acknowledgements, my dear brother, 
your ſiſter and friend, 


The CouNnTEss Du Bankr. 
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r 
From the Coun Do Bannv. 


1 "Pk October 16th, 1768. 
WE muſt conduct ourſelves, my 


dear ſiſter, with great prudence, As 
3 "> 


and; effect of teazing, and in ſome meaſure, always a violation 
bed, of the king's inclinations, it was of courſe at an end, 


when Madame du l Was won to court. u. 
Tec ira, 


7 i 
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uwe cannot make the two Choiſeuls our 
friends, we mult not give them cauſe of 
offence. If after having tried to make 
them look on us with favourable eyes, 
we cannot obtain our end, we muſt en- 
dea vour to undermine them by flow 
degrees; which is no more than doing 
by them what they are at this moment 
ſtriving to do by us. But let us be cau- 
tious not to make any open attack, 
till ſuch time as we have a party ſtrong 

enough to oppoſe to theirs. 

I fend you two liſts, which | you muſt 
frequently conſult; one of them will 
 ſhew you who are of the Choiſeul party _ 
their number you will find formidable. 
Be circumſpect; and yet at the ſame 
time always behave to them with extra- 
ordinary politeneſs. Liſten to no hints 
from them which may put you upon 
ſteps that lead to your ruin. Strive to 
add ſome of their creatures to our party, 
| but 


—— 


2 
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but have no perfect reliance on them 


until you are well convinced they are 
to be truſted. The ſecond liſt contains 
| either ſuch of whoſe ſentiments we are 
- doubtful, or the ſecret enemies of the 
Choiſeuls. Let your behaviour to them, 
declare your inclinations to favour them, 


and your readineſs to uſe all your credit 


to make them your friends, I cannot 


repeat to you too often, to acquaint me 
with every difficulty you meet with, 


: upon which you may have time to get 


my anſwer. Upon any ſudden occaſion 
you may conſult with my ſiſter. 
Your riſe has in a manner been 


brought about by accident; but I would 


have you be of opinion that you will 
not be able to maintain your ground, 
unleſs you mean implicitly to purſue 
the plan of conduct which I ſhall lay 
down for you; and that you will run the 
greateſt riſk in deviating from it but for 

a moment. 
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a moment. Notwithſtanding your diſlike 


of artifice, and cunning, be aſſured, 


that nothing elſe will ſupport you. Tam 
not at all ſurprized at what you tell me 


of Madame de Grammont's behaviour ; 
no woman ever yet forgave her rival. 


As long as I am ſure that you pleaſe the 


king, I ſhould wiſh that ſhe carried her 
inſolence much further; and her jealous, 
and vindictive ſpirit will certainly hurry 


ber to ſuch lengths as cannot fail to be 


as fatal to her as they will be favourable 


to us, eſpecially as her brother is ſo 
weak as to ſuffer himſelf to be governed 
by her. If you come on Saturday to 
Paris, as you intend, I will tell you 


more than I have wrote here, though my 
letter is already of a conſiderable length. 


I am, my dgar ſiſter, your Weder, and 


Send, 
| The CounT Du Ranny 


5 F. I forget to tell you that I knew 


of ow being the ſubject of a ſong + 


before 
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e are certainly the occaſion of 
it; but, however, ſay not a word of it 
5 the King, for if he knows nothing of 
it, your complaint will only ſerve to ex- 
cite his curioſity, and that might perhaps 
3 attended with bad conſequences. 


L. E T T ER XXIV. 


Paris, Takes 11th, 765. 
T HAVE received your letter of ex- 
cule , Sir, and I am willing to pardon 


vou; 


X The occaſion of writing this letter is pleaſant enough. 
The Duke had known Madame du Barry under the name 


of Mademoiſelle Lange, whilſt ſhe lived with the Count du 
Barry, He went to Corfica, and returned from thenae ſome 


time after her marriage. Ignorant that ſhe was the King's 


_ miſtreſs, he enquired for her at the Count's; being informed 
where ſhe lived, he flies to her, and by accident meets 


with her at home. He accoſts her very familiarly, attempts 


to ſalute her, and treats her as if ſhe was a lady of pleaſure, 


She aſſumes a ſerious air, and tells him ſhe is married. S0 


much the better warnte the 9 " then we ſhall bave 
the 
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before I received” your letter. The 
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vou; I am good natured, and not apt 


to bear malice; but I would have you 
for the future behave to pretty women in 
a different manner. They deſerve to 
have reſpect ſhewn them, I wiſh you @ 
| gre day, and am, fir, &. 


The Counteſs Du BAR av. 


i t r „n xv 


From the Count Du BAAA v. 


| 17th April, 1769. 
'F H E Choiſeul party will always 


have the upper hand of us, my dear 
fiſter, until you are preſented at court. 
5 . 


the pleaſure of making a cuckold.“ Madame du Barry 


SE finding him continue troubleſome, rung her bell, and bid 


her ſervants tell the Duke's people that he was going, 


The Duke ſurprized at ſuch a reception, went back to the 


Count Du Barry's and told him the ſtory, The Count in- 
formed him of her prefent ſituation, upon which the Duke 
wrote to apologize for his rudeneſs. We have not been able 
to procure a fight of this letter; it was not amongſt thoſe 


which fell into our hands when Madame Du Barry was ſent 
to the Convent of Pont aux Darnes, The letter muſt need? 
be 4 curiolity, | 


foe bans Loc Sa” 
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We muſt obtain this honour. The 


Counteſs de * Barn has promiſed to in- 


troduce you; the critical ſituation of 
her affairs has removed every difficulty. 
We ſee plainly now the hatred and jea- 
louſy of the Choiſeuls. They have not 


only countenanced the ſcandalous ſongs 


which ſpread about the court and city 
concerning you, of which they are ſe- 
cretly the authors, but they are more 
than ever attached to the Royal Family, 


whom oy diſpoſe againſt you £ as much 


* Madame de Bearn is ſprung from a family of rank, but 


poor, She is the widow of a gentleman belonging to the 


body-gpard, She came to Paris to follow a law-ſuit which 
the maintained a long time againſt the family of Saluces, and 
which might be an object to her of 300,000-livres. Having | 
obtained a conſiderable proviſion, ſhe was enabled to appear 


according to her rank, and to improve her intereſt, Ske 
was related to the Richelieu and d'Aiguillon families, who 
aſſiſted her in gaining her cauſe, and afterwards prevailed 


upon ber to preſent Madame Du Barry at court. The proſ- 


pect of fortune, which ſuch a ſtep opened to her, overcame 


her prejudices, and made ker * the ridicule ſhe ex- 
poſed herſelf to, 


£e 


> the world. 
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as they are able, by ſetting you out in 
the blackeſt colours of calumny and lan- 
der. As you ſtand higher than ever in 


the King s favour, you muſt take a re- 
ſolution to throw yourſelf at his feet in 
an agony of grief, and intreat him by 
all the regard he has for you, not to 
expole you to be ſcoffed at and reviled 


by your enemies, but to give orders for 
your being preſented. You will add 


upon this occaſion whatever your own 


feelings ſhall ſuggeſt to you, This is 


the only ſtep. that can be taken likely to 
anſwer the end. See that you do it be- 
fore the end of the week; and do it with 
mich an emphaſis of grief, that the 
"King's heart may be touched, I beg 


this may be the firſt piece of intelligence 
I have from court. I am always your 
brother, and the trueſt friend you have 


The Count Du Barzy. 


LE T- 
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L E * * E R N. 
From the SAME, 
Paris, 16th April, 1769. ag 1 0 
SOME words which you let drop fl 
to my lifter, and which ſhe has com- 9 
municated to me, alarm me very much. 1 
Tou faid, you were tired of having ql 
difficulties continually. to ſurmount. Fi. 
What could be the wor it that could — 


happen? „ Should the King diſcard = a 
„me, I will leave the court, and with _ 
% what he has already given me, and 
* the penſion which of courſe he will 
« ſettle upon me, I ſhall have enough 
0 appear in the world, and lead a 
( pleaſant and happy life.” Ah, my 
dear ſiſter, how little do you yet know 
of the court! Be aſſured what would | 
happen to you in ſuch a caſe would be = i Mk 
confinement in a convent for the reſt of , 
your life, without being permitted 10 ſee 

„ Þ . living 
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a living creature; nay you might think 
yourſelf well off to eſcape being poiſon- 
. ed. I ſay no more; this is enough, I 
PZ. think, to frighten you. Burn this letter. 
I.! refer you to that I wrote to you the day 
before yeſterday. Follow my laſt advice 
the moment you find an opportunity. 
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LOT TER XXVII, 


; Paris, 23d April, 1769. 
YOU fee, my dear ſiſter, by its 
effects, how proper the advice was 
which I gave you. You are now * pre- 
' ſented in ſpite of all the oppoſition of 
the adverſe pany. This event, by diſ- 
covering | 


* Madame Du Barry * was 1 at court the 22d ef 
April, 1769, by * Counteſs de Bearn 


e 
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covering the power you have over the 
King, muſt naturally intimidate our 
enemies, put them more on their guard, 
and leſſen their number, whilſt it makes 
a a ſenſible increaſe in that of our friends. 
But do you ſtill continue circumſpect, 
and watch over your own conduct with 
the moſt ſcrupulous attention, But 
chiefly have a care that the openneſs of 


ſome imprudent obſervation, 


to prejudice you with his Majeſty. IF 
you ſhould have committed any indiſ- 
cretion of the kind, take the firſt oppor- 


ſelf, in that pleaſing graceful manner 
which is ſo natural to you, and which 
engages all who know you. By this 
means, a matter, which repreſented by 


Majeſty againſt you, willend in a laugh: : 
F 2 


your temper does not betray you into 
or diſ- 
courſe, that may afterwards be reported 


tunity of mentioning it to the King your- 


an ill-diſpoled perſon, might ſet his 
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By bolog thus Seforehand. with your 
enemies, they will do themſelves more 
harm than they can do you, becauſe 
they ſhew that they bear you ill-will. 
You wil think perhaps that I dwell too 
much upon trifles ; but it often happens 
that things of little conſequence in ap- 
pearance, become in the end very ſerious 
matters. As I am under the neceſſity of 
giving you advice upon matters that 
may hereafter ariſe, as well as what 
actually do happen, it is poſſible that in 
the number of my obſervations, there 
may be many that you will have no 
occaſion to follow; I ſhall, notwith- 
ſtanding, continue the ſame practice, 
becauſe there can be no danger in ſaying 
too much, and there may be ſo in not 
ſaying enough, Your ſituation, the 
conſtant hurry in which you live, and 
the natura livelineſs of your temper, 

| might 


ceſſary to warn you. Placed as I am 


— 
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might betray you into acts of impru- [1 
dence, againſt which it is abſolutely ne- 1 


behind the ſcene, I am able to form a 

better judgment of. things than you can 

poſſibly do; and your experience mult 

convince, you that I ſee things clearly. 

I am always with the ſame RR 
my dear hiter, your, &c. 


The Count Du BarRy. 


LETTER XxVII. 
To Madame La G 4 RDE . 


Verſailles wk pay; 1769. 
I AM ſorry, madam, I was not at 


| home when you took the trouble of. com- 
F 3 n 


* o1a Madame La Garde, with how Mideme Du Barry: — 
lived in the year 1764, received a viſit from her in the month 
of May, 1769; on which occaſion the Counteſs diſplayed all 
her magnificence, with the view, no doubt, as much to mor- 
tify che pride of that filly old woman, as to gratify her own 
vanity. Madame La Garde returned the viſit, but not find-- 
ing Madame Du Barry at home, ſhe left a note in the porter's 
es, wee! that ſhe came to aſk her protection. 
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ing here to pay me a viſit. You Have no 
need to aſk my protection; you have it 
already, and you may rely upon that, 
as well as upon my efteem, Iam entire- 
ly your's, : 1 7 


\ 


ne The Counteſs Du BaRRy., 


'l LETTER XX 
.. To the Count DE STAINVILLE, 


I HAVE received your letter, fir, 
and I anſwer it with the more pleaſure 
* becauſe I can acquaint you at the ſame 
ume that his Majeſty has granted you 
the reverſion of the government of Straſ- 
bDourg, which I ſolicited for you myſelf. 
Pocu fee by that how much I was for 
BH your having it. Tam much pleaſed with 
5 the regard you expreſs for me. If the 
Duke and your ſiſter thought as you do, 

| 2 ö | 9 8 we. 
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part towards it. I am entirely your's, 


| Manas DU BARRY. $5 
woild, but I can do no more than my 
The Counteſs Dv Barry. 


VVV 
From the Ein 0 K. 


I N »y EAD of ſtaying till to- mor- 


row, I would have you come this even- 


ing. I have ſomething to tell you that 


Will give you pleaſure. Gocd day to 
you. Believe me, when I ſay I love 
Jeu. UE 


LEWIS. 


LET. 


* This letter is without date, but it muſt have been writ⸗ 


ten in May, 1769, becauſe what the King wanted to tell her, 


Was, that he gave her the Chateau of Lucienne, which it ap- 
pears ſhe had got poſſeſſion of in the month of June in + 
Fear, as ſhe hed | an workmen i into it, | 


E ” 4» EE —— .wFC1¾ OO 


we ſhould. be the beſt. friends in the 
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L E „ Xx. 
16 the Counteſs Dr Be RN. 


| pat . 20 June, 1 569. 
1 0 A N N 0 6 thank: you ſufficiently, 
madam, for all your kindneſs, civility, 


and attention to me. I ſnould think that 
1 abuſed your goodneſs, if I did not 
immediately grant you the liberty you 
deſire, and which you have ſo long de- 
prived your ſelf of on my account. It 


would be laying too heavy a tax upon 


your friend(ſh* 9. You have ſeveral times 
expreſſed to me how diſagreeably vou 


paſſed your time in a place which you 
are fitter for than J am, and in which we 
both in a manner made our appearance 
together. You have buſineſs at Paris; 

as ſoon as the journey to Marly is over, 
1 beg you would put yourſelf to no fur- 
ther inconvenience, Go to the Luxem- 
11 bourg - palace, 


. 
Ty 
a% 
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bourg- palace, and there live in retire- 
ment, and leave me to all the buſtle of 4 
= Verſailles, But be aſſured I ſhall not Hl 
3 forget you in your abſence, but ſhall be, 
whillt I live, madam, yours, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BARRVY. 1 


LETTER xxxn AM 
To the Chancellor Mavpzou® | 


Mr. Ct , 5 1 11 0 


= AM unacquainted with law, but 4 
think it contrary to dalle reaſon, and 
humanity, 


N * The occaſion of Madame Du Barry's writing to the 
= Chancellor was this. A young woman at Liancourt in Pi- 
cardy, proved with child by the curate of the pariſh, and had 
the misfortune to be delivered of one ſtill-born, without ha- 
ving firſt made the declaration preſcribed by the Ordinance in 
ſuch caſes, She was proſecuted, and according to the letter 
of the law condemned to die. The ſentence was confirmed 
by the Parliament, and was going to be executed, when 
Monſieur de Mandeville, belonging to the Black Muſqueteers, 


bearing of * intereſted bimſelf in behalf of the poor = 
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forth in the petition, which I ſend you 


broke it through a modeſty ſo natural 


I think at leaſt her ſentence ought to be 


good ſenſe will inftru you how you 
ought to act. I have the honour to 
— 


And went to Marly, 8 the court hen was, with a ſtate 


Whom he had not the leaſt acquaintance, begging her ear- 


de ville delivered with his ow hands to the Chancellor. 
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humanity, to hang a Poor girl delivered 
of a dead child, becauſe ſhe had con- 
cealed her pregnancy. - This appears to 
be the caſe of the petitioner, as it is ſet 


herewith, It ſeems ſhe is to ſuffer be- 
cauſe ſhe was ignorant of the law, or 


to her fex. I beg to refer the affair to 
your equity, as the unfortunate crea- 
ture deſerves to have mercy ſhewn her. 


N 


changed to ſome other puniſhment. Your 


The Counteſs Du BARRY, 
LE T- 


of the caſe, which he delivered to Madame Du Barry, with 


neſtly to intercede for the girl's pardon, She complied with 
his requeſt, and immediately wrote this letter, Which Max- 
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To the Counteſs Du PARRY. 
. | | July 6th, 1769. 
Madam, and dear * Couſin, N 

I AM not able to expreſs the ſatisfac- 
tion you give me, in affording me an 
opportunity to ſhew the great regard I 


have for you. I ſhall ſeize every oc 


ſion which preſents itſelf with a zeal 
which muſt convince you of the truth 


of thoſe ſentiments 1 am proud to have 


profeſſed for you. I have ordered a reſ- 
pite of the ſentence in the caſe con- 
_ cerning 


* Monſieur de Maupeou, in order to ingratiate himſelf 
with the King, obſerving that the Du Barrys claimed alliance 


with the illuſtrious family of the Earls of Barrymore, of 


the kingdom of Ireland, a family to which he was like- 
wiſe related, ſupperted their pretenſions, and affected to 
call Madame du Barry Couſin, a circumſtance which gave 
his Majeſty ſenſible pleaſure. The Chancellor carried this 
flattery very far, for going one day to pay his court to Ma- 


dame Du Barry, the company with her riſing, as he entered 
the room, out of reſpect to his dignity, he bad them fit ſtill, 


1 1 am only come bare to pay a N vigt,”? 
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cerning which you have intereſted your- 
ſelf. As ſoon as the proceedings ſhall 


come to my hands, I ſhall grant your 


_ petitioner a pardon. It does not become 
me, who am at the head of magiſtracy, 
to approve of your obſervations upon 
thoſe laws which it is my duty to ſee 
executed ; I cannot, however, my dear 
Coulin, help confeſſing that they would 


have been infinitely better than they are, 
if they had been dictated by an under- 


ſtanding as enlightened, and a diſpoſition 
as benevolent as your own. Jou have 
given me this day a ſiriking proof of 
your love of humanity, though I needed 


not this freſh inſtance of the goodneſs of 


your heart to be convinced how worthy 
a choice our maſter has made. Adieu 
my charming Couſin, be aſſured the leaſt 


of your wiſhes are commands with me, 


l am with ih fed, &c, 
Dx Maur rob. 


LET: 
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From the 8 A M E. 


Marty. 8th - July, 1769. 
Madarn, and dear Couſin, = 


young woman. 
I not owe to you, ſince I may fay 


1 am, &c. 


Dr Mavrzov. 
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To the CouxT Du Banav. 


20th July, 1769. 


upon the beſt footing at court. 


| 5 
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rr an XXXIV. 


A PARDON is granted for the 
What obligations do 


upon this occaſion that I have been in- 
ſpired by the goddeſs of benevolence ! 


I AM more than ever, my brother, 
in the King's good graces, and I ſtand 
The 
Duke de e is intirely at my de- 
6 votion. | 
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volion. The Chancellor, as you know, 
1 become my coulin, and pays me the 
greateſt reſpect. The Duke de Choiſeu! 
no longer hates me as before. He ac- 
companied me yeſterday to Triel, which 
Iam perſuaded to purchaſe. The Duke 
de Richelieu adviſes me to be upon my 
guard with him. The Dutcheſs de 
Grammont, in order to be out of my 
way, is gone upon her travels, and is 
ſuppoſed at this time to be in Holland. 
Bleſſings go with her! I wiſh to hear no 
more of her. Have you received the 
order for 200, ooo livres upon Baujeon, 
which] ſent you on. Monday laſt? You 
make no mention of it. I ſhall be at 
Paris to-morrow. You will find me at 
the Opera. Fam, &c. 


The Counteſs Du Barn, 


: LE T- 


L. E 7. T E R XXXVI. 
'To the counted Dr NMovax. 


Ach Auguſt, 1769. 
4 8 E N D you an expreſs to acquaint 
you, madam, that I have obtained the 
pardon of Monſieur and Madame de * | 
Louerme. His Majeſty granted it me 
in the moſt obliging manner. Iam 
= © happy” (faid he) © that the firſt 
E © favour you extort from me, ſhould be 
* an act of mercy,” Come to-morrow 
and thank the King, and you will at the 
ſame time be a witneſs of the pleaſure. 


I feel in being able to have obliged you. 
Lam, &c. 


The Counrzss Du BARRY. 


. 


* The Count and Counteſs de Louerme were condemn-⸗ 
ed to loſe their heads. The Counteſs de Moyan was their 
daughter. The Chancellor refuſed their pardon, but ſtayed. 


execution of their ſentence to give his couſin an ee 
to Aigen bertel. | 
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L B T T E R XXNVI 


From the Marchioneſs DR MonTMo- 


RENCY. 


I HAVE, my charming Counteſs, a 
fingular project in my head. You know 
the Duke de * Boutteville; he is not a 
young man now, and, has in his time 


committed a great many fallies, but he 
is reſolved to amend his life. As the firſt 
proof of it, he has expreſſed his deſire to 


marry again, and has aſked me to re- 
commend him a wife, I laughed at firſt 
at his reſolution, but when I found him 
in earneſt, I told him that the wife he 
ought o have ſhould be a diſcreet ſen- 
ible perſon, who might be able to give 
him advice; that I knew ſuch a perſon, 
5 8 but 


* The Duke de Boutteville was of one of the firſt 
families in France, but a man of bad character, and greatly 
lnyolved in debt, This propofal from the Marchioneſs was 
quite political, and by it ſhe paid court to the favourite in 4 
particular manner. 
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but that 1 could not anſwer if ſhe would 


have him. He aſked me ſeveral times 


who ſhe was, and at laſt I informed him 


that it was Mademoiſelle Du Barry, your 
ſaſter. If I have done wrong, my dear 


madam, my earneſt deſire to become 
your relation mult be my excuſe. Speak 


to your ſiſter upon the ſubject. If the 


match takes place, ſo much the better; 
if 1t does'not, I ſhall not be the leis your 
friend whilſt I live, 


The Marchioneſs de MoxTMoRENC v. | 


LB T 1 E R XXXVIIL 
TO the 8A M E. 


MY ſiſter and I are highly flattered, 
| madam, by the * alliance you propoſe. 
Fs 7 Jo I have 


* The marriage, however, did not take place, becauſe 


e Duke de Boutteville as a preliminary to it, demanded 
the liberty of the Duke d'Olonne, his ſon, who out of 
reſpect to his birth was impriſoned during liſe for a crime . 


| which merited the __ 5 His demand Was 
Rot allowec, c 
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I have ſpoke of it to the King who gives 

his conſent. Settle every thing in the 
belt manner; we leave you to do as you 
like. Be aſſured I wiſh as much as you 
for ſo defirable an alliance. I embrace 

you, and am your tyend, | 


'The Counteſs Dv BARRx. 


FF 
To the Duke «Bu A 16 1 L Lo N. + 


YOU are too wr my fiend, fr | 
for me to let any opportunity flip of do- 
ing you ſervice. I have aſked the King's 
conſent to your being commandant of 
the light horſe u a commiſſion you 

wiſhed 


15 ht letters addreſſed to Madame Du Barry, or 
written by her, in this collection, appear to be without Cater, 
They were found ſo amongſt her papers, and it is not 
certain whether. this omiſſion happened through deſign or 
negligence. However that was, it is thought better to lay 
them before the public i in the ſame manner they came 2 
our hands, than to make any addition. | 
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wiſhed to purchaſe, Rut the Duke de 
„ Choiſeul aſks it of mie for the Viſcount 
ede Choiſeul,“ ſays the King to me.— 


In that caſe, replied I, there is an addi- 


tional reaſon why you ſhould grant my 


_requeſi—to puniſh him in tome degree 
for hisill-behaviour to me. His Majefty 


ſmiled, and {aid he could refuſe me no- 
thing. You are therefore pleaſed, and fo 
am I, My compliments to my dear 


N friend, Madame d'Aguillon, I with you 
W 2 good day, Mr. Commandant of the 


W light horſe guards. 
The Counteſs Du Barry, 
„ r T ER 
From the Duke DE RICEHELIEV. 


My was Counteſs, 


YOU muſt lately. put a ſtop : 
to the infolence of the Count de Lau- 


3 : 
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raguais. He has juſt taken a girl out of 
St. Honore-ſtreet, has furniſhed a houſe 
for her, and has made her take the title 
every where of Counteſs du Tonneau. You 
ſee the farcaſm in this piece of imperti- 
nence. If it is winked at a few days, it 
will ſpread all over Paris; it muſt there- 
fore be ſtopt * in its beginning. The 
Count de Lauraguais is a friend of the 
Duke de Choiſeul; you fee whence it 
aroſe. I am, with reſpect, my charming 
Counteſs, your moſt devoted humble 

ſervant, 
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The Duke DE RIcHELIE u. 


LE T- 


* Madame du Barry laughed very heartily at the joke, 
but government was more ſevere, The poor Counteſs du 
' Tonneau was ſent to a houſe of correction; and the Coun: 
de Lauratzuais eſcaped receiving a lettet de cachet, by ſetiog 
ff E for . 
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nnr n N. 
To Madame DER MIARNTOIX. 
Verſailles, January iſt, 1770. 

1 HAVE been this morning, my 
dear madam, according to my promiſe, 
to aſk the king for the Leges de Nantes * 
fox you. But you cannot have it; and 
do you know why ? Becauſe the King 5 
had deſigned it as a new year's gift for a 
very bad woman. You eaſily gueſs I 
mean my ſelf. The King inſiſts upon my 
keeping it. Nothing could be more flat- 
tering, than: the manner in [which the 
King beſtowed this favour, 5 but 1 
ſhould have been ſtill better pleaſed if the 
he Kate ds Nantes might be wah about 40,000 


WE livres 4 year, and belonged, during her life to the late 
= Dutcheſs de Lauraguals. 


en may perhaps be ſuppoſed that Madame du Barry, 
. ſollicited this favour for herſelf, inſtead, of aſking it for 
Madame de Mirepoix ; but ſhe was a woman, of ſincerity, 
and the ſhort account ſhe has given of the matter in her 
letter, does ker leſs credit than the fact IeLE as it e | 


( 
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King had given it you, becauſe I find 
more ſatisfiction in conferring favours 
than in receiving them. Aſk me to do 
you a greater piece of ſervice, and you 
will ſee with what pleaſure I ſhall under- 
take it, I embrace you, my dear ma- 
9 5 moſt cordially. . | 


The Counteſs Dv Bangy, 


. E x T E R XI Il. 
r. the Duke Du Vituzzor. 


EH 1 iſt, 1770. 
* 0 U R letter, ſir, ſo far from excu- 


5 ing you to me, has only ſerved to ſet 
me more againſt you, by expoſing the 
unworthineſs of your conduct, and the 

baſeneſs of your diſpoſition &. I will 

hr NN HL TE, | | never 


N 
N 


* The Duke de Villeroi! was a great libertine, He fell 
deſperately i in love with a waiting-maid in Madame du Bar- 
"J's 6 ene called Sophia, whom be debauched, and ſhe 

15 proving 
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never ſee you, nor ſpeak to you more. 
Do not ſet a foot within my dools. 


The Counteſs Du BAR Rx, 


L E T T ER XIII. 


From the Abbe TeRrRay, Comptroller 


General of the Fi inances. 


Mp u, 


EE. Friendſhip 1 you have been lea: 
ſed to honour me with, and the kind 
= things you have faid of me to your au- 
F guſt admirer, make it my duty to ſhew 
w gratitude it in a moſt particular man- 


ner. 


5 with child, he took her to his houſe as his miſtrefs. 
Choiſeul knowing that he often went to Madame du Barry's 
houſe, reproached him with paying ſuch ſervile court to her. 

= *© You are miſtaken, (ſaid the Duke) I ſhould never have 
= © been ſee in that creature's houſe, but for the ſake of 
« Sophy, her woman; and as a proof of what I'fay, I have 
taken her in keeping.“ This diſcqurſe reaching the cars of 
Madame du Barry, ſhe forbade Villeroj her houſey be was 
mean enough afterwards to write her à letter of excuſe, te 


which this is a reply. 


— —— * — — . La: — * 
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72 LETTERS To and 780 
ner. I have now a deſign to execute, 
which I hope will meet With Ju 44.6 


The King ati you a a penſion of 
30,009 livres a month ; which 1 is certain- 


ly too little, nde the great ex- 
penſe you are obliged to be at. You 


know it well yourſelf, becauſe you are 


under the neceſſity of drawing upon the 


court-banker, which drafts I take as caſh 
in the accounts I ſettle with him. 1 ſhall 
- adviſe his Majeſty to double your allow- 
ance, and I ſhall recommend it to him, 
upon a principle of ceconomy, as it will 
prevent your giving orders, or ſending 
-in bills for payment, which I ſhall tell 
him are to a conſiderable amount. Be- 
twixt our ſelves you may continue to draw 


as before, and I ſhall allow your drafts' in 
the banker's account. This is what I 
am juſt now able to do, to ſhew' you the 
zeal - and altachment Which I _e for 


. RIES, Nos 
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| you, and which will end only with my 


* life. 1 am with reſpect, madam, &c. 
TE RR Ax. 
CV 
70 the 8 AME. 


OU are, my dear Abbẽ, a Wy 


charming man. What you do muſt be 


for the beſt, and cannot but prove as 
agreeable to his Majeſty, as it is to me. 


thank you beforehand for your kind- 
neſs. Believe me always ready to do 


you every ſervice in my power. I with 
you a you da a5. i 


The Sa Du BARRY, 


HVV! 


* This regulation accordingly took place, and Madame 


Du Barry not only drew upon the court-banker as before, but 
her brother-in-law did the ſame, and that to what amount 


he pleaſed, The Abbe Terray died at his houſe at La 
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LO a e Np 
5 From the Duke de RIcHELIEu. 


BEWARE, my charming Coun- 
| tefs, how you follow the ſcheme which 
the Duke de Noailles has put into your 
head of going to Bareges, to drink the 
waters there, in order to avoid being 
_ preſent at the arrival of the Dauphineſs; 
under pretence that you would be quite 
_ eclipſed amidſt the entertainments pre- 
pared for her reception, and that the 
Princeſs might offer vou ſome ſlight. 
The Duke de Noailles in giving you this 
advice has proved himſelf not your friend, 
and that he has been put upon it by the 
Duke de Choiſeul, who certainly wiſhes 
to take advantage of your abſence to 
ruin you with the King. You are the 
divinity his Majeſty adores; leave him 
not thereſore for a moment. Young, 
and handſome as you are, you do not 
| know 


MabAu DU BARRY, 73 
know the danger of abſence. What 
means might not then be made uſe of to 
draw him off from a paſſion, which now 
conſtitutes his whole happineſs, but 
which would then be repreſented to him 
in the moſt odious colours! Age 
weakens deſire, unleſs it is conſtantly 
excited. I ſhall ſay no more, but be 
aſſured, my lovely Counteſs, you riſk 


every thing if you are once abſent, 1 
am, with great reſpe&, &c, 


The Duke de Ricuriiy; 


LETTER xu. 
To the Duke p' AIGUILLON. 


| 3oth Auguſt, 1770, 

I THANK you, my dear Duke, 
for your advice. Richelieu vas of your 
opinion, and I am now well pleaſed that 
1 followed it, ſince the Dauphineſs re- 
H 2 : ceived 


76 LETTERS To AND FROM 
ceived me fo graciouſly, With reſpec 


to your affair, though I am not a woman 


of buſineſs, yet I aſſiſted the Chancellor 
yeſterday in obtaining a Rlop to the 
proceedings againſt you in Parliament. 


1 told the King, as We had agreed, that | 
Choiſeul had made a party amongſt the 


Judges againſt you, becauſe you had 
favoured my intereſt. His Majeſty has 


determined to gs and withdraw all the 


P aPers . relative to the buſineſs, as he 
looks upon you to be fully cleared from 


the accuſations laid to your charge. 


| You may now reſt eaſy. I embrace my 


dear Dutcheſs, and wiſh you a. good 


day. 


The Counteſs Du BARRY. 
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EET TERS AN 
To the S A M E. 


IBELIEVE it is impoſſible, my 
dear Duke, for art to produce a perfecter, 
or more elegant work of its kind, than 
the vis a-vis which you have ſent * me. 
How much ought I to admire the great 
taſte of the director of this magnificent 
piece of art, whilſt I look with aſtoniſh- 
ment at the extraordinary talents of the 
artiſts employed upon it ! I ſhall have 
a particular pleaſure in making the King 
| partaker of my ſatisfaction. However, 
A | as nothing of the kind was ever produc- 
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* Upon Madame Du Barry's ſolicitation the King held 
2 Bed of Juſtice on the 3oth of September, 1770, and 
withdrew the papers relating to the proceedings againſt the 
Duke &Aiguillon, In acknowledgment of this piece of 
ſervice, the Duke had a vig- a- vis built and preſented to his 
benefactreſs. Nothing of the kind could be more magnifi- 


cent; it excited the curioſity of the whole city of Paris, 47 
coſt the * $0,000 livres. 
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or 6 much grandeur, I am uneaſy 


with the divinity that forms the delight 


leſt his Majeſty ſhould oppoſe the earneſt 


deſire I feel to make uſe of this * preſent. 
But be that as it will, I beg you to ac- 
cept of my acknowledgments, and to 


reſt aſſured that whilſt I live I ſhall be 


always ready upon every occaſion to 


give you proofs of the ſincere attachment 
with which I am, Ne. . 


The Counteſs Do Banzy, 


LETTER XVI 
From the Duke pz NoaiLLes. 


MAD A Mu, 


IAM charged with a cnn 


from the Dutcheſs de Grammont to you, 


and find the more pleaſure in fulfilling 
it as it gives me an opportunity to treat 


of 


* Madame Du Barry actually never made uſe of this 


carriage, as the King thinking it too fine commaunded her not, 


oe 


R 
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* 


7 
of the court. The lady in queſtion is 
unhappy not to be upon good terms with 
you. She is not able to account for the 
coolneſs Which ſubſiſts betiw xt you. 


She has a particular regard ſor you, and 
as ſhe is juſt returned from her travels, 


ſhe wiſhes to make peace with you. 


She has choſen me for her mediator. 


May I flatter myſelf with ſucceſs? For 


my own part, I can allure you that ſhe ; 
is very unhappy to have behaved to you 


upon ſonre occaſions as ſhe has done; 


I but this confeſſion, and the ſtep ſhe bas 


now taken ought to obtain her pardon, 
eſpecially with a lady, that like you, 
madam, has ſeveral times diſcovered 
great generolity of temper. 
therefore, you will grant her requeſt, 
and honour me with an anſwer. 
with reſpect, &c. 


The Duke Du NoarLLEs, 


LE T 
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CB T.T-K A, XOS$. 

To the SAME. 

HOW, fir, is the Dutcheſs de 
Grammont at a loſs to aſſign a reaſon 
for my coolneſs towards her ? Can ſhe 
have forgot her inſulting haughtineſs, and 
the indecent manner in which ſhe treated 


me? Can ſhe have forgot the ſongs ſhe 
cauſed to be made, as well againſt the 


King, to whom ſhe owed many obliga- 


tions, as againſt me? Has ſhe forgot 
all her little artifices, and wicked plots to 
- jure me with the King, and royal fa- 
mily? If all theſe villainous attempts 
are blotted out of her memory, they are 
ſtill freſh in mine but they remain there 
only to be deſpiſed. Notwithſtanding 
this, I bear her no ill will, Tell her, 
I ſhall never think of her, provided J 
never ſee her. If ſhe never appears at 
court, but lives quietly at Paris, I pro- 
. 5 mie 
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her indifference, as I promiſe her mine. 


Faw: tir, &c. 


* 


The Countel Dou Parke. 


LETTER 1. 
From the Chancellor M AUPEOU. 
| | December sth, 1770. 


Madam, and dear Couſin, 


OU have as great an influence over 


the affairs of government, as if you 


held the reins of itate in your own hands; 


therefore, as our intereſt is the ſame, we 
ought to be ftritly united, and do 
| nothing but for the public good, in which, 
as good ſubjects, our advantage is con- 
cerned. We gare the day before yeſter- 
| day, 


miſe her and you that T will never inter- 
rupt her repoſe. If ſhe could ſtill ruin 
me I am perſuaded ſhe would do it, I 
am more generous than ſhe is, and I am 
content to wiſh ſhe would honour me with 
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8 as you well obſerved, a litile chaſtiſe- | | 
ment to the Parliament, in recommend- 
ing to that body to be circumſpect for the 
future; but this haughty court, whole 
ambition aims even at the uſurpation of 
the ſovereign authority, is encouraged 
by the Duke de Choiſeul, its protector, 
to remonſtrate againſt his May eſty's new 
law, which is in reality no more than 
an old regulation revived that has been 
regiſtered above a century ago, and con- 
n ued ever ſince in force. As the Duke 
de Choiſeul is our common enemy, and 
more yours than he is mine, ſince you 
are not ſafe ſo long as he continues in 
place, and as the moment is now come 
When we may rid ourſelves of him for 
ever, let us both be firmly united. 
Let your part be to inſinuate continual- 

ly to his majeſty that Choiſeul is ſecretly 
ſtirring up the Parliament to rebel againſt al 
him, I ſhall give his majeſty the ſtrong- 
eſt proofs to confirm what you advance 
in 


as PU BARKY. 83 
in a flight matter; and I ſhall ſhew him, 


by papers in my poſſeſſion, that the 


Dutcheſs de Grammont, under pretence 


of travelling for her pleaſure, has endea- 


voured to ſtir up the other Parliaments, 


and render them difobedient to his orders. 


i The Duke d'Aiguillon, and the Abbé 
Terray, will artfully, give his majeſty to 


underſtand, that Choiſenl, in order to 
preſerve his intereſt, uſes indirect methods 


to bring on a war, though to all appear- 


ance he gives into his majeſty's pacific 


* jews. 


This is more than enough to work 
the ruin of this ambitious miniſter with 


our monarch, who entertains little re- 
gard for him at preſent, and keeps him 


in office only becauſe he is become 


accuſtomed to him ; and in a manner 
againſt his inclinations, as he fears him, 


and looks upon him to be a uſeful man. 
This is the line of conduct we are to 


purſue, e 
Il am 
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84 "LET'FE RS To AND FROM, 
I am delighted with your late plea- | 
ſantry on the ſubject of Choiſeul &. 
Theſe kind of ſtrokes have their good 
effect; but it requires a degree of wit | 
equal to that you poſſeſs to invent ſuch 
well-timed ones, I need not recom- 


mend ſecrecy to you in our proceedings, 
you are as much concerned in con- 


cealing them as I can be. I am with 


reſpect, &c. 1 
Du Maveeov, 


L E T- 


* Two ſtrokes of Madame Du Barry's wit with reſpe& 
to Choiſeul have been made public, but which of them 
the Chancellor ſpeaks of in this ey does not appear, 
They are theſe. 

One day, as Madame Du Barry was with the King, ſhe 


held two oranges in her hand, which ſhe threw from: her, 


crying, «way Chit ſeul; away Praſlin. 

Another time ſhe met one of her cooks upon the ſtairs 
who ſomething reſembled the Duke. Are you in my 
« ſervice do ſaid the to him. Ves, mallam,” replied the 
% cook.” © You have a very ill look,” ſaid ſhe, go to my 
« ſteward, tell him to diſcharge you directly, and let me 
«ſee you no more.” Her orders were inſtantly obeyed 


5 and being the ſame evening with the King, ſhe told him of 
it, adding, I have diſmiſſed my Choiſeul, When do yu 
K diſmiſs yours?” 
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1 EY T--'T--E R I 
To the Duke de la Vairlixkr. 


24h December, 1770, ten o'clock in the morning, 
'HEREWITH are two letters 
de cachet which the King has ſigned, 

and which he directs you to communicate 
to the Duke de Choiſeul and Praſlin 


immediately, Loſe not a * moment. 


1 am, &c, 7 
The Counteſs Du Banzv. 
N LET. 


* * Thok Letters de Cachet were as follow: 
„That to the Duke de Choiſcul ; 


„ Couſin, 


The diſſatisfaction 1 bave from your ſervices, obliges 


me to baniſh you to Chanteioup, whither you muſt go 
0. 
& off but for the particular regard I have for the Dutcheſs 
de Choiſeul, whoſe ſtate of health I conſider. Have a 


| © care that your conduct does not oblige me to take other 
te 


meaſures. And I pray God to have N in his hol ly keeps 
6 ing. * | | 
'Lov1 8. 
2. That 


TOS * 1 ute pa ry — — 


—— — 
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in four-and-twenty-hours. I would have ſent you farther | 
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LET PERL: 


From the Duke D' AIGUILLON. 


| 2th December, 1770. 


I HAVE received, madam, too 
many marks of your favour to be at all 
ſurprized at the freſh inſtance of your 
goodneſs which you now honour me 
with. Permit me, at the ſame time 

8 that I return you my acknowledgments, 
to offer a few reflexions on the actual 

- Htitnation of things. 

85 The ſtriking proof I have received 
of the King's protection in my affair, 
has raiſed me many enemies; and that 
event is too recent to make it at all pru- 


i . dient in me to accept, juſt at this time, 
= the Place you have prevailed on his 
Meld 


| 2. That to the Duke de Praſiin: 
I have no further occaſion for your ſervices, and 1 banifh 
you to Praflin, where I expect you to go in tour-and- 
& twenty- Mur.“ ke 


Vobis. 


5 


DB”, 


Majeſty to appoint me to, 
which, madam, the univerſal concern 


defiance of us. 


MADbAU DU BARRY, 8) 
Beſides * 


diſcovered by the public in general for 


our enemies at the moment of their exile, 
made it rather a matter of triumph to 
them, and cannot but operate diſagreea · 


bly on thoſe who ſhall be their ſucceſſors. 


I think then, without diſcuſſing the point 
3 any further, it will be more prudent 
n me to ſtay behind the curtain for ſome 
ume, and wait a more favourable op- 
portunity for making my entrance on 
the theatre. | 
uſed will be, to take care that the perſons 


All the precaution to be 


who hold the places in the interim, are 


not ſuch as have power or abilities to 


make us fear they will keep them in 


vented their ſpleen. upon them, and 
ö | when, 


* The place here ſpoken of, is that of Miniſter of the 
Marine Department, which Madame Du Barry had procur- 


ed for the Duke, and which upon 3 principle of lound policy 
ke refuſed to accept at his time. | 


\ hen the people have 
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$8 LETTERS To ans mow 
when, from their unſkilful management 
of affairs, a change ſeems to be wiſhed 
for by the public, it will then be time 
for me to appear. As I ſhall then be- 


come in a manner neceſſary, I ſhall have 


it more in my power to give you real 
proofs of my attachment. You do not 


want ſagacity, madam, to comprehend 


my plan, nor addreſs to aſſiſt me in the 
execution of it, You know well there 
are times when, according to a vulgar 


obſervation, we ſhould go back in order 


70 _ the et. I am, &c.. 


The Duke D AIGUILLON, 


1 Er r (MR, LIL 


ro the Abbe Tenzay, 


34 Ta 1771. 
* HE King is ſtill undetermined, my 


dear Abbe, FRO to 285 upon for the 
office 


9 Map AufE DU BAR R Y. 89 
office of Minifter for the Marine De- 
partment. I mentioned you, and I 
imagined | the Chancellor, who was by 

at the time, would have ſeconded me ; 
= but he ſaid not a word. His Majeſty 
43 _ replied, that ſeveral had been propoſed 
do him, but he did not know to whom 


to give the preference. However, that 
there may be no delay in the buſineſs of 


this department, through the uncertainty 
of the King's mind, I have adviſed his 


Majeſty to give you that poſt, upon con- 


dition that you reſign it upon another 


| | Miniſter being appointed. His ma- 


jetty has conſented, and you now 
hold the office of Miniſter of the 


Marine department in commendam ; let 
it be your care, my dear Abbe, to 
conduct yourſelf in this new office in 


ſuch a manner that you may be ſettled 


in it. As the war- department would 
. Ve | = oO 
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not ſuit you, 1 did not think of Pro- 
poſing it for you. The Prince de 


Conde has been very buſy in ſolicit- 


ing the king for A. Marquis de Mon- 
teynard, whom 1 do not at all know, 
'The king has given bis conſent, and 
we ſhall ſee what he. can do, and how 
we ſhall like * him. Adieu; | believe 
me always) your friend, 5 


15 0 0 f 


The Cond Du Banky, 
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every thing is done for intereſt the Prince de 

Conde had hip in ths: appointment of the Marquis de Mon- 
teynard, He had a long time wiſhed. for the, re- eſtabliſh- 
ment of the office of Grand Maſter- of the Artillery in his 
favour, which would haye been worth to him , annually 
400,000 livres; and he thought that the miniſter of the 
war-department being his creature, he would be the firſt to 
make this propoſal for him. But the .Marquis de Montey- 
nard (whether it was, that he was unwilling to reduce his 
own income and authoriiy by detaching- ſo u a portion 
of the Nate) W to the / King, that at a time when 
the ſituation of his finances required a reduction of the 
war-extraordinaries, it did not ſeem proper to load the eſta- 
bliſhment by granting the prince ſuch a . The buk- 
fn neſs was accordingly dropt, | 


— 


ö 


. LE * n 8 of. a 

= F * r r e 

Let e ee SALE Eon,» 
LY -5 * * . x * J . 


JJC ↄꝙÜ;ͥ1ßdip . ð 2 218 A ATTORIRS? 
nns I EE Ae ge bib oo 


+38 
7 
_ 
. * 
8 
1 
. 7 
"IN 
* 
Kee: 
. 
3 
*3 

*% 


a 
0 


. 
1 
BY 
= N 

* * 

We: 
x 

as 
"—- 
1 
3 
„ 

— 
"2 : 
. 

3 
* 

<> 
Ws 
_ 
"= 
” £88 
8 
"Rr 
= 
=_ 
- == 8 
n 
4 4 
- . 4 
Wont 
- _= N 
* 5 
* 
3 
13 
M 
% 
bs -/ 
* "265 
1 7 
_'$E . 
1 
. 
"_ 
8 
1 
=» 
I» 
0 3 
3 
BE 
. 
£ 
— 
o 


. 0 N 
e 


MA DAME DU BARRY. or 


AT TE N .1AV.- 
From the Chancellor MAUPEOU, 


Madam, LA dear Couſin, 


TI DO not conceal from you, that fo 
ar from engaging the King to appoint 


the Abbe Terray to the marine depart- 
ment, I have folicited it for M. Bour- 


geois de Boy nes; and 1 beg of you, 
that you will not inſiſt upon its being 


given to the Abbe, though you ſhould 
not chuſe to ſpeak to his Majeſty in my 
friend's favour. You know I made the 
Abbe Terray comptroller- general; and 
1 hoped to attach him to me, and engage 
him to forward all my ſchemes; this, to 


be ſure, he has not failed to promiſe me, 


but he had determined with himſelf not 
to be as good as his word. So far from 


J furniſhing me. with what was neceſſary 
for breaking the parliament, and ruining 
our enemies, the Choiſeul- party, he was 


continually 


92 LETTERS To Axp rRO 
continually raiſing freſh difficulties in my 
way. No one was better inſtructed in 
all the ſecrets of the parliament, or knew | 
the characters, diſpoſitions, and views of 
his ancient colleagues than he did ; yet 
he gave me not the leaſt aſliſtance, Nor 
offered me any advice, but left me to 
bear the whole weight and trouble of the 
enterprize myſelf. It was not, you may 
be aſſured, that he conſulted the public 
good, or that he felt any ſentiments of 
compaſſion, or regard for his colleagues, 
but that he conſidered my project as 
impracticable. He was in hopes that ! 
ſhould fink under it; and then he ſaw a 
proſpect of ſucceeding me in the firſt 
office of juſtice, when he meant to pro- 
poſe a plan directly contrary to mine, 
Fortunately, M. de Boynes aſſiſted me; 
he communicated to me all he knew; 
| he aided me in the execution of my plan; 
and now lends me the ſame help. The 
rh is ETA with his abilities and 
merit, 


MDA DU BARRY. 93 
merit, and I hope will reward him with 
the office of miniſter cf the marine de- 

partment;, and I wiſh it the more, be- 
cauſe he will find in him a man of found 
judgment, and great application *. 1 
beg therefore, madam, and dear couſin, 
that you will not overſet my deſign, be- 
cauſe it will have the beſt conſequences, 
As to the Abbe Terray, we muſt by no 
means break with him, but ſoften him 
by fair promiſes, and by this means keep 
him in continual dependance, I expect 
you to dinner to-morrow according to 
promiſe ; notwithſtanding the buſineſs we 
have upon our hands, I hope you will 
divert yourſelf. I have the honour to 


be, Kc. . 
Dr MAuPEOu. 


LE T- 


* This M. de Boynes was no better than the Chancellor or 
the Abbé Terray. He was an intriguing man, who in or- 
der to advance himſelf into the council, made himſelf uſeful 
to the Chancellor, and ſerved him at firſt faithfully but as 
ſoon. as he had got footing, he formed his own party, and 
ſtrove to raiſe himſelf on the ruin of his patron, and the 
, Abbe, whoſe ady: ancement he enyied, | 
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L E T T E R Ly. 
To the Abbe Tonnar 


Yo U arc wrong, my dear Abbe, to 
ſuppoſe that it was owing to me that tie 
marine department is given to M. de 
Boy nes : You may be aſſured that TI did 
not interfere in the appointment; and, 
for my own part, I am ſorry you had not 
the preference. You muſt not on that 
account be out of humour, as I find you 

are; nor think of throwing up your poſt, 
| becauſe it would be you that would ſul. 
fer, if the King accepted your reſigna- 
tion. I aſked his Majeſty, why he had 
not thought of you for that office; and 
he anſwered me, that nobody underſtood 

the actual ſtate of his finances fo well as 
yourſelf, and therefore you would be 
more uſeful to him in your preſent office 
than in any other. So I would not have 
you caſt yourſelf down, but be diligent 


in 
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 Mabame DU BARR 55 
tion; and let your buſtneſs be put on ſuch 
a regular plan that any 6ne may purſue 
your track ; 
employment of more conſequence. You 


S know the office of miniſter for foreign 


affairs is vacant; the King. does not 


mean to appoint any body to it yet, and 


it is not impoſſible but he may name you 
Jam, &c. 


VV 


To the 


Baron Ds Barrett. 


hy a: | 


PRINCE Lewis has ſolicited to go i 


. Y balsaden to the court of Vienna, and 


has got the Prince de Soubiſe likewiſe to 
| {olicit for him. The King could not. 


refuſe it. 


But as that embally was in- 


in your poſt, and give univerſal ſatisfac- 


we can then put you into 


Tenet 


- - — 
— = * = 
— f at aA.» co 2 g 
n yr 


. 8 2 K — —— - - — — A > — * — = 
— — —— — — on, — 8 = — SY. — ne" * 4 
_ —— ttt © + >. Papa, iy Fr r : 8 as ; 4 a 5 , * 4 4 
: p 7 * 
— * * 
wages 
3 . 5 * 
: _— 


— — — 5 
- . — — — rnd; 

A- N — 1 — - * 
1 2 Se: . 
2 —— r — 8 De... — * RR 2 x as 
3 . * 26 

Z * 8 . 
— 


, 
—_— * 
hd * 
” , hs - Ig 
— 2 


— 
* — 
— 


— x 


96 LETTERS To AND FROM | 
tended for youł, I have prevailed on his 
Majeſty to appoint you for Naples, which 
though it is indeed leſs important, is yet 
full as honourable. His Majeſty con- 
ſented to this propoſal with great plea- 
ſure, as he is well acquainted with your 
merit and abilities. I am, fir, &c. 


The Counteſs Du Banav, 


yr Tf Wk 
From the Chancellor Mau 2 0 v. 


1 and dear Sande, 


I SEE that you are as s well acquaint- 


| ed with the character of your lover, as 
Tam 


*The Baron de Breteuil was a creature of the Duke de 
Choiſeul's, and a perſon who had great merit in point of ne- 


gotiation. But it was feared that he would intrigue with the f. 
Queen of Hungary, and engage her to write preſſingly in a 
- Favour of the Duke de Choiſeul. It was eſſential to the par- by 
tizans of Madame du Barry, to have a perſon at the court of * 
Vienna, Who was devoted to them; the e there- i 


fore, 


NSL e.. : 


MADAuH DU BARRY. 97 
Tam myſelf. He is too good, too eaſy ; 
the ſeverity he has ſhewn in puniſhing 
his refractory Parliament, appears - to 
him to be too great. It is for his in- 
tereſt that no alteration be made; and 


by a natural conſequence it is efſentially 


ours, for we have declared ourſelves too 
openly againit thoſe tribunals not to 
have every thing to fear from their re- 


eſtabliſhment. His Majeſty muſt be 


alarmed then, juſt when his eaſineſs is 


on the point of changing to mildneſs; 


and he muſt be inſpired with reſolution 


in ſpite of nature. For this purpoſe we 


muſt put every device in practice. One 
now preſents itfelf which mutt not eſcape 
us. Amongſt the pictures to be ſold 
out of the cabinet of the late Baron de 


K Thiers, 


fore, was given to Prince Lewis, before whoſe very eyes, in 


a manner, the partition of Poland was made, without his 
being acquainted with it. When the King heard of it, he 


laid with great bitterneſs; Ah, if I had had Choiſeul with 


«© me now, this had never happened.” But he fell agals 
into his accuſtomed indolence, and ſoon forgot this lols, 
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Thiers, is a portrait of Charles I. King 
of England, whoſe head was cut off by 
his Parliament. Purchaſe that picture at 


any price, under pretence of its being 


a family picture, becauſe the Du Barrys 
ſpring from the houſe of Stuart. You 
will place it in your apartment, by the 
ſide of the King's picture, and when his 
Majeity views it, he will of courſe la- 
ment the fate of the Engliſh monarch; 
you muſt take that opportunity to obſerve, 
that perhaps his Parliament might have 
attempted the ſame, if I had not de- 


| tected their criminal deſigns before they 


had arrived to ſuch a pitch of daring 
wickedneſs. An apprehenſion of this 
nature ſuggeſted by you, my dear 


Couſin, will ſteel him againſt all the 
- Attempts and machinations of our ene- 


mies. 


mies &. 
its contents. 
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Burn this letter, but obſerve 
| am, 


with reſpect, 


Dr. Mavpeov. 


LET TR R LVII. 


From the Cou Nr Dvu BARRY. 


I A V now returned home, my dear 
ſiſter, after my journey, and I find with 
very great ſatisfaction, that you are in 
My ſiſter communi- 
cated to you the letters which I wrote for 
your inſtruction, and you ſee the good 
conſequences of ſuffering yourſelf to be 
guided by them. You are now rid of 
your 


the higheſt favour. 


* Madame du Barry RY put the Chancellor's advice in 
execution, 


K 2 


May 23d, 77710 N 


Abſurd and wicked as this imputation was, the 
Prince kindled at it inſtantly, and it was from before this 
portrait that iſſued thoſe flames which deſtroyed the maten 
cy in che remoteſt Parte of the kingdom. 
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your moſt dangerous enemy; the miniſ- 
ters are all entirely devoted to you, the 
Chancellor, M. de Boy nes, the Abbe 
Terray, the Duke de la Vrilliere, and 
the Prince de Soubiſe. But this is not 
enough; there is a poſt {till vacant, and 
we muſt fill it up ourſelves. Our friend 
d'Aiguillon is preſſing us continually to 
prevail on you to beg the King to name 

him to it. He is worthy of it in every 

reſpect, and his cauſe is now forgot by 
the public: It is now ſix months ſince; 
ſo that there can remain no obſtacle in 

his way. He has juſt left me with the 
Duke de la Vrilliere, and I promiſed 
them both that it ſhould be ſo. You 
fee, my dear ſiſter, that we muſt not 
loſe fight of this object. 
Lou made a complaint lately to my 
ſiſter, (doubtleſs that ſhe might ac- 
quaint me with it,) that I drew too 
large ſums upon the“ banker of the 
court. The amount muſt certainly have 
| been 


been repreſented to you as much larger 
than it is; I have only as yet received 


two millions three hundred thouſand li- 


vres; and even if I had drawn for more, 
who is there to ſay againſt it? It cannot 


be the King, for no one durit venture to 
tell him of it. You would not, for you 
owe your good fortune to me, and ſurely 


I ought to partake a little of it. The 


banker would not, becauſe when he paſles 


his accounts, my drafts are allowed a8 


caſh. The Abbe Terray would not, 
becauſe he fears us, as the leaſt word out 
of your mouth or mine would inſtantly 
ruin him. The Chancellor, our couſin, 


would not, becauſe we keep him in place. 
Nobody then can accuſewus; let us there- 


fore continue to make advantage of for- 
tune whilſt ſhe is favourable, I embrace, 


you, and am, & c. 
The Count Do Bankx. 


K 5 LE T. 
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From the Princeſs DE Con „ 


May 28th, 1771. 
Y O U cannot but ſuppoſe, madam, 
that it gives every branch of the royal 


family great trouble to ſee the Princes 


driven from court, and in diſgrace with 


the King. They who are about you, 
have perſuaded you to uſe all your credit 
to forward this melancholy event. I am 
: diſpoſed to think that you entered into 


| their deſigns, only becauſe you were de- 


| T0 dit to repair the injury you have done, 


_ ceived by the proſpect of preſent advan- 
tage, and did not foreſee the bad conſe- 
quences that might follow. Things are 

noy at a criſis, and cannot remain long 
in the ſame ſituation. What glory would 

it be for you, if by employing your cre- 


and 


e Xu 
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and to reſtore peace within the kingdom, 
= you prevailed upon his Majeſty to recall 
the illuſtrious exiles, whom he was forced 


to puniſh in that manner, becauſe they 
were repreſented as rebelling againſt his 
will, though in reality they were only 


oppoſing the total overthrow of the laws, 
and thereby giving the ſtrongeſt proofs 
of their ſteady attachment to his true in- 
tereſts ! If the juſtice of their cauſe does 


not move you to defend it, your own 


private intereſt ſhould: engage you to do 


it, Conſider, madam, what would be - 
your ſituation, if we were to loſe the 
King! Suppoſing you ſtood in no fear of 


the moſt dreadful cataſtrophe, can you 


calmly reckon up the number and quality 


of the enemies you have made yourſelf ? 
As numerous as theſe are, you have it 


this day in your power to make as many 


friends, By a ſtep, which will do you 


honour with all poſterity, you may with 


great 
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great eaſe acquire a claim to their eſteem 


mine, who am, &c. 


and dear-coufin, this morning with the 
Duke d' Aiguillon upon the project of 
your marriage with the King; and we 


cable. You know that we have a prece- 
dent of a like marriage betwixt Lewis 
XIV. and Madame de Maintenon, and 
circumſtances are much more in your 
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and acknowledgments, as well as to 


The Princeſs DE Cod r1. 


L. E * T E R UE. 
Prom M. Ds Mavrton; 


June iſt, 1771. 
+ HAVE been conſulting, madam, 


agreed that the thing was not impracti- 


favour than they were in that lady's, who 
never had ſo much power over the King 
as you have. Beſides, Lewis XIV. was 
of a haughty, untractable diſpoſition ; 
bis , on the contrary, 18 tractable 


KD 1 even 
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even to a degree of timidity, and 1s eaſily 


governed. But to gain this point it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that the parliament 
Mill continue broken, and the princes kept 
from court. If they ſhould happen to be 
reſtored to favour, you would find that 
the hope you now derive from eireum- 


ſtances would become an idle chimera, 
is therefore of the greateſt conſequence, 


my charming coulin, that you ſupport 


me with all your credit. Reſt well aſſur- 


ed, that I on my part will not be inactive, 
and whilſt we are united againſt them, 
the efforts of all your enemies will be 
vain. You muft now think ſeriouſly of 


putting the Duke d' Aiguillon at the head 
| of the foreign affairs, becauſe in that ca- 


pacity he cannot only procure you the 
favour of other powers, but will be able 


to ſolicit with earnefineſs the diſpenſation 
which it will be neceſſary to procure from 
the court of Rome, 
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LE 1 T k R LXI. 
From the Duke b Atcvition, 


i ane zoth, 1771. 
YOU had too conſiderable a ſhare, 


madam, in my nomination to the de- 


| partment of foreign affairs, to leave you 
in doubt of my gratitude, or of my 


willingneſs to give you proofs of it. I 
have already had a converſation with the 


Pope's Nuncio on the ſubject of the 
_ diſpenſation you wiſh to obtain, and 
he has promiſed me to ſerve you in 
that buſineſs. To conduct this negotia- | 


tion in a regular manner, it will be 
neceſſary that you ſhould put your 
name to the * memorial which is here- 


Sy . | | Ho With 


* The dete being too was to inſet at length we 
ſhall only give the heads of it here, 
Madame Du Barry repreſents to his holineſs, that not 
& being verſed in canonical law, ſhe did not know till ſince 


„ her marriage with Count William Du Barry, that it was 


„„ nalawfut to marry the brother of a man with whom 1 
i | | 6c ha 


. 
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7 
with incloſed. I ſhall afterwards deliver 


it to the Nuncio, who undertakes to pre- 
ſent it with his own hands to his Holineſs, 


On my part, I ſhall write to Cardinal de 
Bernis to ſolicit in its behalf very ſtrong- 
*. 1am, &c. 


The Duke D'A16v1LLOV. 
L E T- 


« had lived. She confeſſes with great contrition, that the 


had yielded to the force of her pafſion for Count John Du : 
„Barry, her huſband's brother; but that ſhe was warned 


« in time of the inceſt ſhe was about to commit, and that 


« convinced of the heinoutneſs of the offence, the has never 


* fince cohabited with her huſband; ſhe has therefore 
* hitherto not been guilty of the crime of inceſt, and prays 
4 his holineſs to ſet her free from ſs ſcandalous an union.” 

This projected marriage with the King, was, however, 
no more than a lure which the Chancellor, the Duke d'Ai- 


guillon and the Abbe Terray held out to Madame Du Barry 


to draw her into their ſchemes, and ſecure her intereſt with 
his Majeſty, They well knew how chimerical ſuch a project 
was; but an affair of that great conſequence could not 


ſpeedily be brought to a concluſion, and ny was 3 all they 
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LF T . © K UN 
From the Abbe £ Tenn A v. 


&ﬆh Sk, 1771. 
1 AM too ſenſible, madam, of the 
many inſtances I have the honour to 
have had of your friendſhip, not to teſ- 
tity my gratitude when opportunity 
ſerves. An occaſion now offers which 1 
hope will be agreeable to you. 
The King granted an annuity of 
399,000 livres to the Count de Clermont 
during big life. The Count is juſt dead, 
and of courſe his Majeſty is a gainer by 
his death of 300,000 livres a year. As 
you pay no regard to your own intereſt, 
- it is but right that your friends ſhould 
conſult it for you. I am juſt come from 
an audience of the King on this head. 
I I repreſented to his Majeſty that the 
diſintereſted ne you had for his 
| _ perfon 


> 


thing, but how to pleaſe him, and how 
he honoured you with; that I therefore 
thought it was but juſtice in him to 
rather, as it would make no alteration in 


his finances, nor be in the leaſt burthen- 


ed me for propoſing it to him, and has 
made you a gift of one third of the 


aſſurances of reſpe& with which I am, 
dee. : 


ew + | of © i 


L „„ 
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perſon left you no time to think of any 


beſt to'ſhew your gratitude for the favours ' 


make a ſettlement upon you of part of 
the Count de Clermont's annuity, the 


ſome to his people. His Majeſty thank 


ſum. It is with great pleaſure that I fake | 
| the earlieſt opportunity of giving you 
his information, and of repeating the 
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1. E 15 T E R LXIII. 
To the Sau, 


e&th Auguſt, 1771, 

THE King has juſt now / confii med 
to me, my dear Abbe, the information 
you gave me this morning. | Receive 
my acknowledgments ; at the ſame time 
let me acquaint you that out of the 

| 200, 000 livres remaining of Count de 
Clermont's annuity, I have aſked for 

50,000 livres for you, in return for your 
' ſervices, which his Majeſty very graci- 
ouſly complied with. This js the re. 
res [ take for what you have done to 
Believe me whilſt I live to have 

9 the ſame inclination to ſerve you. 


The Counteſs Du Barr. 


— 
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L E T T E R IX), 
To the Chancellor Ma vou. 


Ich a 1771, 
Mr. asche, 


IW As yeſterday with the King. 


The Abbe Terray came, and gave his 
Majeſty many thanks for the- 50,000 
livres of annuity which the King granted 
him at my inſtance, out of the 300,000 


livres gained by the death of the Count 
out of which likewiſe 1 
have had one third given me upon the 
recommendation of the C omptroller 
'The King aſked then what was 


de Clermont; 


General. 
to be done with the remaining 150,000 


livres? © Sire,” replied I, my couſin 


= 


„ much as the Abbe, 


“great ſervices he has done you, and 


(e 


“ make him a recompence.” 


12 


the Chancellor is deſerving of as 
you know the 


now you have it in your power io 
**: es, 


A fu As 
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0 bis, ” added the Abbe Terray imme- 
_ diately, © it will make him amends for 
% the extinction of ſo many employ- 
% ments which uſed to bring him in a 
85 conſiderable ſum, all which he has 
« given up without any conſideration, 
0 6 as well as the fees of the Marc d'or to 
the new officers of juſtice,” This 
Abbé, poor devil, is not ſuch a bad 
creature, take him altogether. What 
| fay you, my dear couſin? He entered 
as warmly into your intereſt as if it had 
been his own. For my own part I think 
_ myſelf much obliged to him*, I am, 
&c. 


The Counteſs Du Barry, 
LE T- 


* One might have thought that the King would at leaſt 
have kept the 100,000 livres that remained for himſelf, But 
it was no ſuch thing. The Count de la Marche heard of the 

- windfall, and he muſt needs pick up a ſhare, He repreſented 
to the King that he was the only Prince of the Blood that 

remained attached to his perſon, and who had approved of 
the Chancellor's operations. To reward his zeal he had the 
100. ooo livres granted to him. | . 
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TRTTE R LAV. 
To the S A M E. | 


Mr. Chancellor, 


IN ſpite of all the bog winded re- 


monſtrances of the Marquis de Mon- 
teynard to the contrary, I have at laſt 


obtained his Majeſty's conſent to the ap- 
pointment of your ſon to the regiment 
| you wiſhed him to have. I am in haſte 


to give you the earlieſt intelligence, and 


$ 1 hope you will find as much pleaſure in 
| reading this, as Ido in writing it. I am, 


Nc. . 
The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


n 


| To M. DE SarmTiNE, Lieutenant 


General of the Holice. 


II is impoſſible for me, ſir, to ex- 


cd to you how much I am diſpleaſed 
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ly offended Madame Du Parry was, certain articles, abſolute- 


Amongſt other abſurdities in this book, ſhe is ſaid to be the 


- _ common woman in Paris for fifteen years, &c, Ge, 
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with a bock that has made its appearance 


lately; and of which the copies are 


more common than they ought to be. 


Lou cannot be ignorant to what lengths 


inſolence towards the King, his miniſters, 
the whole court, and myſelf in particu- 
lar is carried, in a pamplet intitled 1 
Garettier & cuiraſſe [the Gazetteer in ar- 


mour.] Inke no doubt but you can 


ſuppreſs all the copies of ſo inſamous a 
work, if you are not able to diſcover 
its author, and puniſh him with all the 
rigour he deſerves. Iam, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BARRV. 

LET- 

An unconnected rhapſody of Hes and abuſg againſt the 
King, and in a manner againſt all France. What particular- 


y falſe; but which placed her in a very deſpicable light. 


daughter of Father Ange Picpus ; to have given a faſbiona- 
ble diſorder to the Marquis de Chabrillant; to have been a 


L. 


TT ER LVL 


From the Duke DE La VRILLIERE, 


I BEG you, madam, to accept of 


my moſt humble excuſe for the accident 


which happened yeſterday to me at your 


houſe. You are ſenſible that it was oc- 


caſioned 


* The King had promiſed that Madame du Barry ſhould 
name the officers to the houſehold of the Count d' Artois, 


3 which was juſt then going to be eſtabliſhed: The Marchio- 


refs de 'Mesmes had ergaged Madame Sophia to ſolicit 2 


place for her ſon, Madame Sophia addreſſed herſelf directly 


to the King, who granted her requeſt, But the Duke de la 


W Vrillicce piqued that this favour ſhould be granted unknown | 
to him, complained to Madame du Barry, ſhewing her at 
| the ſame time the inconvenieaces which would ariſe, if the 


King gave away places without his knowledge, engaging 


ber to ſpeak to the King, and delayed making out the ap- 
bpoeintment. Madame Sophia informed of what was going 
forward, ſent for the / Duke, ordered him to make out the 
8 warrant, and took this occaſion of rating him for the ſcan- 
= Galous traffick in places within his department, which was 
carried on by him, and his miſtreſs Madame Langeac. The 
poor Duke feceived this leſſon juſt after he had, according 
to cuſtom, made a plentiful dinner. He went immediately 


toMadame du Barry's, where, whilſt he was relating the 


ſtory, he gave plain, demonſtrations of an indigeſtion, He 


remained ſenſeleſs, and was carried home in this pretty: 


pickle, | To excule bull be writes this letter, 
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calioned by the zeal which I ſhewed for 
you, in endeavouring to prevent any fa- 
vours being beſtowed without your partl- 
cipation or knowledge. Be aſſured that 
the mortification I endured will not abate 


my eagerneſs to ſerve you, and that you 


will always find me ready to give you 
every proof of the perfect devotion with 
which I am, &c. 

The Duke DE LA VailLirkr. 


e 


From the Duke p' AIGUILLON. 


I AM much concerned, my dear 


- Counteſs, that I was not able to get ad- 
mittance into your houſe, for J do ſup- 


poſe you were at home, notwithſtanding 


the many aſſurances of your porter to 


the contrary. J went purpoſely to con- 
dole with you on the ill- treatment you 


met with from the Dauphin. If any 


— .tr. —— 2 — 
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| thing agreeable had happened, I doubt 
' whether I ſhould have heard of it ſo 
ſpeedily. This unlucky accident but 
too plainly ſhews you the truth of what 
[have frequently had the honour to tell 
you, when I knew you hazarded ſome 
pleaſantries upon the prince—that he was: 
not of a temper to take them *. It 
would be unneceſſary to give you any 
advice upon this head, becauſe you 
muſt be ſenſible that you ought to be 
more upon your guard. I think it would 
be to no PROS: to take any ſteps 
towards 


* Madame du Barry had the imprudence to joke upon the 
ſuppoſed impotency of the Dauphin, and it came to his 
hearing. Upon which he went to her in a great paſſion, 
and gave her to underſtand in very ſtrong terms, that ſhe 
| muſt not think to take ſuch liberties with him. The place 
| of. firſs Equerry being at that time intended for the - Viſcount 
du Barry, he told her, If your nephew gets that place, 
et him have a care, for the firſt time he comes near me 
«I will kick of my boot in his face.” Madame du Barry 
was ſo much mortified with this rebuff, that ſhe ſhut herſelf 
up for a whole day, The Duke d'Aiguillon not being able 
to get admittance to her, wrikes this letter to coggole her o 
her Gigrace. | 
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towards a reconciliation, you would 
only be ſure to meet with an ill reception, 
and be only ſtill more humbled, . Endea- 
vour to gain a larger ſhare of influence 
cover the King; the marks of favour 
with which he is honouring you, will 
keep your enemies at a reſpectful diſtance, 
Tam, &c. 4 - i, 


The Duke D*A1GUILLON, | 


„ „ PB R. LXIX, 


To the SAME, 


1 BEGIN to think, fir, it was not 
without reaſon you told me I ought not 
to place much confidence in the Chan- 
cellor. TIhave juſt diſcovered that he has 
been endeavouring to get the place of 
firft Equerry for his ſon, though he aſſu- 
red me with many proteſtations to the 
| OUR” and though he knew well 
enough 


\. - 


oh that I ſolicited it for Viſcount 
Du Barry. I do not think the King will 
give it to my nephew, nor do I wiſh it 


ſince what has happened betwixt the 


Dauphin and me I am very glad, 


however, to know what eſtimation I am 
to hold M. de Maupeou's word in; and 
I ſhall moſt afturedly be even with him. 


Apropos, I cannot think who gave the 


information to that Marigny fo very op- 


portunely for him to diſconcert our plan 


of removing him from his poſt *, 
L E T- 


* The Marquis de Marigny was ſuperintendant of the 
| Royal Buildings, The du Barrys looking upon this place as 
properly belonging to the family ©: the King's favourite 
miſtreſs, had folicited it for a long time, and fpoke ill of the 
Marquis to the King. Marigny heariug of it, came to court 
to clear his conduct, and the King e in his defence. 
The Abbe Terray, however, in order to pay his court to 
the Du Barrys, procured the place afterwards for 85 


The next letter will explain that tranſaction, 


MAD AUR DU BARRY.- tro. 
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LE T KN LOXK 
| From the Abbé TERRA v. 


Mapa, 


II is with reafon that you wiſh the 


place of ſuperintendant of the Royal 
Buildings ſhould be given to your brother. 
But to come at it, we muſt make the 
King diflatisfied with the Marquis de 


Marigny ; and this is the way in which 


5 I intend to bring that about, 


You know that funds have for a long 


time been wanting for this department; 
circumſtances authorize me to refuſe 
money for theſe purpoſes without any 
danger of being thought to entertain 
a perſonal diſlike, conſequently the Royal 
Buildings are greatly out of repair, which 
is matter of much diſpleaſure to his 
- Majeſty. © The next work the King or- 


ders to be Wn, . ſhall be more un- 


willing 
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willing to part with money than ever; 
nay, I ſhall abſolutely refuſe letting the 
Marquis have any: Do you then take 
that opportunity to inſinuate to his Ma- 
jeſty, that if I am appointed to this 
office, his finances being under my di- 
rection, I cannot plead the ſame excuſe 


as the preſent ſuperintendant, and that 


whatever his Majeſty ſhould order to 


be built, will be immediately done. 


The Marquis being thus removed, I 
ſhall after a time repreſent to the King 


| that the multiplicity of buſineſs in my 


department, does not permit me to 


attend to the duties of any new office; 


and I ſhall then propoſe his giving the 
ſuperintendancy to the Count * Du 


Barry. This plan I think practicable, 
and I would recommend it to you. 1 


M e BANG 


* This project actually did ſucceed ; an opportunity pre- 
Tented itlelf ſoon after at the Caſtle of Bellevue ; Mariguy 
| Vas ſuperſeded by the Abbe Terray, | 


* 


0 
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have no other view in propoſing it than 
to do you a favour, I am, &c, 


LETTER XXI 


To M. pe Sa RTINE, Lieutenant 
General of the Police, 


S 1 m, 

THE principal dats « of your office 
1 as I take it, to prevent the circula- 
tion of libels againſt the honour of the 
King. Your vigilance is however not to 
F be commended upon this important 
| point. There are ſome ſcandalous verſes 
| | which ſpread every where about Paris; 


a copy of which has been ſent to me. 
Find out the author and puniſh him, 
and let the verſes be ſuppreſſed ; other- 
+ wile I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 
ſhewing them to his Majeſty, and per- 
{wading him to put ſomebody more to 
| N 


— — — — —— oem > 
y ' n 1 
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"be depended upon into your place, { 
am, &c. | 
Ihe Counteſs Du BARRV. 


rr TE K 'LXXIL 

To the Duke D' AI GIL Lo. 

My dear Duke, 

I FIND my huſband is actually 
in Paris, brought thither by the malici- 
ous reports of his death. See him, and 
pray adviſe him to behave with decency 

the little time he ſtays i in the * capital. 
Tell him further, if there is the leaſt 
cauſe. of complaint againſt him, that he 
ſhall be inſtantly baniſhed for the reſt of 
his life, I embrace you moſt cordially, 
and am your friend, 


The Counteſs Dy Banky: 
M * | LE Ts 


#* Count William Du Barry was a filthy druzkard, 45d 
. addicted to the loweſt Rn: 
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LETTER LXIut 


IAM 3 my dear Duke, 
that the Chancellor 1s a ſcoundrel. He 
gave me reaſon to hope for the pardon 
of Billard, which I had ſolicited, not 
for the poor wretch's fake, but to oblige 
his * uncle, who will be diſgraced by 
the execution of his ſentence. He has 
managed the matter fo that the King will 
not hearken to my requeſt, Indeed, we 
mult get rid of this man, I am willing 
to fall in with your ſcheme, and am 

ready to do whatever you adviſe in that 
Teſpet. I greet you well, my dear 
Duke, and am your friend. 


The Counteſs Du BARRY, 


LE I- 


5 F Mr, Nillard de Mongeau, her godfather, 
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TE TT R Nu. 
From Count WILLIAM Du BARRY, 


Madam, and moſt honoured Spouſe, 


I WAS ſimple enough the day be- 


fore yeſterday to loſe a thouſand louis 
C'ors with the Marquis de Chabrillant. 1 
went to my brother to borrow the money 


of him, but he had the aſſurance to bid 


me be gone about my buſineſs, and told 
me I might live upon my penſion, and 
that he had debts enough of his own 
to ſatisfy without paying mine. I own 


to you that I take this very it of him, 


You know that play-debts are debts of _ 
honour ; ſo I beg you to let me nave | 


this money, otherwiſe I can never ſhew 
my face any where, I ſhall take care 


how I aſk my brother again, for he does 
not care at all for me, but is ſquander- | 
ing away his money at a monſtrous 
rate, 'To prove what I fay, he has 

. juſt 
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juſt ſtood godfather with his woman 
there, Madame de Murat, to a child of 
Mademoiſelle * -Beauvoiſin's; and this 
fooliſh affair, which would have coſt me 
no more than ten louis, has been an cx- 
penſe to him of above a thouſand, Which 
he would have beſtowed much better by 
giving them to me. I promiſe you that 
I will never play fo high again; on the 
contrary, I will endeavour to win, that] 
may give you no further trouble of this 

IT Kind, 


_ * Madame Du Barry's brother-in-law was now got to ke 
higheſt pitch of extravagance. He kept a woman, whom he 
married to a knight of the order of St. Lewis, of the name 
of Murat, upon whom he ſettled a penſion of two thouſand 
crowns, upon condition that he ſhould retain his miſtieß. 

He afterwards bought for her the title of Marckioneſs ; and 
was fo imprudent as to ſtand godfather publicly with her, to 
the baſtard of a famous courtezan called Beauvoiſin. The 
chriſtening was at Montmartre near Paris, and was attended 
by twelve coaches; and as the pariſh church is on the highelt 
part of the hill, the curate had the complaiſance to come 
down to a little chapel where the ceremony was performed. 
The preſents, &. on this occafion, actually coſt the Count 
| thetwixt 24 and 23, ooo livres, beſides a penſion which be 
ſettled on his ſpurious godſon of 1300 livres. 
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kind. I have the honour to be, with 
great reſpect, &c. | 


Count WILLIAM Do Barry. 


TS T Tt k L$xY 
To the SAME. 


I SEND you a thouſand louis-d'ors 

to diſcharge your debt at play; and as 
much more to carry you out of Paris, 

that you may not be a diſgrace to me. 
1 know that you lead a ſhocking life at 
Paris, and that every body deſpiſes you 
moſt heartily. Take care that you do 
not ſtay above a week longer. 


Jed | The Counteſs [Du BAR. 


„„ ——— 4 „ . 
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1. 5 or 42 ; E R LI 
From the Abbe Tennav. 


MAD A M, | | 
THE idea of G you a ſecond 
Madame de Maintenon is certainly a 
charming one, and nobody would wiſh 
it realized more than myſelf, But theſe 
great deſigns ruſt now give place to your 
immediate intereſt, If any change ſhould 
happen, either by your falling under diſ- 
grace, or that we ſhould have the miſ- 
fortune to loſe the King, what is to be- 
come of you? By your marriage con- 
tract, whatever you poſſeſs is as much 
the Count's, as it is yours. As your 
huſband, he would immediately lay hands 
upon your fortune, and reduce you to a 
' miſerable ſtate of dependance upon him. 
I adviſe you therefore to get a ſeparation 
from him; your fortune will then be your 
on, to diſpoſe of as you pleaſe. I have 
conſulted with the Duke 'Aiguillon upon 
the 


ADAM DU BARRY, rag 
the ſubject, and he approves of my 
ſcheme. Sign the paper I ſend you for 
this purpoſe, and rely upon my care in 


my, 
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From the SAME. 


Mad 1, 

NO T HING could pleaſe me more 
man the honour you did me yeſterday ; 
of dining with me. Madame Damer- 
val * is quite delighted with your great 

condeſcenſion, and begs to be admitted 
to 


oy —_— a ” - ww x . 
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* Madame Damerval was a baſtard daughter of Abbe 
Terray's, by his felt miſtreſs Madame ce Clerci, He mar- 
| ried her at twelve years of age to the Sieur Damerval, bro- 
ther of Madat e de la Garde, his ſecond miſtreſs. This 
man was advanced in years, had no fortune, and was quite 
incapable from want of abilities, of profiting by the credit 
of his father-in-law. They were ſoon parted, and ſhe re- 
turned to live ws her father, 


130 LETTERS To AND FROM 
to a place in your friendſhip, and to be 
allowed to pay her court to you often, 
Her deſign is ſimply to contribute to your 
amuſement; but betwixt ourſelves, I 
would beg leave to ſay ſhe might be of 
real uſe to you. The age of the King 
and his immoderate love of ale 
render ſome change neceſſary, Your 
charms have not power to fix ſo*incon- 
tant a lover; if he ſhould chance by 
means of any other perſon to have a fins 
young creature introduced to him, his 
affections might waver for a time, and 
| occaſion be taken of the eaſineſs of his 
temper to detach. him from you. You 
know lately the Princeſs de Lamballe 
pleaſed him very much, I would there- 
fore adviſe you as a friend to have ſome 
young lady about you to engage the mo- 
narch's fancy. He would not eſteem 
Fou the leſs on that account, but on the 
_ contrary would owe to you the obligation 
of a new pleaſure. By thus furniſhing 
o So OE him 
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him with variety, you might maintain 
your influence, as Madame de Pompa- 
dour did by the very ſame means. Little 
Damerval exactly anſwers your purpoſe; 
ſhe is a girl who has not wit enough to 
pleaſe the King for any time, and you 
might at pleaſure ſubſtitute another in her 
| place, whenever you found it neceſſary#, 
| This however is a hint thrown out at 
random. It you approve of my ſcheme, 
it may be of ſervice to you; it is with 
thus view only I mention it. You can 
have no doubt of the ref; pectful attach- 
ment with which I am, &c, | 


LE RRAY. 


LET- 


* The Abbe's dcfign was to make Damerval ſupplant 
Madame du Barry, As he could not preſent his baſtard- 
daughter himſelf to the King, by a refinement of policy he 
got the Counteſs to be the go-between. But his project fell 

| ©.the ground; for if the King did honour her with his no- 

tice, it was only for a very ſhort time, and * Barry conti. 5 
aued as great a favourite as ever. | 
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ET TER LXXVIR 


From MicuaeL OuLtee, a Jew, 


Mapa, 


IAN juſt mh that thate' is a 
letter de cachet out againſt me to impri- 

; fon me on account of the order for 
fl 66,000 livres which you lately ſigned. 
| Madam, I entreat you not to ruin me. 


" owed me an old debt of 69,000 livres, 
which added to your laſt purchaſe of 
= 6000 livres, made the ſum of 66,000, 
Wl which you gave the order for. On my 
_ telling you I was in great want of money, 
Pu bade me draw the order, which you 
were good enough to ſign. It was true 


6000 livres, and I did wrong not to tell 
you | had added the 60,000 livres that 
tae n 


Mn You know I never wronged you. You 


you thought you ſigned an order only for 


rnd |" raft wo cc. 


| ca; 
han 


| you 
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had been ſo long ſtanding. But that is 
no ſuch great crime. I thought I was 
doing you a piece of ſervice, becauſe 
you were paying off a debt that would 
always have been upon your mind. So 
| Thope if there is ſuch an order againſt 
me that you will have the goodneſs to 
| ſtop it; and I ſhall be bound to pray for 
| the continuance of your precious life, 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. 


To the S A ME. 


ch May, 1772, 
NO, my poor Ouliff, you have no 
| cauſe for fear; ſo far from thinking to 
have you confined, I told the King how 


it you over-reached me, and he was migh- 
am N | wy 
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_ Uly diverted * with it. So make yourſelf 
_ eaſy, 2 e 


The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


LETTER K IX 


To the Sieur MonTvALLIER, het 
Steward. 


60 to le Pot the notary. That im- 
pertinent fellow the day he came to 
my houſe with ſome papers for me 
to ſign, ſaw the Nuncio and Poor 
Cardinal de la Roche-aymond preſent 
each of them a flipper as I ſtept out 
of bed. I am informed he makes a ſtory 
of it about Paris, Tell him to let me 

| hear 
Madame Du Barry heard of this trick through Beaujon, 
the court-banker upon whom the 66,000 livres were drawn, 
He mentioned to her that her drafts were frequent, and ſhe 


thinking ſhe had only drawn for 6000- Hyres, obſerved that 
che laſt was & very trifling ſum, He replied that 66,009 


 Jivres was, no fuch trifle ; this brought on an explanation; 
ſhe leugbed very heartily, and told the King the ſtory by 
_ wap of diverting him, TD 
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hear no more of him, for if 1 do, I 
know how to ſilence him, and to have 
him chaſtiſed as he deſerves. 

How does my * ſeparation go on? 
Wait upon the Abbe Terray, and ſee 


as ſoon as poſlible, I am your's, 


The Counteſs Du Barry. 


LETTER LN 
From the S A M E. 


MAD A M, 


YOUR ſeparation is Beinen Vou 
can now make purchaſes in your own 


quiſate of Genlis in Picardy i is to ve ſold. 

N2. It 
* The plea upon which this ſeparation was founded was 

pleaſant enough. In ſuch caſes there muft be proof that the 


| huſband has uſed the wife ill. As no ſuch proof could be 
| obtained in this caſe, Count William Du Barry was made 


ſa; and this was the ground for a ſeparation, 


the Proctor about it. Let it be finiſhed 


name without any danger. The Mar- 


to call his wife W=—e before witneſſes who depoſed to the 
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It is a very fine eſtate, and I would 
have you think of it, If you pleaſe [ 
will make a journey there, and give you 
my beſt opinion about it. You have not 
enough money at preſent for the pur 
chaſe, but you may raiſe it in this man- 
ner —get the King to purchaſe the annui- 
ty of 100,000 livres, which will produce 
a million. If this eſtate does not fuit 
you, you will ſoon find an opportunity 
to lay out your money in as good a pur- 
chaſe. I ſhall wait upon you to-morrow 
to receive your commands. I am with 
the greateſt reſpect, &c. 


NMoNTVALLIER. 


rr n den 


From the Abbẽ Tx RRAY. 


: THE King has ſignified his com- 
mands to me, madam, and I have 
given orders to the Sieur Certain to pay 

e ya 


at 
Ci 


\ 
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you the purchaſe-· money of your annuity 
of too, ooo livres. I have given direc- 
| trons for diſpatch to be uſed in this bus 
 fineſs, ſo that your ſteward may this day 
receive your million of livres. But as 


you know my earneſt deſire to ſerve you 
upon every occaſion, I intend to manage 
matters ſo as you may {till receive your 
annuity of 100,000 livres. You need 


not doubt but [ can perform what I pro- | 


| miſe, and I beg you to believe me with 
great devotion to rw &c. 


TERRA v. 
L E n 


To the Sieur Mox rv wulle. 
WE ſhall ſee about making ſome 


purchaſe by-and-by ; what I wiſh moſt 
| at preſent, is, that my Pavilion of Lu- 


cienne may be put in repair and fur- 


Wal. See the painters, carvers, and 
N Ss 2 
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different workmen employed about it. 
Haſten them, and let le Doux ſettle 


repeatedly aſking favours. That I may 
be rid of yaur-importunity, the King is 
willing to allow you a penſion of 
60, ooo livres, payable from the. dut- 


ou never ſtir out of that part of the 


— 
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their bills. Pay him 100;000 livres, 
which is the ſum I agreed with him for, 
1 am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BARRV. 
L E T Tr & ILXXXIV. 


4091 To Count WII IIA BI Do BAR v. 


"YOU are become inſupportable with 


chy of Requelaure, on condition that 


country, that you never ſet foot again 
in Paris, nor give me any more trouble. 
The Abbe Terray will immediately paſs 
the Proper Wann:: 

The Counteſs Do BARRY, 


LE T- 


4 W EEE SE TOE INC 
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LE T-T E R - LXXXV. 
From he Abbe TERRAVY. 


M, 


WHEN I renewed the leaſe for gun» 
powder, I demanded a pot of wine of 
300,000 livres value as a fine. I intend- 
ed it for you, and the reaſon I did not 
acquaint you of it immediately was, that 
I hoped at the ſame time I told you of it 
to preſent you with that ſum in. hard 
gold. I am informed that the farmers, 
ſuppoſing this pot of wine to be an im- 
polition, have applied to the Chancellor 
to mention it to the King, and I believe 
it has already reached his Majeſty's ears: 
If the King ſpeaks of it to you, madam, 
I beg: you will juſtify me. He will ſee 
by this, that I neglect no. occaſion of 
ktting his favours ſhower down upon you 
without any detriment to the ſtate. I 


—— — 
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am always with the greateſt reſpect, 


madam, &c. 
TrxRAV. 


LET. T E R LXXXVI 
To the SA . 


YOU judged rightly, fir, in ſuppo- 
ſing that the Chancellor would endeavour 
to injure you with the King. He de- 
_ clared that you intended to keep the fine 
of a pot of wine on renewing the gun- 
po der leaſes. Betwixt ourſelves, he 
might have reaſon for what he ſaid ; for 
he advanced no more than what I have 
heard from other parties who had oppor- 
tunities to be properly informed. But 
be that as it will, your behaviour is too 
- polite to ſuffer me to ſcrutinize too nicely 
into matters. I have been your friend 
upon this occaſion, for when his Majeſty 
expreſſed his diſpleaſure to me, J ſmiled, 
: 1 . and 
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and told him all he had heard was the 
effects of envy and malice, as a proof of 
which I ſhewed him your letter, and 
made him own you were a man never alt 
a loſs for reſources, You are therefore iT 
ſtill in his Majeſty's favour. I wiſh you 9 
2 good day, and am, &c. 1 
n Counteſs Du BARRT. 


L E TT ER LXXXVIL 
To the Count Dy BARK = | 


MU ST tell you, fir, that if you 
were once in a ſituation to give me ad- 
vice, it is my place now to return it. 
Vou take upon you too much. Every 
body in Paris cries out ſhame upon you, 
and I am forced to own there is too much 
| reaſon for it. In the firſt place you make 
it your public boaſt that you have re- 
Ceived five millions lince I have been at 
court. 
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court. Secondly, you have been fooliſh 
enough to marry your miſtreſs to a knight 
of St. Lewis, that ſhe might have rank, 
and yet you live as publicly with her as 
before. Thirdly, you cauſed a great 
diſturbance at the office of the Farmers- 
General, in endeavouring to make one of 
your creatures a director. I heard of it 


from the Farmers-General, who came to 
complain to me, not only of the riot, 


but of your boaſts concerning it about 


& 


Paris*, Let me adviſe you, in order to 


put 


he Count du Barry went-to the Comenfttee ef Farm 


to aſk for tke office of Director at Paris, for the Sieur de 
Saint, which was vacant by the promotion of the Sieur de li 


Periere to be one of the Farmers-General. The Committee 
informed him that he was too late, that the place was already 


diſpoſed of to the Sieur Chomel, and that it was not poſſible 


40 diſpoſſeſs him, The Count inſiſted upon having the place 
for his friend, and told them he ſhould not have given him- 


ſelf the trouble of waiting upon them about any common 


buſineſs. 'Pteſh difficulties were ſtarted, but the Count greu 
Joud, and aſked them, if they did not know that it was be 
Who had the honour of giving the King a miſtreſs, who bad 


made the Duke-d'Aigyillon minifter for foreign affairs, and 


M. de Boynes miniſter for the ſea- ſervice; who ſupported the 
Chancellor, the Comptroller-General, See, ? Adding, that 
they 
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put a top to theſe diſagreeable warten to 

- withdraw. yourſelf for ſome months to 
the Marquiſate of Liſle, which I have 
obtained for you from the King. Learn 
there to bridle your tongue. You may 
give out for reaſon of your journey, that 
you go to ſee the eſtate, which is worth 1 
that trouble, for as I am told it has been '\ 1 
| valued: at 100,000 livres. After a time Ut. 
you may. return, when I hope. all your 9 
regularities will be forgotten. I would 17 
have you think that what I adviſe is out [ 1 
| of friendſhip to you, that the King may 5 
not hear of your conduct, and uſe his 
authority to drive you from court. I. 
am always with the ſame attachment, 
NC, 
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they oaks to treat him | in another manner, and tot give bim 
eauſe-of offence, This very extraordinary language bleaced 
the Farmers» -Genard), and they did what be required, 
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L E T T E R LXXxVl. 


5 the Abbe TE R RA v. 


IT is now near a twelvemonth, fir, 
ſince you have been in poſſeſſion of the 
place of Superintendant of the Royal 
Buildings; and it does not ſeem as if 
you thought of fulfilling the engagements 
you made, when I obtained that office 
for you of the King. I do not think any 
part of my behaviour to you deſerves 
that I ſhould be impoſed upon. I am 
_ unwilling to believe you capable of it, 
and you will oblige me, by enabling me, 
as ſoon as poſſible, to ſettle my opinion 
of your ſincerity. To conclude, fir, 
as I always act upon principles of truth 
and good faith, I am the leſs inclined to 
put up with a different treatment. 


- ad. Mo I 
* ii CAB. or EI AO Gio I OI nee. — — AI 


= The Counteſs Du BARRY, 


EET: 
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r 
From the 8 AM s.. | 
Map Au, | = 
I WILL always endeavour to act ſo i 1 
that you ſhall have no juſt reaſon to * 
doubt of my good faith, You know We 
that I have always fought with earneſt- I 
neſs for every occaſion of giving you 
proofs of an unreſerved attachment. 1 F 
ſhall never alter my conduct in that reſ⸗ | 
pet. You cannot be ignorant, madam, 
in what bad ſtate of repair all the King's 
buildings were, when I had the ſuperin- 
tendancy given me. I imagined that it 
would be a compleater, and more agree- 
able gift to the perſon, whom you de- 
ſigned for this office, if it was given him, 
when every thing was brought into order. 
Be aſſured that it was upon this conſi- 
deration alone] kept it till now, and that 
I ſhall not keep it much longer, Permit 
e ; 0 7 
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me now, madam, to remind you, not 
only of the promiſe, but of the hope you 
allowed me to form of M. de Maupeou's 
office. You have for a long-time had 
_ cauſe of complaint againſt him; you are 
as nearly intereſted in his ruin as I am, 
and if it is eaſy for you to haſten it, it is 
equally ſo for you to engage his Majeſty 
to think of me for his ſucceſſor, You 
may rely upon it, that you can put no 
perſon in bis place who will have your 
intereſt more at heart, I am, &c. 


Ternay, 


LT TL x6 
To the Duke de Ducas, 


AS a needy courtier, fir, you pay 
court to me frequently in the moſt abject 
mäanner; as a refined politician you en- 
deavour to rob me of the King's affec- 
. . tions, 


. 


* 


 Mapaus DU BARRY. 14) g 
tions, by extolling the beauty of a Ma- Cl 


dame * Pater, who according to report 1 
4 
might ha ve been tolerable twelve or fif- 4 


teen years ago; and in your office of 
Gentleman of the Chamber, the ſcanda- | 
lous chronicle ſays, that you not only ih 
introduced her to his Majeſty, but you "n 
even held the candle. I congratulate 


you upon the occaſion ; but you are not I 1 
poſſeſled of all the qualities which the "| fo 
confident of a great prince ought to [ : 
have; you have not artifice enough to io 
conceal your deſigns; as a proof of i» 
which, I myſelf, who ought to have 
been the laſt that ſhould diſcover your 1 


plot, was acquainted with it at the very 
* I know further, that my dear 
0 2 friend, 


* This Madame Pater is a Dutchwoman, who PAY ten 
years before the occaſion of writing this letter, made much 
noiſe at Paris, In 1772 ſhe took the title of Baroneſs Neu- 
kerque, upon what account is not known. This anecdote 
was as Madame Du . has related it, but the wa | 

ended there, 
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friend, the Duke de Choiſeul, from his 
houſe at Chanteloup directs your ſchemes, 
and hopes to reap the benefit of them, 
as you moſt certainly will all the dif- 
grace. Go on, fir, and diſplay your 
talents; but do it with more ſecreſy. 
From this day forward I hope never to 
ſee you in my apartments. I am, not- 


_ * withſtanding, with all the eſteem you 


deſerve, fir, &c, 


The Counteſs Du Barry, 


LETTER Xcl. 


From 8 Coxs rA r. 


My Lady Counteſs, 

IAM Madame Conſtant, coſtermon- 
ger, tripe-ſeller, and ſauſage-maker at 
Paris, You muſt remember me, for 
at the time you lived with my worthy 
friend poor Lamet, you never milled 


conung 
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coming to my houſe every morning, 
and many a ſallad have we three eat 
together. Now that you are as fine as 
Our Lady upon her holydays, perhaps 
you may have forgot your old acquain- 


tance Conſtant, But that is neither 


here nor there; for my part, I do not 
write to you to aſk favours, for I want 
none, but it 1s on account of your poor 


relations. There is your aunt, Madame 


Cantini, as good a creature as lives, I 
would have you to know it, and yet 
ſhe is as poor as a rat, Before you 


commenced the fine lady, ſhe followed 


the buſineſs of mending and footing 
ſtockings, and got bread for herſelf and 
children, but ſince you are a widow, or 
| whatever you are, you underſtand well 
enough what I mean, you forbade her 
| to call herſelf your aunt, or to follow 
| her trade, and you promiſed her a pen- 
ſion of 1200 livres, but ſhe only re- 
ceives half of it, becauſe they fay it 


Oz: paſſes 
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paſſes through the hands of Monſcig- 
neur the Abbe Terray. And how de 


you ſuppoſe ſhe can live on that, and 


maintain her children, who are as naked, 


and have as little education as ſo many 


pigs? Upon the word of an honeſt wo- 


man, you may be aſhamed of it. And 


what will it come to, think ye? W hy 
there now; poor Auguſtus, who is now 


ſeventeen; why he, along with another 


fly little rogue bke himſelf, took a roaft 
fowl out of the window of a cook's 
ſhop. He was taken and carried before 
a magiſtrate, and if he had not ſaid he 


Vas your firſt couſin, the poor little 
creature would have lain in priſon, and 
have been whipt, and burnt with an hot 
iron in the bargain“. Is not this a fine 


affair 


Madame Du Barry, for fear this couſin ſhould play ary 
freſh pranks, gave orders ſoon after for putting him in « 


| houſe of correction, from whence he was diſmiſſed through 


the intereſt of his gcdfather, and becauſe his board was not 


regularly paid for, This godfather expoſed the behaviour of 
Madame 


Map AuE D U BARRY. 151 


affair now ? And you that are as rich as 


a Jew do not look upon your relations ©." ml 
with bowels of commiſeration, Fye, if 
for ſhame; it is very bad, indeed it is. 1 


No good can come of it. How can you 

expect a bleſſing if you go on ſo? For 

my part, do as you like. I ſpeak for 
7 your good. If you take my advice, it 


is well: If you do not, ſo much the | 4 
worſe. As for me, I love my neigh- 13 
bours; I can't help it; it is my way 
and J write this with tears in my eyes. 1 
I am, with great reſpect, my Lady 3 
Counteſs, your moſt hu mble and obe- ; # 


dient ſervant, 


Cos TAN r. 


LE T- 


* 


Madame Du Barry, and at length ſe thought proper to pro- 
eure him ſome poſt in the Indies, whither he went imme 
diately on a _ 
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444 T EB R el 
: From the Duke p' A1GUILLON. : 


YOU have actually now at your 
feet, my dear Counteſs, the Monarch, 


the Princes of the blood, the Miniſters, 
and, in a word, the whole court. To 


maintain yourſelf in ſo diſtinguiſhed a 


ſituation, you muſt apply yourſelf ſeri- 


ouſly to diſplace M. de Maupeou. 


Proud of the influence he has over the 


Count de la Marche, and of that the 


Count has over the Prince“ de Conde, 


— 


he expects to become Prime Miniſter, 
and thinks to govern every thing. It 
is abſolutely neceſſary to prevent his 
deligns, and I ſee no other method than 

; | 1 by 


* The Prince de Conde was returned to Court, and had 


made his excuſes to the King through the intervention of the 


Count de la Marche, As the Count had always been of the 
Chancellor's party, the latter ſuppoſed the Prigce would likes 
wiſe embrace it. | 

The Duke of Orleans had ads his peace with the Ki8g 
Ubrough the means of the Dube d' Al * 


MADAME DU BARRY. . 
by ruining him like the Duke de Choiſeul. 
If this can be brought about by your 
means, my dear Counteſs, the Princes 
of the blood, and France in general 
muſt adore you. The Parliament would 


| be then recalled, and muſt have a great 


eſteem for you, as it would owe you 
that obligation ; in ſhort, you would 
become the glorious object of general 
praiſe, and admiration. F This has 
been the ſubject of a converſation I 
have had this morning with the Duke 
of Orleans, the Duke de Chartres, and 
the Prince de Conti. If you can any 
day procure from the King an order for 
5 the 


+ It ſeems ſurprizing that the Duke d'Aiguillon ſhould be 
fo ſolicitous for the recall of the Parliament, which had diſ- 


covered an inclination to examine into his affair with the 


utmoſt rigour, at the time the King went and put a ſtop to 
their proceedings. But the wonder w4#ll ceaſe when it is 
known that M. d'Ormeſon, Preſident a Mortier, had, by the 
| Duke of Orleans, engaged, that in caſe the Parliament 
ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed by d' Aiguillon's means, the court 
ſtould reſume its proceedings againſt him, and clear him of 
every charge of malverſation. Aſter this promile it became a 
great object with him to obtain the recall of the Parliament. 
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the Chancellor's exile, you will the morn- 
ing after ſee all the Princes coming to 
expreſs their acknowledgements. I am | 
with thoſe ſentiments you are no ſtranger 
to, and which I ſhall ever bear you, 
whilſt I live my dear Counteſs, &c. 


The Duke D'A1GUILLON, 


. 
To the CAM v. 


1 LI K E the 8 my dear 
Duke, no better than you do; but ſo 
much plotting does not pleaſe me at all. 
1 ſhould wiſh that M. de Maupeou was 
diſmiſſed without my having any thing 
to do with it. The reaſon is very plain; 
the King does not love to hear of it, and 
Whenever I mention it to him, he be- 
comes e gloomy, and ſerious. 
Now, 


5 — * 
ä —— — ͤ DIA ALD Penne Iu ar rn on > BAY >» Is ty He 


oe ow 


any diſquietude, but on the contrary, to 
deviſe ways to amuſe him. However, 
I do not ſay I ſhall altogether neglect this 
buſineſs; but I ſhould wiſh the opportu- 


it; I would then take advantage of it. 


on the matter to the Duke of Orleans, 
lam entirely yours, my dear Duke. 


The Counteſs Du Barry. 


RT TE R XCIV. 


| To Mademoiſelle Raucoux, an Actreſs 
belonging to the French Comedy, 


Y ou know, my charming Raucoux, 
d what paſſed laſt night betwixt the King, 
- you, and I. Be diſcreet, and do not 


8. abuſe the honour I have procured 
„ 1 Fou. 
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Now, it is not my intereſt to give him 


nity preſented itſelf without my ſecking 


You may communicate my ſentiments 


—ä]— — 


— 
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youk. We have both rewarded you, 
and it ſhall not be for the laſt time. 1 
will obtain another interview for you, 
which will not be diſpleaſing. Adieu, 
my charming Raucoux, continue to be 
prudent; it is the only means of in- 
ſuring you favour, and eſteem. Rely 
upon my friendſhip. - 


The Countela Du Banur. 


LET TE 1 Xv. 
To the Marchioneſs de Roz fx. 


1 BEG your pardon, my "POR 
little Marchioneſs, for the frolick that 
was played with you laſt week | in my 
apartments. It was the King who firſt 
thought of it, and I only put his no- 
tion 

* Mademoiſelle Raucoux aſter having played the charac- 

ter of Dido before the King, was introduced into a cloſet be- 
kind his box, where his Majeſty was alone with his miſtreſs. 
The King gave way to carnal deſires with this new object, 


and ſhe went back loaded with preſents both "_ the ne- 
narch ane his fayourite, 


e 


| Mapaxce DU BARRY. 157 


tion into execution *. I hope you will 
not be angry with me for it, and I wiſh 
we may be as goed friends as we were 
before it happened. Believe me, I love 
you very ſincerely, and with theſe ſen- 


timents I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BARR. 


* Madame de Rozen, a young lady of great beauty, was 


upon a footing of {trick iriendſhip with, Madame du Barry; 
but the Counteſs de Provence, to v-hom ſhe was lady of hon- 
our, reproaching her with this connexion, ſhe became of a 
ſudden cool, and diſtant. Du Barry was fenſfible of the alte- 
ration, and mentioned it with ſome reſentment to the King, 
who humourouſly obſerved, that ſhe was a child, and ought 
to be whipt. The Counteſs rcfolved to underſtand this reply 
in its literal meaning, and invited the Marchioneſs to come 
next morning to breakfaft with her. When ſhe came, ſhe 


vas conducted into a cloſet, where our waiting-women took | 


hold of her, and actually gave her the diſcipline the King had 


mentioned, Rozen complained to his Majeſty, but Madame 
cu Barry reminded him that ſhe only a&ed according to his 


orders, At length a reconciliation was brought about ** he 
Duke d' Aigui! lon. 
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LL TT RK. Neve 
To the DAu P H NESS, 


MA DAM, 
IAM ſorry to be informed that en- 
deavours have been uſed to hurt me 
in your good opinion, by repreſenting 
me as out of humour on account of 
the diamond poke, which, fince ycu 
keep it, is, I preſume, to your liking + 

55 | | 80 


+ The Dauphineſs was very angry with Madame du Barr, 
on account of ſome unbecoming liberties ſhe took, in ſpeak: 
Ing of that Princeſs, and ſhe deviſed a method of revenpe 
ſuitable to her age, and the chearfulneis. of her diſpoſition. 

She knew that Madame du Barry had ordered a very rich 
diamond poke from a jcweller, Having found out the day 
when it was to be brought home, ſhe cauſed a watch to be 

ſet, in order to bring the jeweller to her, before he ſaw Ms K 
dame du Barry, Her orders were executed, and ſhe gave be 
him directions to make her a diamond poke. In ſettling the 
pattern he produced the poke he had with him, This was 

| Juſt what the Dauphineſs wiſhed for. Her attendants fed 

| the poke in her cap; ſhe approved of it, and told him the ſelf 
ſhould keep it, The jeweller is embaraſſed; ſhe enquired WW him 

the cauſe, he owned it, and ſhe promiſed to take it upon * he 


. 9 2 IEF 2 —ů ô· <a 24d... 
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80 far | from expreſſing any reſentment 
on that account, I was very ſorry that 
I could not diſcover you had a fancy to 
that trifle. I ſhould have been as happy 
to have anticipated your wiſhes upon 
| ſuch an occaſion, as I ſhall always be to 
| ſhew you how deſirous I am to be ho- 
noured with your eſteem. I am, with 
the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 


0 


The Counteſs Do BARRY, 


LETTER XL 
From the Duke p' AI IL LO. 


SOME verſes have been lately 
made, my dear Counteſs, upon the 
| King, wherein I am repreſented as 
being in Jour good graces. I am at 
C a loſs 
ſell, The Dauphineſs then went to the King, and FRE it 
him; he admired the taſte and elegance; ſhe then told how 


ſhe had over-reached Madame du Barry, The King applaud- 


| el her device, laughed heartily at it, and went * 
| to joke with his miſtreſs upon it. 


„ .. — . — 
— 2 
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a loſs to gueſs how any ſuſpicions ſhould 


ariſe of our connexion. Have you been 


ſufficiently upon your guard, and is your 
confidential woman to be relied upon ? 
You know that courtiers can raife procts 


out of the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion, and you 
muſt be ſenſible of what great conſe- 
quence this ſecret is to us both. I ſhould 


only hope that this is a ſuſpicion ariſing 


0 


from malevolence; but it is highly ne- 
ceſſary to prevent theſe verſes from 
reaching the King. The Duke de la 
Vrilliere has juſt now impriſoned two 


perſoris who were found with copies in 


their poſſeſſion, and he has given ver) 
ſtrict orders to Monſieur de Sartine to 
prevent their circulation at Paris. Good 


night, my dear Counteſs, believe me 
whilſt I live, yours, &c. 


The Duke D'A1GUILLON, 


LET- 
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rn 4 
To the Duke Dr CHARTRES, 1 
81 n, | iN 
=Þ SPOKE ee to the King a 
fs the rank of High Admiral for you, . 
and I faid every thing I could in your : 
favour, His Majeſty aſked me if you 
had the Duke de Penthievre's conſent ? 1 
I replied that I believed you had. The 1 
King aſked the ſame queſtion of that 9 
Prince, who anſwered that you had not A 


told him a word of it, and ſeemed ſur- 
prized that you had got me to make 
ſuch a requeſt to his Majeſty. The King 
was angry with me about it, and I could 
only ſay that I had executed my com- 
miſſion as I was inſtructed. For the fu- 
ture I would have you erect your batte- 
ries in a better manner. Pray remem- 
| ber me to papa®. I am, &c. 1 
The Counteſs Dv BARRY, 


"i 3 LE T- 
® She alled the Duke of Otleaus gres pere. | 
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CET TY AC 
To the TY D AIGUILLON. 


8 WENT to reſt laſt night; my 
dear Duke, well pleaſed with the thoug|1s 
of acquainting you this morning with 
the diſgrace of the Marquis de Montey- 
nard. The King had at laſt yielded to 
my intreaties, and figned the letter de 
cachet which I preſented to him When! 
had brought him into the humour, His 
reflexions upon his pillow ſpoilt the whele 
ſcheme, and the firſt thing he did in the 
moining when he aroſe, was to deſtroy 
the letter. This event ſhall teach mea 
leſſon for the future, which is, that when 
Jam forttinate enough to have ſuch ano- 
ther opportunity, I will immediately 
diſpatch the letter, to prevent recalling 
it. I am greatly vexed at being thus 


diſappointed ; for ſince I heard what he 
| . 2 faid 
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faid to the Abbe * Terray; fince his 


refuſal of my + requeſt, and his con- 
nexions with the Þ Chancellor, the man 
is become more obnoxious to me than 


"pn 
The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


LET. 


* M. de Monteynard having applied to the Abbe Terray 
for ſome money for the buſineſs of his department, was zeld 
that the Treaſury was drained; to which the Marquis replied 


with ſome warmth, that he was ſurprized, when ſo much 
money was ſquandered away on piraps and whores, that none 
ſhould be reſerve? for the King's ſervice. 


Þ She had aſked him tor 5 regiment of Baufremont 


Dragons for the Sicur Dangets d' Orgay, a nephew of the 


' Farmer- General oc that name, which he reſuſed, and gave 


it to the Prince de Lambeſe. 
J It may ſeem ſurprifiag that the Marquis de Monteynard, 


who was a man of the moſt integrity in the miniſtry, ſhould 
be ſo aitached to the Chancellor, But he gave for reaſon, 


| that in matters which he did not underſtand, he always ſup- 
| ported the miniſter of that departraent 3 berein followiag the 


$5 


maxim of Cardinal Fleury. 


164 LET TE RS ro AND. rr 0M 
L E T PF: E R "CT 
- fo the SAME. 


IF I have not had the ſatisſaction, 
my dear Duke, to rid myſelf of the 
Marquis de Monteynard, I have that at 
leaſt of having the favour granted me 
you adviſed me to aſk for; and this the 
King gave his conſent to, that I might 
not be out of humour upon this occa- 
ſion. I have mentioned to him the hea- 
vy contributions levied by Madame de 
* Langeac, and the perſons who have 
obtained favours through her means. 
His Majeſty was much diſpleaſed at it, 
and has promiſed that I ſhall name the 
proper people to form the eſtabliſhment 
: 1 of 
* Madame de Langeac was well known at Paris, She 
was married to one Sabathin, a cobler at Marſeilles, and 
came to the metropolis to follow the profeſſion of a woman 
of pleaſure, At length ſhe became the favourite miſtels df 
the Duke de la Vrilliere. This miniſter had ſeveral children 
by her, and being defirous to ennoble them, he clapt the 
poor cobler into the Bicetre, procured a falſe certificate of his 


_ burial, and had his pretended widow married to the Marquis 
de Langeac, who acknowledged her children as his own, 
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of the Count d'Artois. I ſhall accept of 
no preſents from thoſe to whom I give 
places, but we ſhall have the ſatisfaction 
to have every one in the houſehold at 
our devotion, The Chevalier Du Barry - | 
ſhall be Captain of his Swiſs-guard. ass 
for the other places, you muſt think of 1 
this matter, my dear Duke, and appoint i 
| ſuch as you can depend upon. I ſhall = 
propoſe nobody to the King but thoſe who 
ſhall be approved of by us both. I ſhall 


„bebt ſee you to-day; the King will hunt, =_ 


and I ſhall ſpend part of the day arti... id 
| Eonvent of St. + Elizabeth. Adieu,. 
: my dear Duke, you- know how much 1 E 
love you. = 
The Counteſs Du ans: 


of RT, 

She | L ip T- 
„ and | + Madame Du Barry went to this convent to ſee her mo- 
roman cher, who was placed there at firſt under the name of Ma- 
rel: o! 50 de Montrables and at laſt ſhe was called Marchioneſs, 
nileren madame Du Bar: :y's behaviour to her mother, was ſuch as 
apt the does honour to the goodneſs. of her heart; for notwithſtand. 
e of bus : ing the King's unbounded paſſi ion for her, and the conſt ant 
Aarqui diffipation 1 in which "ſhe lived, ſhe ſcarcely ever ſuffered a 
VD. 


ortnight to pals without going to fee her; when ſhe com- 
wal Gined, and paſſed a great 2 of the day with her, 


po ee —— ED — — — 
. = 
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From the Abbé TxRRAVY. 


ö Paris, 18th April, 1773 
M ADAM, 
YOUR ſteward has juſt now aſked 
me for 60,000 livres by your orders, 
without mentioning for what purpoſe 
that ſum was intended to be employed. 
I told him that I could not then pay 
him ſo much, but that I would do my- 
ſelf the honour to conſult with you up- 
on the matter, It is far from my incli- 
nation, madam, to refuſe you any thing, 
for you cannot be ignorant how much 
I am at your devotion, Permit me, 
however, to make a few obſervations 
to you, after which you ſhall direct me 
as you pleaſe. The royal coffers are 
not ſo well furniſhed as you ſeem to 
ſuppoſe, though I uſe every means to 
SIN ill 
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fill them. I own to you they are at 
this moment very empty. - Since I have 
been honoured with your protection you 
have received 18,000,000 livres, with- 
- out taking notice of a number of tri- 
fling ſums. The Chancellor draws upon 
me for a great deal of money to ſup- 
port his parlament, and pay his ſpies. 
The Duke d'Aiguillon drains me for 
caſh to give his creatures, and to remit 
to his correſpondents in foreign courts, 
where you know he is not upon the 
belt footing. I leave you now to judge, 
madam, if I have not reaſon on my 
ſide. I am greatly diſtreſſed to be obli- 
ged to offer theſe obſervations, becauſe 
J have nothing ſo much at heart as to 
comply with all you defire. I ſhould 
even be glad to anticipate your wiſhes 
were it in my power. However, if 
300, o00 livres will anſwer your purpoſe, 
I will pay that ſum to your ſteward 

Whenever 
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whenever he calls upon me > for it. Ian 
with 9 Kc. 


C 


From Mademoiſelle Dunois, an Actrels 
belonging to the French * Comedy. 


955 Paris, 2ꝶth April, 1773; 

TMA Au, | 

IN obedience to your commands | 

had reſolved to appear again on the 

ſtage, and had endeavoured to improve 
7 2 5 e 


* We have never ſeen the originals either of this letter or 
of the following; we inſert them here, becauſe copies were 
handed about at court and in Paris, we therefore do not takt 
upon us to anſwer for their authenticity. ” 


+ To underſtand this letter rightly, the reader muſt be 
informed that Madame Du Barry was a great admirer of W 
Mademoiſelle Dubois, to whom ſhe had made many preſents, f 
and whom ſhe was deſirous to ſee again upon the ſtage, Du. U 
boĩs conſented to make a ne appearance, but circumſtancet nc 
not permiiting, ſhe took occaſion of this negociation to ap}! 
to the Counteſs to write to Dauberval, a dancer at the Opel 

and her quondam lover to engage him to marry her. 


= 
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my ſmall abilities ſo as to afford you 
ſome amuſement ; but unfortunately for 


me; my parts were diſpoſed of, ard my 
theatrical friends have made me ſenſible 
what confuſion it would create amongſt 
them. I have been informed that the 
Gentlemen of the Chamber have under- 


taken to lay before you a memorial, 


Rating the actual impoſſibility of my 


appearance. I hope, madam, that 


paper will ſatisfy you with reſpect to 
the zeal with which I have firove to 


contribute to your pleaſure in thoſe 


precious moments, which you are able 
to ſpare from thoſe important concerns 
you are engaged in. ras 
But, madam, your condeſcenſion 
has emboldened me to make you a 


| requeſt, Allow me to lay open my 


whole heart to you. Your own is too 
ſuſceptible of the impreſſions of love 
not to participate with mine. For more 


- 44 11 Q | than 
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than twelve years I have loved Dau- 
berval, and happy ſhould I have been 
if his paſſion had been as conſtant as 
mine! The faithleſs creature has made 
the ſame proteſtations to others which 


he has done to me. I have ſtill a dear 
pledge of our union, a child, the ob- 


Jet of my maternal fondneſs. It 
grieves me when I think of the illegiti- 
macy of its birth, and I wiſh to remove 
it by marriage. I am at this time in 


eaſy circumſtances; I am willing to 


pay off my perfidious lover's debts, 
and I aſk no more than his hand in re- 
turn. So noble an action, madam, is 
worthy of yourſelf; though J have led 
an irregular life, my principles are un- 
| corrupted, You ate ſenſible that a young 
creature poſſeſſed of charms, is ex poſed 
on the ſtage to the aſſiduities of the 


young and amiable amongſt the nobility | 


belonging to court, How is ſhe to 
withſtand 


Map ME DU BARR T. 11 -: 
withſtand ſuch temptation! Yet I was 


never happy amidſt the gaieties of the 
theatre ; I always entertained a reſpect 


for religion; my conſcience was timo- 


rous, and ſoon took the alarm; the 


dread of hereafter purſued me unceal- 
ingly into the very receſſes of pleaſure ; 


the loſs of my laſt lover threw me into 


a deep melancholy ; his fatal end in the 


very prime of life made me tremble 


for myſelf, Theſe, madam, were the 
chief motives that made me quit the 


ſtage; you wiſhed me to appear again, 
and I got the better of my ſcruples, 


Circumſtances oppoſe your partiality 


condeſcend, madam, to compleat the 


happineſs I feel to find you ſometimes 


think of me, by granting me your 


protection, or rather by uſing your au- 
thority, which can never be better em- 


ployed. I am perſuaded that Dauber- 
val cannot refuſe the obligations he is 


under to me when they come recom- 
Q2 mended 
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mended by you; and I ſhall reap this | 


conſolation from my marriage, that as 55 


cannot amuſe your reſpectable leiſure 


at the theatre myſelf, I ſhall do it by 


proxy—by another ſelf—by a huſband 


who will always be at your devotion, 


as long as he is fo happy as to pleaſe 
you. I am, with the moſt e 


| reſpect, &c. 


rr on 
From DAUBERVAL, a Dancer at the 
3 Opera. 


M442, 


I AM not {0 great an adept in love 


matters as Mademoiſelle Dubois may. 
be; for if it conſiſts in taking a lover to 
bed with her, it is certain ſhe is better 


acquainted with them than 1 am. As J 
h Was 
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was not always able to ſupply her with 
love, and as it was abſolutely neceſſary 
ſhe ſhould be ſupplied with it, ſhe gave 
up my place to others, and we relieved 
each other in our turn, four, five, and 
ſometimes more of us. The conſe- 
quence was that ſhe produced a little 
boy. She was kind enough to call me. 
his father, and I was the more grateful 
for the favour, as I knew ſhe might 
have choſen him one out of the Court, 
the Law, the Church, or the Finances, 
However, I accepted the honour, and 
I conſented to take care of the child; 
but the mother, looking upon it as a 
play-thing expreſsly made by the hand 
of Providence for her amuſement, kept 
it herſelf. I then told her that I ſhould 
diſclaim all title to it. Now that ſhe is 
tired of it, ſhe would lay it at my door, 
But ſince ſhe has kept it ſo long, ſhe. 
muſt even keep it longer, and to do fo 
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is acting conſiſtently with her maternal 
tenderneſs, and her regard for religion, 
I know the weakneſs of her head, and 
I ſhould be afraid of being infected with 
the ſame diſorder. She fears the devil; 
and ſo do I; this it is that hinders me 
from marrying her; for as the evil ſpirit 
is ſometimes incarnate, and enters into 
father, mother, ſiſter, lover, what would 
become of me when her huſband ! 
| You permitted me to expreſs my ſen- 
timents freely upon this point, madam, 
and I have done fo, I wiſh my ſince- 
rity may divert you for a moment. | 
imagine this was your whole deſign in 
the negociation, which can be of very 
little conſequence. amongſt the weighty 
matters that call for your attention. It, 
however, diſcovers in a ſtriking manner 
that amiableneſs of diſpoſition which ap- 
pears in all you do. It is certainly a 
great misfortune for Mademoiſelle Du- 
bois that ſhe is no longer able to afford 
you 


MADAME DU BARRY. 175 


you any amuſement ; but I have no oc- 
caſion to marry her to prove to you how 
much I am at your devotion. I] would 
have the merit of it all my own. 


As to Mademoiſelle Raucoux, whom 
you had the goodneſs to offer to my 


choice, in cafe I refuſed Mademoiſelle 
Dubois, - ſhe is at preſent but newly come 
to market, and as her price is not yet 
fixed, I do not with to be the firſt to 
cheapen her. When her value 1s better 
known, it will be ſoon ſeen who will be 
the purchaſer. I am with profound reſ- 
pect, &c. „ . 
DAU BERVA L, 


F 


juſt now been guilty of a great piece 
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From the Duke D' AICGUIL LON. 


YOU know, my lovely Counteſs, 
the many cauſes of complaint we have 
againſt your brother-in-law. He has 
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of imprudence, which makes me out 
of all patience with him. You ſhall 
judge of it yourſelf, and I hope you 
will aſſiſt me to keep him within | 
\ bounds, Since his return from Lifle, 
he ſhut himſelf up at his houſe at Triel 
for ſeveral days, and was the whole 
time engaged in very deep play. Be- 
ſides his ready money, he has loſt ſe- 
ven thouſand louis d'ors upon honour, 
for which, according to cuſtom, he has 
given an order upon the Abbe Terray. 
The Abbé, as we had pre-concerted, 
refuſed his order. When your brother 
heard of it, he flew into the moſt 
violent paſſion, threw out a number of 
invectives againſt us all, and declared 
he had made miniſters, and could un- 
make them; in a word, to ſhew his 
great moderation to the company, he 
ſaid he had only yet had five millions 
out of the royal treaſure. What hurts 
me the moſt, is, that the perſon who 
: told 
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told me this, aſſures me, this diſcourſe | 


was had at a ſupper, where ſeveral people 
were preſent, who will take pleaſure in 
ſpreading the ſtory abroad. You ſee, my 


dear Counteſs, what harm his indiſcre- 


tion may do us; eſpecially by diſcovering 
how eaſily money is obtained from the 
royal coffers; a circumſtance that will 
not fail to be exaggerated to the encreaſe 


of our enemies, I ſpeak my ſentiments. 
freely, becauſe I know for a long time 
you have been weary of his perſecutions, 


He is indeed a very dangerous man, and 


hope you will aſſiſt me to remove him. 


His character is ſuch, that he will not fail 
of taking ſome wrong ſtep, and thereby 


give us a juſt pretence for doing it even 


by force, if we cannot bring it about by 
fair means. Adieu, my charming Coun- 


tels, you know how dear you are to me. 


The Duke p'ArGUILLON, 


3 
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LETTER CV. 


To the SAME. 


| Fontainebleny 21ſt Obes, 1773. 

I AM, my dear Duke, in the great- 
eſt diftreſs; you know the King was 
taken ill "the day before yeſterday, He 
made la Martiniere ſleep in his bed cham- 

ber; I know not what paſt betwixt them, 
but his Majeſty has been ever ſince re- 
markably cold to me. I am afraid that 


phyſician has cauſed him to make ſome 


reflexions, the conſequences of which 
alarm me very much. As ſoon as you 
have a moment to ſpare, come to me; 
1 ſhall be alone all the evening; it is 
highly neceſſary we ſhould conſult toge- 
ther how I am to behave, 1 am intirely 
yours, : | 


The Counteſs Du BARRY. 


LE T- 


rr een 


From the Duke of ORLR ANS. 


I WAIT with impatience, my 
charming Counteſs, to learn the reſult of 
the ſolicitation which you promiſed me 
to uſe with the King, to engage his con- 
ſent to my marriage with Madame de 
Monteſon. 
peared to take in this affair, and your 


to hope I might be certain, that it would 


| It was, you know, only with this proſ- 
pect, that you determined me to return 
| as they. were; it is certain, my dear 
power. Yet I cannot think that a pair of 
ſuch ſweet lips as yours are, ſhould ever 
utter a promiſe with intention to break it. 


| Mapaue DU BARRY. 17 


The great intereſt you ap- 
great credit with the King, had led me 


ſpeedily be brought to an happy iſſue. 


to court. Since that time things are juſt 


madam, you have not done all in your 


: Such 
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Such a conduct is inconſiſtent with that 
amiable freedom you always have uſed 
with me; and I can ſee no reaſon why I 
ſhould be the only perſon you ſhould treat 


with inſincerity. — &c. 


Lovis P. Duke of Orleans. 
1 R T T * R CVIL 
To the Same. 


13 October wg, 1 1773. 
81 x, 


' NoTWiTHSTANDING the oreat cre- 


dit which you ſuppoſe I have with the 
King, it is not ſo eaſy for me to prevail 
on him to do things for which he has a 


diſlike. I muſt tell you plainly this mar- 


riage is one of thoſe, and I am ſorry for 
it. Hitherto my ſolicitations have avail- 
ed nothing. One lucky minute would 
make 


th 


[ 
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make you happy. But, ſay you, when 


will that minute come? that is more 
than I can tell you. But come, papa, 
ſhall I give you ſome good advice? 


Marry; and we will fee to bring matters 
about; I am ſtrongly intereſted to do it. 


If the King does not now give his con- 


ſent to the marriage, he may be brought 
to do it in the end, which will be the 
ſame thing. Be aſſured that I ſhall 


never deſert your intereſts, and that I 


ſhall loſe no OY. of obliging you. 


Jam, &c. 
The Counteſs Do Bang, 


r n Ci. 


To the Duke p' A1GUiLLON. 


IWR ITE to you, my dear Duke, 


overwhelmed as I am with the lamen- 
R tations 


{ 


This is a familiar way of addrefling the firſt prince of 
the blood, but it will got appear extraordinary when the 
reader 
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tations of the Duke de la Vrilliere, and 

Madame Langeac. But it is all over 
with them; the Chevalier d'Arcq will 
ſell no more favours ſor ſome time, 
The letter de cachet is ſigned ſor ba- 
niſhing him to Tulle, where I am in- 
clined to think he will not find it an 
eaſy matter to diſplay his talents. ] 
reckon” upon the promiſe you made to go 
with me to-morrow to Paris. I am 
your friend. 


The Counteſs Du BARRY, | 


0 i Wow: 5 en. 
To the SAME. 


10 judged perfectly right, my 
dear Duke, Viſcount du Barry's mar- 
riage 


reader is informed that Madame du Barry uſed ſtill greater 
freedom with the King himſelf, One day that his Majeſty 
amuſed himſelf with pouring out the coffee in her apartments, 
be happened to ſpill it, when ſhe cried, © Hold France, have 
a care, you play the devil with the coffee.“ 
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nage is come to nothing; my tears and 
intreaties would not avail. The King 
appeared more determined than I could 


ever have thought him capable of being. 


The Marquis de la Tour du Pin la 


Chorce it is that robs us of Mademoiſelle 
de St. Andre, We muſt now think ſe- 


nouſly of Mademoiſelle de Tournon“. 


She is faid to be extremely handſome, 


and ſome are inclined to fear ſhe may 


become my rival; but no matter; ſhould 
it prove ſo, I ſhall at leaſt have the ſa- 
lisfaction to think that the poſt does not 


80 out of the family, I am intirely 
yours, 8 
| The Counteſs Du Barry, 


n 


1 Mademoiſelle de St. Andre was a natural daughter of 
Lewis XV. The King had reſolved to marry her to the Viſ- 
count du Barry, but ſuffered himſelf to be diſſuaded from it; 
82d ſhe was married to the Marquis mentioned in the letter. 


Mademoiſelle 
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LB: N T R K.. CX. 
From the Prince DPR SO VIIS E. 


TH E interview was had yeſterday, 
at my houſe, my charming Countels, 
Viſcount du Barry is mightily taken 
with my fair kinſwoman, who. on her 
part, conſents to be directed by me. 
The Prince de Condé has no diſlike 
to the match, but before he gives his 
conſent in form, he defires the King 
would admit him into his council; that 
he would buy his houſe ; and that he 
would give him 1,500,000 livres to pay 
off his debts, He thinks you will ea- 

| fily 


Mademoiſelle de Tournon was the daughter of a perſon of 

condition in Normandy; ſhe was ſeventeen years of age, 
very handſome, and allied to the beſt families of the court; 
but the was not rich. She was a near xclation of the Prince 
de Soubiſe, who was mean enough to propoſe this mach, 
The Prince de Conde, as ſon-in-law of the Prince de Sou- 
biſe, interfered iv the negociation, and made ſome conſidera- 0 
ble demands upon the occaſion ; part of which being granted 
5 him, the match took place, . 
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fly obtain theſe favours for him of his 
Majeſty. For my part, I wiſh much 
you may do it, becauſe I am deſirous 
to have a concluſion made of this al- 
' lance, with which I think myſelf much 
| honoured, I know we might in ſome A 
ſort diſpenſe with the Prince's appro- nen 
bation, but it would make a very great e 
difference as to the general ſatisfaction. 1} 
If, on the other hand, the Prince de 4 
Conde obtains his defires through your 
means, it could not but be advanta- 
geous to you, as you would thereby lay 
him under great obligations. Jam, my 
charming Countels, &c. 1 
The Prince De SOUBISE, 


rr 
— 


} 

; 7 n 
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From the Duke * Al GY 1 LL ON. 


; 1 HAVE, my dear Cant many 1 
1 obſervations to make, upon- what you 1 
r 
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told me yeſterday. Though you re- 
ceived, with a great deal of mirth, the 
apprehenſions which I entertained of the 
conſequences of the match in queſtion, 
yet I think they deſerve, on your part, 
to be well weighed. I am afraid, that 
whilſt you give yourſelf this trouble to 
bring it to a concluſion, you are at the 
ſame time working your own ruin. Do 
vou not think it likely that this may 
be the end they propoſe, whilſt they 
ſolicit you to make a point of this affair? 
| Your brother-in-law * is capable of do- 
ing ſuch a thing, and perhaps he may 
not be the only one. Think of this, 
my dear Counteſs. Mademoiſelle de 
Tournon is handſome, and the King 
may take a fancy to her; the Prince de 
Condé from his rank and alliance with 
5 her, will have great influence over her; 
and 


* Viſcount du Barry, of whoſe marriage mention is made 
in this letter, is the ſon of Count John, with whom Ma- 
dame du * lived. OT 


le 
45 


'. 
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and you know enough already of the 


Count du Barry to fear he will gain an 
aſcendancy over his daughter-in-law, 


which he may employ to work your 


ruin, or at leaſt to keep yon more than 


ever in ſubje&ion of him, If in ſpite 
of theſe reflexions you perſiſt in run- 


ning the riſk of the event, it would by 
all means be neceſſary to keep the 


Prince de Condé out of the council. 


Beſides that it would increaſe the ad van - 


tages he gains by this match, we ſhould 


be no longer maſters of the deliberations 


there: his power would be ſuch as could 
not be oppoſed, and he would be at the 
head of the adminiſtration of the affairs 


of the whole kingdom. Not to create 


any diſguſt, perſuade his Majeſty not 
flatly to deny, but to give him hopes, 


that this favour may be granted him af- 


ter the marriage is ſolemnized, without 
fixing any preciſe time, or making any 
abſolute promiſe, As to the payment of 


his 
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his debts, and the purchaſe of his houſe, 


__ you may eaſily obtain theſe two favours , 


they will pleaſe him, and they are of no 


conſequence to you. Adieu, my fair 


Counteſs ; remember I only ſtate to you 
the conſequences of the two refolutions 

you are to take, without adviſing you to 
the one or the other; fo that whatever 
happens I am not to be blamed for it. 
J am, with the ſame fiiendſhip 1 nave 


ever borne you, your, &c. 
The Duke D"ALGUILLON, 


2 5 E T E * cx ll 15 
- To ths Prince de Sovrlsg. 


8 1 u, 


IHAVE been fortunate enough te to 
8 in getting the King to purchaſe 
the Prince de Conde's houſe, and to grant 
him 1,500,000 livres which he has oc- 
> © ealion for to pay off his debts. I wiſh I 
had been as ſucceſsful in procuring his 

admiſſion 


6 
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admiſſion to the council; but his Ma- 
jeſty ſaid he would conſider after the mar- 
riage what was to be done; fo he has 
neither granted this favour, nor abſo- 
lutely refuſed it. This, fir, is the reſult 
'v my fironge& ſolicitations; if the 
Prince refolves not to approve of the 
match, unleſs upon the expreſs condi- 
tion of his being admitted to the coun» 
ci, there muſt be an end to that, and 
kthe favours already obtained; and we 
muſt ſeek out an alliance for the Vi- 
eount, which may be brought about 
with leſs difficulty. My chief regret 
will be, that I have not been able to 
conclude a matter which you had fo much. 
Lat heart; but I did my part towards it, 
and you cannot blame me for it. I arm, 
5 The Counteſs Du Barry, 
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CO LETT BK. COW 
From the Prince DE Conve. 
Mandan, 


INEVER i to make any 
conditions for the marriage of Viſcount 
Du Barry, but 1 conceived that as he 
was to marry a relation of mine, I might 
upon ſuch an occaſion ſolicit your inter- 
eſt for favours, which I ſhould receive 
with the greater pleaſure as I ſhould owe 
all the obligation of them to you, Ac- 
cept, madam, my thanks for the two 
favours which the King has granted me 
at your* requeſt. As to the third, I 
ſhould hope you will not loſe ſight of it, 
but continue your good offices in that re- 
ſpect. 


e 


*The Prince de Conde, a very ambitious man, had really 
the deſign which the Duke d' Aiguillon had ſuſpected him to 
have, and which is mentioned in the Duke's laſt letter to 
Madame Du Barry, but the Prince, fearing to fail altoge» 
ther, gives way, as appears by this letter, 


. | | 
Marame DU BARRY, 191 
ſpect. I ſhould wiſh to have a con- 


ference with you on that ſubject. I beg 
10 know the day and hour, when I 


may have the honour of waiting upon 
+ you. Iam &c, 


L. de B. Prince de ConDe. 
1. E = 23 E R (XIV. 
To the Dake D ' A16U1LLON. 


iT 54 with müch concern, my dear 
Duke, I acquaint you that my reconcilia- 


tion with the Royal Family will not take 
place as I had flattered myſelf . I can | 


lay 


+ The Prince obſerved this ceremony of aſking Madame 
Du Barry to name her time upon his firſt viſit, but omitted 
it at his ſecond; upon which ſhe made him wait a conſide- 


rable time before ſhe received him. She was in reality of- 


fended, that he had made his peace through the mediation 
of the Count de la Marche, who ruled the Chancellor; and 


the Prince by his repeated ſubmiſſions ſeerned to invite her to 


redopble her inſolence towards him, 

Madame Du Barry, as appears by ſome former letters, 
was not liked either by the Dauphin, the Dauphineſs, or the 
Princeſſes, To engage Madame de Narbonne to treat for 
an accommodation, ſhe was promiſed a Dukedom for her 
uuſband, beſides a conſiderable pecuniary gratification, 
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lay no blame on Madame de Narbonne, 
who has acquitted herſelf of her negoci- 
ation to my ſatisfaction. She prevailed 

upon Madame Adelaide; as ſoon as ſhe 
Was gained over, there was no difficulty 
to bring her ſiſter into it; and we were 
lucky enough to ſucceed likewiſe with the 
- Counteſs de Provence, and even the 
Dauphineſs. But the Dauphin overſet 
the whole ſcheme, and ſeemed ſo much 
avelſe to it, that we loſt all hopes of ac- 

_ compliſhing our deſign. You know | 

am to preſent the young Viſcountels , 1 

muſt take her to the Dauphin; I dread 
the moment, and wiſh I could get faily 

rid of the buſineſs. Pray, how is the 

Dutcheſs ? was ſhe blooded this morning ? 
Tell me about it to-morrow. I expe& 
you to dinner according to promiſe. 1 
embrace . with all my heart. 


The Counteſs: Du BARRY, 
1 E T- 
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[LETT n 14 
To the SAME. = e 

WEL L, did I not ay, my deat 
Duke, that I had great reaſon to dread . 
this buſineſs of preſenting ? Vou cannot VERT 
imagine how -rudely that great ill-bred * bn TT 
boy behaved. When we were uſhered Jl 1 Et 


to his apartment, he was looking, or 

pretended to be looking through the 

window, and after we were announced, 

continued in the ſame poſture, and never 

caſt one look towards us whilſt we ſtaid. 
My mece was ſenſibly affected at this 

behaviour, but the King made her ample 


- 
— - 
o o — * * * 
* » * * 1 —— « * wth 


amends by his very gracious reception | ; q 

of her. He ſeemed fo pleaſed with her, | ; | 

that I was alarmed at it; but I did not | þ i x 

ſhew my concern for fear of dif] pleaſing Yr A | 4 
his Majeſty ; for ſhould I appear out of | 
C humour, } 
* The Dauphin. L 
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humour, it may increaſe his liking, 
which in all probability will be ſoon over, 
Tam not very ſure that nothing ſerious 


"kak paſſed betwixt them ; but I ſhall ſeem 


to know nothing of it, and depend, my 

dear Duke, upon your keeping it a ſecret, 
You know how neceſſary it is in order to 
ſupport my credit. I am happy to hear 
the Dutcheſs is ſo well recovered. Tel 
her I love her as well as you do. 


The Counteſs Do Barry, 


LT .T RR. OM. 


To the SAME. 


I HAVE this moment learnt, my 


dear Duke, that my huſband has had a. 


quarrel with the Parliament of Thou- 
louſe, upon the ſubject of an inſurrection, 
in which it is ſaid he wanted to take an 
N active 
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active part *. I am not thoroughly in- 
formed of the fact; endeavour to make 


yourſelf maſter of it, and pray do what 
is neceſſary upon this occaſion, We 


drove him from hence that his folly 


might not diſgrace us, and muſt he (till 
give us trouble at ſuch a diſtance! I 
wiſh you a good evening. 

| The Counteſs Du BARRx. 


LET r i ons 


| From M. de BovNEsS, Miniſter for Naval 


Affairs. 


MAD A u, 


THE diſpleaſure which the King 


ſhewed yeſterday, has been cauſe of the 
543 greateſt 


* Count William, then at Thoulouſe, was deſirous to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf at the time of the inſurreQions on ac- 
| count of the dearneſs of bread, One day that the tumult 
was at the higheſt, he harangued the inſurgents, made uſe. 


of the King's name, and propoſed to capitulate with them. 


The Parliament was diſpleaſed, and ſome members were 
for proſecuting him; but that meaſure was over-ruled, and 
and they contented themſelves with ſending a memorial of 


the whole affair to the court, and there it ended, 


++ 
1 
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greateſt uneaſineſs to me. What I did, 
was by order of the Duke of Orleans, 
and he it was took me to your apartment 
when the affair happened which you 
know of . Allow me to hope, madam, 
| 1 


* The Duke of Orleans had ordered M. de Boynes to 
draw up a memorial for reſtoring the Parliament, which of 
courſe would have been followed with the exile ot M. de 
Maupeou, whoſe place De Boynes wiſhed for. He was the 
propereſt perſon the Duke could have choſen for ſuch a pur- 
poſe, becauſe he affiſted the Chancellor in the deftruCtion of 
that court, As ſoon as the memorial was finiſhed, they went 
with great privacy to Madame du Barry's apartments, and 
propoſed to her to ſolicit the King to execute a project, which 
as they ſaid, would pleaſe every one. The favourite tapping 
the Duke on the ſhoulder, ſaid to him with her uſual fami- 
liar term, © Papa, you know I never interfere in matters 

of government.” The Duke continued his intreatics, 
and almoſt threw kimfelf at her feet. She conſented at 
length to hear the memorial read. The King came in whillt 
this was doing, and the Duke of Orleans ſnatching the me- 
morial out of the miniſter's hand, pu it into his pocket. His 
Majeſty obſerving his miſtreſs ehange countenance, inſiſted 
on knowing what was the matter, and ſhe told him all that 
had paſt; whereupon the King ſaid to the Duke of Orleans, 
thus, Couſin, if you wiſh that we ſhould continue friends 
„ have nothing to do with this negociation 3” then, ad- 
dreſſing himfelf to the miniſter —-* and as for you, M. 
de Boynes, I am ſurprized to find you here; this is no 
place for you, ſo be gone” © as for you madam, (turn- 
« ing round to the Counteſs) I am obliged to you for your 
& reluctance to enter into this plot,” M. de Boynes wrote 
this letter to.deprecate the King's anger on. this occalion, | 


# 
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you will have the goodneſs to prevail 


upon his Majeſty to honour me with his 
favonr as heretofore. I truſt I have me- 


rited it by the zeal I have always ſnewn 
for his ſervice. That which I have on 


all occaſions diſcovered for you, gives 


me room to hops you will uſe your good 


offices on this occaſion. My gratitude 
ſhall equal the profound reſpect with 
which I am, &c. 
BovRGEors DE BoyNnes. 
TxETTrxR com 


From the Duke of ORLIN ANS. 


I AM well perſuaded, madam, that if 


our laſt interview had not been interrupt- 
ed, ſo far from ſaying you would not 


interfere in the caſe of the Parliament, 


you would have been the firſt to become 
their protectreſs, and to have laid their 


Juſtification, and the wiſhes of all France 
for their reſtoration, at the feet of the 
throne, The plan I mean to propoſe to 


8 3 | You, 
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you, is ſuch as muſt ſatisfy every one, 
and diſpleaſe nobody. One man alone 
would be a loſer by this reconciliation, 
and this man is as much an enemy to you 
as he is to the ſtate*. I have much to 
fay, which I cannot commit to paper, 
you will therefore oblige me by naming a 
day and hour, when I may wait upon 
you with M. de Boynes, to talk over this 
matter for a few minutes. I am perſua- 
ded that aſter this interview you will not 
only adopt my ſentiments, but you vill 
lend me your aſſiſtance to remove his 
Majeſty's prejudices. There may come 
a time, madam, when you may thank 
me, for having afforded you an opportu- 
nity of contributing to a revolution ſo 
much deſired by all good citizens, Their 
| acknowledgements cannot but be pleaſing 
| 100ö you, as well as uſeful, as muſt the 
| ſupport of thoſe tribunals, which will owe 
their re-eſtabliſhment to you, I am, &c. 
1 L. P. Duke of Orleans. 


| 3 | The Chancellor, | 


„ 
x } 


% 
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. 


To the Same. | : 


8 1 x, 


' YOU know kw much 1 diſlike to 
Hate! in matters of the kind you men- 


tion in your letter. I doubt much whe- 
ther you will be able to perſuade me to 
undertake the buſineſs ſo heartily as you 
ſeem to think. But as I would be far 
from diſobliging you, I will expect you 


to-morrow at ſix o'clock. You ſee I can 


refuſe your highneſs nothing. I hope 
you will give me credit for my com- 
pliance, I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Do B ARRY, 


CAT TIX 
To the S A M E. 


81 x, 


WHAT ks: tema; muſt un- 


Qoubtedly have given you no fayourable 


opinion 


4 1 
F \ 
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opinion of my good faith, and you per- 
haps imagine my behaviour on that o- 
caſion was concerted with the King. If 
my anxiouſneſs to reconcile you with his 
Majeſty has not removed your doubts, 
a ſimple relation of the matter as it hap- 
pened will certainly do it. 


Through the careleſſneſs of one of my 
women, your letter was very improperly 
given to me before the King. When I 
ſaw it came from you, I was putting it 
by to read at another opportunity, but 
his Majeſty inſiſted upon ſeeing it. He 
was exceedingly angry when he read it, 
and at firſt commanded me to refuſe you 
the interview you aſked ; but having 
conſidered a long time, he ſaid, © you 
e ſhall appoint the Duke of Orleans to 
„ come to you to-morrow, and I will 
© be preſent at the time, but concealed 
in a place where I can overhear all. 
8 2 el him not a word of my deſign, 
| Land 
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and ſend him an anſwer immediately,” 
I was under the neceſſity of obeying his 
commands; the King even dictated the 


letter, and of courſe he laid the trap 


in which you were * taken, It was out 
of my power to make his Majeſty alter 
his deſign. I hope this will make no 
breach in our friendſhip, and that my 


good papa will not be angry with me. 


I am, &c. C 
© ih The Counteſs Du BARRx. 


* 
o 


LET TE R 5 XXI. 
From the Count Do BARRY. | 


/ 


I HAD hopes, my dear ſiſter, that 


upon the marriage of my fon with Ma- 
| demoiſelle 


* The King, a. « all the Dyke of Or- 
leans had to ſay, dico od expreſſed his indig- 
nation, threatening to de. Fc perſiſted to go on 


With this matter. The Duke 4, 3, that certainly it would 
1 | be 


} ** 
1 


r- 
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demoiſelle de Tournon, you would have 
procured for me the ten thouſand louis- 
d'ors I aſked for; you know the twenty 
thouſand livres which were granted me 
were only to diſcharge play-debts, and 
were but juſt ſufficient for the purpoſe. 
But I expect as much at leaſt upon the 
marriage of the Chevalier with Made- 

moiſelle de“ Fumel, if it ſhould take 

place, of which at preſent I have my 
doubts. The young lady does not ſeem 
very agreeable to the match, notwith- 
ſtanding the many favours ſhe may ex- 

pect to receive from the King. The 
family is unwilling that the Chevalier 
ſhould bear the arms of Fumel as was 
agreed upon: In ſhort, theſe people ſeem 
| 90 


be a great misfortune tc lm io be dif-r2red, but that he 


- ſhould bear it with for defence of the 
public good, he- of abandoning. 


Fortunately Madains ? | Je to reconcile them 
both before they parted, | 


* The Chevalier Watz er brother of the Count Du 
. | 
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10 ſtart difficulties on purpoſe to gain 
time, and overſet the affair. As it is of 
conſequence to us, engage the King, 


who has alrcady interfered in the mat- 


ter, to haſten a concluſion; one word 


from him will remove every & difficulty. 


Iam, my dear lifter, intirely your's, 
The Count Du Baxxy, 


een 
To Count WILLI AN Du BARRV. 


17 HE fine ſtory you have told us 


has much the air of invention, and 


ſeems contrived to excuſe your return 
hyher after your proteſtations, and the 
injunctions 


* Accordingly the King intereſted himſelf in the matter, 
He gave the Chevalier Du Barry $00,000 livres in order to 
clear an eſtate of 66,000 livres a year, which the young 
lady's father gave as a portion, from all incumbrances. The 
bridegroom had beſides the reverſion of the government of ; 
Chateau-Trompette which M. de Fumel enjoyed, The Che- 


valler ene took the title of Marquis Du Barry. 


+ ———ů — 
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injunctions laid upon you to the * con- 
trary. If I conſent to pardon this ſtep, 
it is upon this condition only, that you 
are never heard of more; otherwiſe you 


Wil force me to have no mercy on you. 


The Counteſs Du BARRv. 
LE T-T R R ain. 


From M. de VoLTAIRE. 


Mas A M, 


MONSIEUR 1 la Borde in- 


formed me that you ordered him to 


kiſs me on both cheeks as from your- 
ſelf. 


＋ 


Quoi! 


* He had excuſed his coming by a ſtory he had fabricated, 

He ſaid he had received a threatening letter, in which he 
Was enjoined to depoſit 50, ooo livres in a place pointed out 
in it; to which paying no regard he received another, and 


had quitted Thoulopſe to avoid the conſequences. 
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| Quoi ! deux baiſers ſur la fin de ma vie! 


Quvel paſſeport vous daignez m'envoyer. 
Deux, c'en eſt trop! Adorable Egerie; 
Je ſerois mort de plaiſir au premier. | 
Two kiſſes at the end of life! 
| Such was divine geria's * will; 
What paſſport from this vale of ſirife ! 
One were alone too much to kill. 


He ſhewed me your picture : Pray, ma- 


dam, be not angry; I took the liberty 


of paying it back the two kiſſes. 


: Vous ne pouvez empecher cet hom- 
) „  - 
6 Foible tribut de quiconque a des yeux. 


_ Ceeſt aux mortels d'adorer votre image, 
L'original etoit fait pour les Dieux. 


L 

ef %%% ĩ 7;ĩ 
he Toe 5 „ 
out “ ® The nymph Ægeria inſpired Numa, the great Roman 
ind | law-giver. By a ſtretch of flattery M. de Voltaire would 


inſinuate that Madame Du Barry had likewiſe inſpired the 
King in the operations he had juſt then made in legillatiog, 


\ 


. Accept, madam, the unfei nd re - 
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e tribute, they poor, tis not | yours to 
prevent 5 
From all who that portrait ſhall view; 
For mortals to worſhip the copy was lent, 
But gods the original claim as their duc. 


I have heard ſome part of M. de la 
Borde's Pandora. It ſeems to me worthy 
of your protection f. The favours you 
confer on genius are the only means o 
I Increaſe the ſplendour of your name. 


ſpects of a poor ſolitary old man, whoſe 
heart feels no ſentiments more than thoſe 
of gratictde, 


* M. de la Borde, the King's valet de chambre, men- 
tioned in this letter, had compoſed muſick for M. de Vol- 
- taire's opera of Pandora; the poet, always eager to have hi- 
. pieces produced on the ſtage, adviſes Madame du "oy 60 
— it N niet her patrenage. 


„ ww 
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DS T TER Cv: 
To the SAM RR. 
NOTHING, fir,” + can be more 


polite, and agreeable than the letter which 
J have jutt received under your hand. 


I judged that the commiſiion I gave 
M. de la Borde would have procured 


me the flattering acknowledgement you 


have ſent me. I would have it put as a 


| ſupplement . to the Apotheoſis of King 


Petau +. Theſe two pieces joined to- 


gether will juitify you in the eyes of 
the public, and of poſterity from the 
charge generally made againſt you, hat 
you are partial, and apt to contradict your 


ſelf. I am, &c. 
The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


T 2 e 


4 At the firſt riſe of Madame du Barry, Voltaire wrote a 


piece in verſe under this title, in which he made mention of 


the monarch and his favourite i in the moſt ſatirical and inde- 
cent terms, The bard muſt needs be very much mortified, 


after that, to receive ſuch a tart reply t to a ctter dictates by 
the moſt le flattery. 


Dee 


1 
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LETTER Ccxxv. 


To the ; Chancellor MA UPEOV, 


1 AM very much farprized, Mr. 
Chancellor, that Zemoro's * commiſii- 

on has not paſt the ſeal, as it was in your 
office yeſterday. Is this negligence a 
proof of the zeal you pretend to have 
for the King's ſervice? I ſhould have 
I: thought you would have been more 
forward 


| This Zemoro was a negro-boy for whom Madame du 
Barry had conceived a great liking. The familiarities which 

her exceſſive fondneſs encouraged him to take, gave room to 

malicious people to report that he was employed to other pur- 
poſes than lacquies uſually are. The King, to pleaſe his 
miſtreſs, would ſometimes condeſcend to amuſe himſelf with 
this negro, and the favourite took an opportunity to aſk ſome 
mark of royal favour for him. Let him be appointed” 
- * (faid the King) © houſekeeper of Lucieane, with a ſalary of 
« 600 livres.“ The King ſigned the commiſſion immediate- 
ly, and Madame du Barry was much diverted to.think that 
the Chancellor was obliged to put the ſeal to it. She accord- 
ingly took occaſion of ſome delay in 188 buſineſs to le w che 

Pp 3 will ſhe bore him, 
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forward to pay court to your maſter. 
I expect, fir, this buſineſs will be finiſh- 


ed to-day, as otherwiſe I ſhall complain 
of it to the King. Jam, &c. 


The Counteſs Du Banny, 


LETT £2: COVE 
To the Duke p' A16vu IT. LON. 


THE Marquis de Monteynard * iS 
now diſmifſed in good earneſt, my dear 


Duke. The letter de cachet is ſigned, 
and he muſt have received it by this 


time; ſo that our fears of its being can- 
celled are all over. You are ſatisfied, 
and I am well pleafed to have been able 
to carry a point which you had fo much 


F 


* It was thought extraordinary that this miniſter kept his 


place ſo long. He muſt fall,” (faid the King one Be Þ 
« for there is nobody ſupports him but me.“ 


The Duke TAiguillog Was immediately appointed to ſua⸗ 


ceed him, 
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at heart! There remains now only the 
Chancellor to pet rid of; but that will 
be a more difficult balineſs The King 
is ſo happy that he is no longer teized by 
govnſmen, that he is more attached 
than I could wiſh him to the man who 
_ relieved him from their remonſtrances. 
Conſider of ſome plan, my dear Duke, 
that I ſhould follow to make his Majeſty 
change his mind, and I will purſue it 
exactly. But before we think of any 
thing elſe, we muſt attend to a matter 
of importance that admits of no delay. 
2 5 The office of miniſter of the war-de- 
partment muſt be filled up, and that you 
muſt have, and I ſhall employ every 
means to procure it for you. In the 
mean time I embrace you, and am in- 
tirely Jours. 


The Counteſs Du Barky. 


- > Fry — | . j | k . : L E T 0 
; > 7 *. : 
Ps. re | | * 
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L BT TE R eren 
From the SamME. 


I SEE, my dear Counteſs, it is to 


no purpoſe perſiſting to perſuade the King 
to remove the Chancellor. We ſhall 
never ſucceed that way; we muſt purſue 
another in order to gain our point. Pre- 
tend, by degrees, to come into the 
King's way of thinking; but inſinuate at 
times that his Majeſty will never reap all 
the advantages which might be derived 
from M. de Maupeou's operations, ſo 
: long as he continues in office. You may 
give for reaſon, what is apparent enough, 
that the Princes, the Peers, and the 
people, hold him in great abhorrence. 
For my part, I ſhall ſecond you on all 
_ occaſions, 1 ſhall watch all his moti- 
ons, and doubt not ſoon to lay ſome 


ſnare 
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' ſnare for him which ſhall furniſh us 
With Power 3 eruſh kim. I am, 
& c. | 


The Duke D'Al GUILLION. 


LE x. 


'* The Abbe Terray was in the FO for removing the 
Chancellor. Till the proper occaſien arrived of ruining him, 
he deprived him inſenſibly of all his creatures. He had al- 
ready obtained an arret of council for ſuppreſſing the office of 
Inſpector of the Demeſnes, which. had been given to le Brun, 
the Chancellor's ſecretary and confident. The hatred which 
Maupeou bore'the two miniſters was fo apparent, that nobo- 
dy- doubted of the' miſunderſtanding that ſubſiſted betwixt 
them. The Chancellor endeavoured to throw all the odium 
of the revolution he had brought about upon them. When 
he was applied to for the recall or liberty of any one, he af- 
fected to pity the party's misfortane, and inſinuated that he 
had adviſed the calling in of the letters de cachet ; that all 
that had happened muſt be laid to the charge of the Abbe 
Terray, who would rob on the highway to bring i in money is 
Ibe treaſury; and of the Duke d'Aiguillon, that: tyrant, 
0 bo cod murder every body, and ſquander all the no- 
| ney he could come at, Seeing it was impoſſible to be well 
with theſe miniſters and the favourite, he endeavoured to 
make his peace with the royal family. For that purpoſe it 
was neceſſary to put on the appearance of probity, and ſome- 


times act with honeſty, He performed his part well, though 
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L E T T E R CXXVIIL 
To M. DER BO YNE s. 
O will oblige me, fir, if you 
will pay attention to the requeſt which 
the bearer of this, Monſieur d'Abbadie* 


has to make you, You have given the 
5 croſs 


in a e ditrerent from his real one; and he 4 his 


hypocriſy ſo far as to paſs for a religious man, in order to 
get acceſs to Madame Louiſa. In a word, he declaimed ſo 
much againſt the meanneſs of all thoſe who paid court to a 


woman without either birth, or modeſty ; and employed ſo 


many intrigues, that he ſet the King's children more than 
ever againſt the favourite, and her dependants. Things were 
carried fo high, that the King, affected by their lighting be- 
baviour, cried out, in an agony of wich Ms, ſee very well 
20 * my children have loſt all regard for me.“ 


* The Sour d'Abbadie was a Commiſſary of the Navy, 
who had never been at ſea, but took it in his head to uſe 
the credit of Madame du Barry to obtain favours, as many 
others had done before him. Accordingly he went to Paris, 
and found means to preſent a parrot which he brought with 
him to her, The bird was a fine one, and ſhe thought it 


Worth a croſs of St. Lewis; the readineſs with which this 


_ miniſter granted the favour, ſhews what ſubjection he was 
under to her, 


- 


” O—_ : 
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- eEroſs of St. Lewis to two of his col- 

| leagues, he wiſhes to obtain the fame | 

favour, and I ſhould be glad you would 
grant it him on my recommendation. 
1 wn, Gs 


_ The Counteſs DV Barry, 


F 
| From the Duke 3 6 122 L LON. 


1 AM at a bo, my dear Counteſs, 
| to gueſs the reaſons which have engaged 

Fon to eſpouſe the intereſts of the Prince 

de Conde fo warmly. However, ſince 
you deſire it, I ſhall not be againſt the 
King appointing him grand maſter of 
aftillery, and F ſhall even ſecond your 
recommendation to his Majeſty if you 
think it neceſſary ; Yer, I confeſs, I am 
5 1 9) of 
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of opinion you will not ſucceed in this 
buſineſs, becauſe I know the ſame fa- 


vour is ſolicited for the Count de Pro- . 


vence“. lam, &c. 


The Duke D*AIGUILLON. 
EFT. ER: CXXX; 
From. M. Do R A T, 


| Map Au, 


IT is with 8 concern 1 learn that 


certain verſes are attibuted to me, which 


I now 


* The Duke was no more willing than the Marquis de 
Monteynard that the artillery ſhould be divided from his of- 
fice; but he had more art than his predeceſſor ; and that he 
might not give the prince or the favourite cauſe of com- 
plaint againſt him, he had engaged the Count de Provence 
to afk for the place; and this he did, becauſe he judged that 


the King would be unwilling to diſoblige either, and there- 


fore would ſuffer the place to eontinue dormant : and herein 
he gueſſed right, the artillery remained with his department, 
and neither the prince, nor Madame du oy could fix any 
ame upon Jura, 


I 
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I now take the firſt opportunity to dice. 
vow. I am credibly informed that a 
poem, imitled, Epitre & Margot, is come 
to your hands, and that I have been 
very maliciouſly repreſented to you as 
the author“ of it. It certainly merits 
your indignation, Madam; but if from 
my rank in the republic of letters, I 
have any title to your protection, I 
would beg you to take every ſtep to- 
wards diſcovering the real author; in 
which caſe you will be revenged, and 
I ſhall be juſtified. I am, & co. 


Do RA r. 


I. Dorat was cettainly author of the piece here men- 
tioned; he feared the Baſtile, and denied it in this manner, 
which does him leſs credit than the original poem. 


anner, 


| MaDaME DU BARRY, 2175 


6 * E R cxxx. 


Fran the Chevalier Dr Non ano, at 


London. 


MAD AM, 


AS I lie in a country where men 


have not given up the faculty of thinking 


for themſelves; which faculty they are 
at liberty to exerciſe, without the leaſt 
riſk in what manner they judge beſt, 


Ican with confidence avow myſelf the 


author of a ſmall work intitled, Je Ga- 


zettier cuiraſſe, If this work, which I 


make no doubt has reached your hands; 
has afforded you the leaſt amuſement, 
I ſhall applaud myſelf for being the 
author of it ; your approbation muſt be 
eſteemed its greateſt praiſe, I am juſt 


now going to print another work, intitled, 
Memuires ſecrets d' une femme publique, ou | 


Fai fur les avantures de Madame la Cm 


ET RET 72 
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teſſe du Barry, depuis ſon berceau Tuſquau 
lit ”d'honneur, [Secret memoirs of a 


woman of pleaſure; or an Eſſay on the 
adventures of the Counteſs du Parry, 


from her cradle to the bed of honour.] I 


do ſuppoſe, madam, If I had not added 


the ſecond part of the title, you would 


5 eaſily have diſcovered by the firſt whom 


I meant. I thought it however but right 


to communicate my deſign to you before 


I put it into execution; becauſe, as you 


have on many occaſions ſhewn a peculiar 
nate for arts, and ſciences, you might 
wiſh to be the ſole poſſeſſor of a manu- 
ſeript which I have endeavoured to render 
intereſting to the public, and which may 


5 appear to you of great value, If you 


think. ſo, it will not coſt you above 
$9,000 livres, Though this price may 
ſeem high, it is yet very moderate. You 
would ſcarcely believe, madam, what 
expenſe I have been at to procure the 


neceſſary. materials, The anecdotes of 


the 
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the latter part of your life have been 


purchaſed at an immenſe price. I have 


bought with hard gold the particulars of 
your amuſements with his moſt chriſtian 


majeſty, and of the methods you uſed-- 


to deceive his ſpies, when you conſoled 


_ yourſelf for his Majeſty's deficiencies with | 


your good friend the Duke, d'Aiguillon ; 
and when he failed, with little Zemoro, 


with whom you tried all that Aretin has 


taught, and even outdid that ingenious 


Italian. In ſhort, madam, you may be 
aſſured that this work is very compleat, 
and that it is furniſhed with every thing 


that can inſure it a rapid ſale. If you 


viſh to make purchaſe of it, I will deliver 
the manuſeript to the perſon who ſhall 


pay me the ſum before-mentioned : but 
if you do not mean to buy it, you will 


allow me at leaſt, madam, to. fend it 


into the world . under your auſpices : I 
ſhall be then ſure of its meeting with a 
favourable reception fr om that public 
| r Whoſe 


1 
A 
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whoſe property you once were. I flatter 


myſelf that you will at leaſt allow me 
this laſt favour, in conſideration of the 
defire I have to immortalize your fame, 
and the ſcrupulous exactneſs with which! 
have conformed to the ſtrict line of truth. 


: am with the greateſt reſpect, &c. 


| The Chevalier de Mon ANDE. 


LETTER CXXXIL 
| To the Duke * A1GUILLON; 


' HAVE juſt now 19 04 my 


Lord Duke, a moſt abominable letter 
from London. You will judge your- 
ſelf of it; I fend it you herewith. Loſe 


not an inſtant to employ every poſſible 
means to prevent the publication of this 


execrable libel, with which we are threat- 
ened. You are as nearly concerned as 
Tam. Beſides what the author has ſet 


forth in the letter, I am perſuaded, if 
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he has the leaſt ſuſpicion of your con- 
Hexion with the Viſcounteſs du Barry, 
he will not fail to mention it as an article 
not the leaſt intereſting of Tho life, 1 

am, &c, | . 


- 


f The Counteſs Du Barry. 


L E * * E KR cxxxII. 


0 - 


From the 8 A M E. 


— 1 HAVE diſcourſed with the Engliſh 
Ambaſſador, my dear Counteſs, about 
- writing to his court on the ſubject of 
Morande ; but he told me it was to no 
purpoſe, for the King would not ſuffer 


any infringement on the rights of the 


Engliſh nation. He moreover well ob- 
ſerved, that this man reſembled a cur that 
Was half-ſtarved, and nothing would ſo 

ſoon ſtop his barking as to throw him a 
bone. However, I hive determined 

upon taking a different method, and! 
| 93 have 
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have juſt diſpatched a man with ſome 
aſſiſtants from the police, who I hope 
will anſwer the purpoſe. I wiſh they 
may ſucceed * My dear Counteſs, I 
think ſince our laſt explanation you have 
nothing to reproach me with. Be perſua- 
ded that what you call aſſiduities, with 
regard to the young Viſcounteſs, are 
nothing more than civilities which I owe 
to the rank ſhe bears, to the alliance ſhe 

| FD . has 


» When theſe 3 arrived at Lindon, has As 
an intimacy with Morande, and endeavoured to ſecure him, 
and carry him over to France; but he ſuſpected their deſign 
without letting them perceive it ; borrowed thirty guineas of 
eachof them ; and having made their intention public, they 
were glad to leave the kingdom as faſt as they could. 

The Duke then ſent another perſon, who offered 40,009 
livres, which were not accepted. 

At laſt M, Caron de Beaumarchais was charged with the 
negociation, and ſucceeded, He gave Morande $50,000 
_ Jivres down, and the grant of a penfion of two hundred 


pounds ſterling during his life from the crown of France, 


guaranteed by Sir Joſhua Vanneck, of London, half of 
Which is to revert to his wile if ſhe ſhould happen to be 
Aide longeſt liver. 

By this means the biene of this work was ; prevented, 
a+) it is laid pot bo have been intirely yas off, | 


; 2 
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| has made, and to the favour with which 
ſhe is honoured by the King. Iam al- 
ways, &c, 5 EF 


The Duke p'Atcvitlion, 


LETTER CFXX1V. 


From M. Ds Bra bude, Archbiſhop 
EEE. © WIG 


"IM | 15th January, wn 
I MAD AM, 


IT is the duty of my function to 


inſtruct thoſe who are committed to 


my charge, and to employ every means 
which charity directed by - prudence 
may ſuggeſt to guide them into the paths 
of truth, when they have been led aftray. 
You cannot ſuppoſe, Madam, I am the 
only one unacquainted with a ſcandal 
'which unfortunately is but too notoriouſ- 


ly- public. I the errors of a private 


perſon afflict me, how great muſt my 
concern be, when I think of thoſe into 
5.24; 7+... wen 


fi * 
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which you lead a Prince in other reſpects 
to be admired for his very eminent qua- 
| Hities! Your triumph is undoubtedly. in 
the eyes of the world very flattering, 
and I will allow there are few endowed 
with virtue ſufficient to withſtand it, or 
poſſeſſed of ſo much reſolution as to be 
enabled of their own aceord to renounce 
it. May I hope, Madam, that fo ſub- 
lime an effort is not ſuperior to your 
ſtrength? If your regard for the King 
was ſincere, would you not give him 
the moſt ſtriking proof of it by con- 
ducting him 1 in the way of falvation, and 
encouraging, him to continue in it by 
your own example? Could you look 
upon a voluntary retirement as an hu- 
miliating exile, when ſuch retirement 
Would be the means of reconciling you 
with heaven, and of making you par- 
taker of the pureſt pleaſures which can 
be taſted here below peace within 
PO and — with all good peo- 
0542 =. 8 
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ple? For to theſe you would have the 
juſteſt title, ſince you would be the 


means of reſtoring to the ſtate its King, 


and to religion, a chriſtian and protector. 
As diſſipated as may be the giddy cir- 


cle within which you move, I cannot 
believe, Madam, that every ſpark of 
religion is extinguiſhed within your 
breaſt : Condeſcend but to hearken for 
a moment to the monitor within you, 


and I have no doubt but the prayers I 


make will be of avail, which are, that 
I may propoſe as a pattern to his people 
that King, who cannot doubt of my 
reſpect, and attachment to his Pann, 


I am, &c, 


CH. DE BEAUMON T. 
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LEE.TEK cxxxv. 


To the Sa ME, 


$12, 

I SEE with ow: your attach- 
ment to the King, but notwithſtanding. 
all you fay, I believe my own as real, 
It is true I ſhew it in a different manner, 

; perhaps, a more perſuaſive one. I cou} d 
never have ſuppoſed you would have, 
applied to me to work the change you 
ſo much deſire. Your zeal would with- 
out doubt merit great praiſe was there 
nothing worldly in it ; but I am far from 
thinking you diſintereſted, becauſe I am 
well informed of your project of marry- 
ing the King with an Archdutcheſs, and 
I know if this alliance ſucceeds through 
your means, you are ſure to reap great 
advantages from it. If I have not cou- 
rage ſufficient to forward your pious de- 
ſigns, I muſt own, Sir, your letter has 
ne a very ſtrong impreſſion on me, 
not- 
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notwithſtanding what ſome perſons have 
ſaid to whom I have ſhewn it. To 
reſtore my conſcience drooping with . 
alarms, and to perſuade me I was not 
ſo criminal as I feared I was, they would 
have had me believe that the moſt ſe- 
rious of my crimes would have been but 
venial ſins, if I had the advantage which 
you, Sir, have experienced to be directed 
by one of thoſe ſublime theologiſts*, 
who could teach you to fin in ſo charm- 
ing a manner with Madame de Moiran, 
that your apoſtolical ſoul was nowiſe 
defiled by the pollutions of the body. 
In a word, Sir, though I could not com- 
prehend all they ſaid, I underſtood 
enough to diſcover that there was an 
entrance into the way of ſalvation, much 
eaſier come at, and better ſuited to my 

5 T5 weakneſs 


3 * The Jeſuits, 


1 
1 
| 
l 
| 


Ts boi 
Nenn 7 
4 


—— — ä —ů —ꝓ—ñ— *—: | 


— 9 2 — — 
ag — 
—— — 
poem ene — 2 — — 


— . —7˖5*—ð—: 5 — — 


— 
8 


= — — = — —— —e — 
eee. Ts PRs 
* = * 

— . — — 


me much to make me acquainted with 


I will ſet about the work of reformation, 


3jͤöͥö;'˙7sſe @ 5 o 


: „* The perſons to whom Madame Du Barry fays fhe 
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weakneſs than that you pointed out to 
me. If it is really fo, you will oblige 


it, and you ſhall then ſee how earneſtly 


I am, with reſpect, &c, * 


- 


The Counteſs Du B ARRV. 


communicated the Archbiſhop's letter, were doubtleſs they 


convinced that nothing criminal ever paſſed betwixt the Arch- 
biſhop and Madame de Moiran, who was matron of the 
hoſpital of Salpetrière. It is true the world was malicious 
enough to report otherwiſe ; but if there had been any truth 
inthe ſtory, it was then of ſo long ſtanding that it ought to 
have been buried in oblivion,, The Archbiſhop's letter cer- 
tainly did not merit the ſharp reply he received; according- 
ly, we have heard the good man was much affected at it, 


— 
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L E TT E R Ccxxxvl. 


From the Chancellor DR MAU HTE Ovu. 


— 


Paris, i February, 1774 
M ADAM, | 


THOUGH I have always enter- 
tained the greateſt reſpect for you, and 
have the moſt perfect regard and attach- 


ment to you; though ſo far from under- 


mining your intereſt, 1 have on all occa- 


ſions been eager to prevent your wiſhes, 
yet ſome perſons have been able to in- 


Jure me in your eſteem, and make me 


conſidered by you as a dangerous ene- 
my; ; in order to prevail with you to en- 


gage the King to withdraw the confidence 


which he honou.s me with, I know it, 


5 Madam, but too well, but I do not mean 


to caſt any blame upon you, becauſe 


vou bare been deceived; but what gives 
me great uneaſineſs is, to ſce that you 
hade placed your confidence in perſons 
who are unworthy of it. The Duke 


i d' Aigulllon 


een ** 
WEE... 
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d'Aiguillon who owes every thing to 
you is betraying you; and is ſtriving to 
4 | 1 ſuperſede you by the Baroneſs de Neu- 
| | kerque#, To make her quite firm in 
her ſituation, he has a deſign to marry 
her privately to the King. Informed of 
thi plot, and imagining you would not 
lieve him capable of ſuch baſe trea- 
chery without the moſt cony ineing proofs, 
I ftrove with great diligence. to procure 
you ſuch ; accordingly 1 have been for- 
tunate enough to ſucceed. The letter 
From the Duke d'Aiguillon which is in- 
cloſed, will inform you of more than will 
be agreeable. I wiſh, madam, yon 
may find friends more faithful, Jam, &c. 


— — more — — — 


De MavPzov, 


LET 


1 yet g fg 
3 his is 1 3 as Monkerane of whom mathe 
made in Letter XC. In order that ſhe might marry the King, 
the Duke de Duras in conjunction with the Duke d'Aiguil- 
lon had obtained a divorce for her. 


— 


MabAuE DU BARRY. 231 
Letter from the Duke d'Ajuilln to Ilir 
Baroneſs de Neukerque, which came in- 


clyed in the foregoing. 


YOU permit me, madam, to give 


you advice; you even ſolicit it from 


me. Flattered with the confidence you 


repoſe in me, I prepare to comply with 
your deſire with all the ſincerity in my 
rer. 


The ſituation of a miſiveſk to the 


king is undoubtedly very brilliant; but 


deſirable as it appears, believe me, ma- 
dam, it is not without its mortifications, 
and is ever more or leſs expoſed to 
fatal reverſes of fortune. I am perſua- 
ded that honoured as you, are with the 
King's favour, it would be full as caly 
for you to remove every difficulty in 


the way of a private marriage as ſimply. 


to ſupplant the preſent favourite. Sup- 
poſe every di 1 doubled; the diffe- 
1 rence 
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rence of the two ſituations is fo great, 
that it does not require a moment's con- 
fideration to determine which to chooſe. 
Conſider then of a plan to bring this 
about, and purſue it fieadily. I am 
forry you had ſo much complaiſance in 
your private interview yeſterday with 
the King. Enjoy ment eaſily obtained 
muſt cool the greateſt heat of paſſion 
in a prince, whoſe deſires are already 
0 much dampt by frequently . gratifying 
hem. To fix his natural inconſtancy, 
Pages 3 to excite warmth by re- 
ſiſtance, conducted however with ſo 
much art, as not entirely to extingmſh 
it. I look upon him to be in the ſitua- 
tion of thoſe worn- out debauchees, who 
in the latter part of life take a religious 
turn; whoſe conſciences are ealily alarm- 
ed; and whoſe doubts and inquietudes 
have, ſometimes need of a confident to 
remove them. You may, madam, im- 
_ prove this hint w adiantage. Model 
| | your 
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Four conſcience by his; affect to have 

the ſame fears; the ſame ſcruples; 
this is an infallible means to ſucceed in 
your deſign. I ſhall ſee you to mor- 
row. at five o'clock. Before I go to 
you I ſhall be with the King ; perhaps 
you may make the ſubject of our con- 
verſation. If fo, you may reſt aſſured 
I ſhall do you no harm. | 


L &.T TE A. CXXXVU, 
To the Duke D 'A IGUI IL LON q 


AND is it to you, fir, 4 am to o make 
the bittereſt reproaches ! To you, whom 
have reſcued out of the hands of the 
executioner! To you; whoſe paſſion I. 
had the weakneſs to liſten to! To you; 
whom 1 have loaded with riches and 


bonours! To you; who ought to kiſs 


the print of my footſteps! You have 
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had the baſeneſs to deceive: me; you 
have yourſelf preſented a woman in 
order to ſupplant me. I know it; 1 
have the proof of it under your own 
band; yet I am ſcarce able to give 

credit to ſuch vile perfidy. The mon- 
ſter that loads me with calumny at 
London, N 1 & deity compared to you 
—Deſpair and fury ſeize me—I burn 
with revenge —yet my mind is fo diſ- 
turbed at this moment I know not 
how to compaſs it. In the exceſs of 
my rage I reſolve to fly to the King 
—to confeſs your crime and my own 
to ſhew him your letter to the Ba- 
roneſs de Neukerque—and to intreat 
him to puniſh us both. I will purſue 
vou to hell itfelf, and if there are fu- 
ries there that puniſh. ingratitade, I 
will deliver you over to their ven- 
geance—In a word, Whatever an in- 


Ie 


VF. 
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jured woman is capable of doing, that 
will 1 doF. 


The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


L E T T E R . CXXXVIL 


To the Abbé Dr Beavuv as, at that 
time Canon of Noyon, and Preacher 
do the King, now Biſhop of Senez, 


Uoly Thurltay ﬆ Night, 1774 
81 *, 5 

YO U have 3 a very 8 
jent diſcourſe to day. In the room of 
uſing charity and moderation in your 
3 


| * The Duke fearing the conſequences of Madame Do 
Barry's paſſion, flew immediately to her, threw himfelf at 


her feet, confeſſed his guilt, which indeed was not to be. 
denied; made the beſt apology he could, and was fortunate” 


enough to. appeaſe. ber, though offended ir ſo outrageous a 
manner: He obtained his pardon on promiſe of abandoning 
the Baroneſs, and to have nothing more to ſay to her; and 
in this he Was as x good ar his word, 
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| ſermon, you had the audacity to re- 
fllect upon his Majeſty's way of life in 
the very face of his people; you made 
your” attack upon him only, though 
you ought to have uſed gentleneſs to- 
wards him, and have excuſed his frail- 
ties to his ſubjects. I do not think 
you were moved by a ſpirit of chriſ- 
tian charity, but excited by a luſt of 
ambition, and a fondneſs for grandeur ; 
| theſe were the motives of your con- 
duck. Was I in his Majeſty's place, 
you ſhould be baniſhed to ſome ob- 
ſcure village, and there taught to be 
more cautious, and not to endeavour 
_ - to raiſe the people to rebel againſt the 
rulers God has put over them. I can- 
not fay what the King may do, but 
3 ou have preſumed too much upon 
his goodneſs. You did not expect 
from me a leſſon for your conduct, 
3 draun from the chriſtian doctrine and 
| morality, | 


Fl = 
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morality, but I would adviſe you for 
your own good to pay attention to ii“. 
J am, &c. 


/ 


The Counteſs Du BaRRky. 
4 5 E T- 


* The Abbe De Beauvais was of an obſcure original, and 
during his ſituation at court had reſolved to puſh his fortune, 
and either get a biſhoprick, or be locked up in the Baſtile, 
For this purpoſe he took a moſt extraordinary method. He 


had the courage to exclaim from the pulpit againſt the ſcan- 
dalous life of Lewis XV. He characterized his paſſion for 


Madame Du Barry in a ſtrong repreſentation of the manners 


of King Solomon, the application of which was very ob» 
vious. © This monarch (laid he) ſatiated with pleaſure, and 
« having experienced every kind of lubricity, which the 
court could furniſh to quicken debilitated appetite, ſought 
6 -out anew nes amongſt the vile reſuſe of public proftt- 
„ tution.“ 

Madame Du Barry knew ber own likeneſs too well not £6 
be offended at this bold caricature, and wrote the foregoing 


letter the ſame evening to the preacher. She moved the 


King to puniſh him, but he was of too mild a diſpoſition to 
be offended with him, and contented himſelf with obſerving 
thaz he had done no more than fulfil his vocation, 
Another ſtory is told of the fame preacher, that one day 
aller he had been holding forth very vehemently againſt thoſe 
debauchees who amidſt che chillueſs of age endeavour to flir 


up the embers of cencupiſcence, the King turned about ta 2 
Marthal De Richelieu, and ſaid; Richelieu, I think this 


man has thrown a great many ſtones into your garden.“ 


Ves, Sire, replied the , Marſhal, he threw them with ſo. 
6 much force that 1 thought a good many fell in the Park of-- 


f Verſailles.” 5 
The Abbe obtained his. REY „ the biſhoprick of Senez be- 
came vacant, and he was appointed to it. 


r 
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ET T E R /-CXEXIS. 


— 


Ot 
From Davarnyat, a Dancer at the 
Opera. 
MADAu “, 


HOW ſhall 1 3 my acknow- 
. for the great favour you have 
done me! Already a liberal partaker of 
your bounty, I have juſt experienced a 
lingular inſtance of goodneſs of which 

| there 


* Dauberval, a ruined man, had threatened his creditors 
and the public with going to Ruſſia, Madame Du Barry re- 
ſolved not to loſe fo uſefnl' a man, ſent for him, and aſked 
how much he wanted to ſettle his affairs, he anſwe:cd 
go, ooo livres. She drew out a proportion which every cour- 
tier ſhould pay according to her opinion of his abllities, and 
ſhe made the collection herſelf. No one paid leſs than five 
louis d'ors, and ſome were taxed at ten, fiſteen, up to five- 
and-twenty. By this means the ſum was ſoon raiſed, and 


Dauberval's admirers had the conſolation of keeping him at 


home, 
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there is no example in France of the 


kind beſtowed on a mere man of talents. 
I was overwhelmed with debt; that miſ- 


conduct ſo common with pi of my 


claſs; the diſſipated courſe of life we 
lead ; the expenſe we are drawn into by 
the gay company we fiequent ; the 
deep play which is now become fo 


univerſal; all contributed to throw my 
affairs into diforder. This, however, 


afforded me no claim upon the in- 
dulgence of the public; fo that, peſ- 


tered as I was by creditors, I had no 
means to ſatisfy, I had reſolved to quit 
muy native country and go to Ruſlia, 


whither I had been invited, where the 


climate, ſevere as it is, would have ap- 
peared to me more mild than that I 
quitted. You, madam, were unwilling 
that a foreign country ſhould enrich it- 
{elf by a loſs, which though in itſelf. 
inconſiderable, you © condeſcended to 
think of conſequence, You were plea- 
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ſed to ſay that it would have beg a 
national reproach if ſo valuable a dancer 


was ſuffered to leave the kingdom lor 
50, ooo livres. Theſe were your words, 
and I ſhould bluſh at repeating them, if 
one could be at all modeſt when hon- 


oured with your ſuffrage. But what 


would turn a head far leſs giddy than 


mine, is, the readineſs with which you 


undertook to engage the Court to reſ- 
tore my ruined fortunes. Certainly it 
was in your power alone to have reſ- 
cued me from my diſtreſs; it would 
have been no more than a ſmall ſtream - 
taken out of a , plentiful river; and it 
would have been more agreeable to me 
10 have had but one benefactreſs. But 
what do I ſay? I have in reality only 
one; for it is to you alone I am indebt- 
ed for the benefactions of ſo many illuſ- 
trious perſonages. You obſerved that as 
ae 7. were al my alben, a ſnould 
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all help to ſave me. You opened a ſub- 
| ſcription, and you received the ſubſeribers 
according as they diſcovered a readineſs 

to pay their proportions; it was a tax 

you impoſed upon all who came to pay 

their reſpects to you. The Marchioneſs 
de Pompadour, that charming woman 
v;ho preceded you in that high ſtation you 

now fill, whom the arts have immorta- 

lized becauſe ſhe encouraged and pro- 

tected them, inſtituted a Lottery for 
GCliotte, a ſinger at the Opera,; balls 


| were given for Granval, a veteran actor 

W belonging to the French Comedy; Molé, 

t a performer at the ſame theatre, has had 

3 his benefit-play; theſe were all three 

t men great in their profeliions, and far 

V ſuperior to me. It was reſerved for you, 

— madam, to conſider the loſs of me as a 

5 public one, and, in order to keep me at 71 
15 home, to have recourſe to one of thoſe ' 

d 


uncommon. taxes which the lovers of 
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- their country ſtrove who ſhould be firſt 
to pay. The only way by which 1 can 


ſhew my gratitude, is to devote myſelf 


more than ever to your amuſement, I 


leave it to men of letters, and artiſts to 


celebrate your praiſe in a ſuitable manner; 


for what may not genius expect from a | 


patroneſs who has done ſo much for a man 


Whole only recommendation was, his 
good fortune to have a talent to contri- 
bute to her pleaſures! Already have 
| Painting, Sculpture, and Engraving diſ- 


puted the glory of tranſmitting to admir- 


| ing Europe the enchanting gr aces of your ; 
| perſon ; already have the Muſes crowned 


you with their chaplets ; already has the 


great High Prieſt of Leiters, the prince 


of poets and philoſophess, the venera- 
ple old man of Ferney, fallen profirate 


at your feet, and in his own perſon pre- 
ſented you with the offerings of Parnaſſus, 


mu the el of Plato! May his ex- 


ample 
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ample encourage others who have hither- 
lo obſerved a reſpectful filence! May 

a general chorus of praiſe be raiſed up! 
And may the ſceptre of Arts and 
Philoſophy fallen from the hands of the 
Marchioneſs ſo much admired, and {till 
ſo much lamented, be placed in yours, 
and may you be to them another Miner- 


va! I am, with the moſt profound 
reſpect, &c. 


 DaAuBERVYAL, 


LE T YER S. 


From the Duke de NivzRNoOIs. 


| Paris, 12th april, 774. | 
 MADAan,- 


T'CQULD not refuſe you when 
you aſked me for twenty-five louis-d'ors 
as my proportion to the ſubſcription 
you had opened for Dauberval ; I cannot, 
however, help telling you that I had 
1 2 lein 
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lain by that ſmall ſum with intention to 
give it te a gemleman in diſtreſs, a diſ- 
banded officer, who has a family, and 
has been ſeveral years ſoliciting a ſtnall 
penſion. As you deprived him of this 
ſmall afſiſtance, it is but right, madam, 
that you ſhould make him amends. I 
| fend his memorial incloſed, and I make 
no doubt but his caſe will excite your 
compaſſion, and that your humanity, 
of which y ou have given ſo many proofs, 
will engage you to exert yourſelf in his 
favour, and procure him what he ſo 
much withes *, Lam, &c. 


The Duke de NIVERN0Ols. 


LET. 


— 


* Madame Du Barry feeling the force of a requeſt of this 
nature urged upon ſuch an occaſion, very chearfully under- 
took the buſineſs ; and this gentleman, who, but for the 
| Ingenuity of his patron, might have continued to ſolicit to no 
purpoſe, returned to his family, Carrying with him much joy, 
| and a ſmall comprrench, | 


Map Au DU BARRY. 245 
LET T R R E 
To the Marchioneſs de MoxrR ABLE. 


I CANNOT, my dear mother, go 
to ſee you to-morrow according to my 
promiſe. The King's preſent ſituation 
does not permit me to leave him. Since 
the deaths of the Marquis de Chauvelin 
and Marſhal d' Armentieres, he is fallen 
into a melancholy which gives me great 
uneaſineſs. This has been increaſed by 
that curſed ſermon which the Abbe 
Beauvais preached before him, and for 
which it was not my fault he did not meet 
the puniſhment his inſolence deſerved, 
I have juſt propoſed a journey to 
Trianon *, I ſhall do every thing I can 

3 3 think 


* It was this unfortunate j journey to ip canon that 8 | 
ed the King's death, He ſaw the daughter of a carpenter 
there who pleaſed him much, and Madame Du Barry thought 
this a fair occaſion to remove his melancholy. By dint of 
threats and large promiſes, the young girl was prevailed on 


6 


—— — 
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think of to reſtore the King to his peace 
of mind and uſual galety. I ſhall ſee 
Fou, my dear mother, as ſoon as I can. 
You know what pleaſure I have in giving 
you freſh aſſurances of my regard for you. 


The Counteſs Du BARRY. 


4 E T het E R CALI. 
To the Sams, 


> NY . King, my dear mother, has 
taken the ſmall- pox. I did all I could to 
prevail with him to ſtay at Trianon; 
but la Martiniere taking advantage of his 
| weak ſtate, made him determine to go to 
Verſailles. I never ſtir from his bed's 
foot. He does not appear to be in a 
dangerous vy but at his time of life 
every 


10 yield herſelf to the Monarch's deſires. She was the next 
day ſeized with the ſmall-pox in a moſt violent degree, and. 
an the third day died; the King caught her * and 


Ackcned en aſter, 


— — 


———— 2 ————— — . 


— —V——ẽ6ũ m —— — 
C 4 a — ny 


MADAME DU BARRY. 


5 every thing is to be feared in ſuch a diſ- 
order. I have had the good luck to pre- 
vail with him to try Borden, my 
phyſician, and he and le Monnier chiefly 

attend him. They were for adminiſtring 
the ſacraments; it was for my intereſt it 
ſhould not be ſo, and Bordeu oppoſed it; 
he had the good luck to ſucceed by ob- 
ſerving that the ceremony very ofien 
did ſick perſons a great deal of harm. 
Adieu, my dear mother, I ſend this 


letter away and return to the Hang, BH 
am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du e 


LETTER CXLIII. 


"To the SAME, 


T HE blow is firuck; my dear 
mother. The King finding himſelf grow 
worſe deſired the Ducheſs d' Aiguillon to 


take 


3 . 
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take me with her. In conſequence of 


Which we are at Ruelle, from whence 
I now write. His Majeſty before he 
- received the viaticum declared by the 


mouth of the High-Almoner, that he 
was ſorry for the ſcandal he had given 
his ſubjects, but that his life from 


henceforth ſhould be dedicated to the 
maintenance of religion and the happi- 
neſs of his people. The promiſes of a 
man who thinks himſelf dying ought 
not to give concern; they are broken as 
ſoon as health returns. If the King 
ſhould get over it, I make no doubt of 


being on the ſame footing as before. 


Adieu, my dear mother, I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BarRy. 


P. 8. Juſt as 1 was ſending away 


this letter I am formed that the King 


is better. 


0 
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LETTER the Talk 
. To the SAME. 


I BEGIN to have a bad opinion, 
my dear mother, of the King's diſtemper. 

I had viſits yeſterday during the whole 
day; this day [ have had but two. What 
is more; I have ſent to the Abbe 
Terray for 300,000 livres, and he has 
7 my order. If the King gets over 

it, I will make him repent his imperti- 
OI hear a coach coming ; The mult 

ſee who it 18. 

Ah, my dear mother, it is all over 
with us !——The King is no more—lt- 
was that ſcoundrel Duke de la Vrilliere 
who brought me the news, at the ſame 
time that he delivered me a Letter 
de cachet ordering me to go to Pont aux 
Dames. 


. 260 LETTERS ro AND FROM | 


; Dames near Meaux to the convent there. 
1 treated him with great contempt, This 
inſolent man whom I could yeſterday 
have trampled under my feet, ſeems to 
day to triumph in my diſgrace. I am 
ſick at the thoughts of the retreat to 
which l am condemned, and more fo at 


the manner in which I am to live there. 


I am allowed but one woman; I am 
| forbid to ſee any body, and I can re- 


ceive no letter but what the gover- 
neſs of the convent examines. I have 


ſent for my ſteward, and ſhall give him 
orders: which he will acquaint you with. 
I beg you will ſee that he obeys them, 


and that Tam robbed as little as can be 
helpt. I ſhall write to you if I am 
able as ſoon as I reach my priſon. 


Adieu, my dear mother, I have fo 
much to do, and am ſo much agitated 


in 
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in mind, that I fear I ſhall leave many 
things undone . 


* 


The Counteſs Du BARRY. 


%, 


* This Letter de cachet was like a thunderbolt to Madame 
Du Barry; “ What, cried ſhe with her uſual force of ex- 
“ preſſion, is this bleſſed reign to begin with a Letter de 
_ & cachet!” She loaded the Duke De la Vrilſiere with the 
| Littereſt reproaches for having undertaken this errand, and 
treated him with the higheſt diſdain. The Letter de cachet, 
however, was not ſevere: ſhe was in the fecrets of go- 
vernment, and it was prudent to prevent fo volatile a woman 


from diſcovering them, The King expreſſed in the letter, 


that reaſons. of ſtate obliged him to order her to go 
into a convent ; that he knew how highly fke had been 
reſpected by his grandfather z; and that immediate care was 
taken to render her retirement as agrecable as poſſible, and to 
make her a decent proviſion if there ſhould be occaſion, 
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